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PREP FU UN 


F” ER /ince the Life of Faith 
was publiſhed, - I have "been 
attending to the doftrines theres 


into experience. .Therr” truth \has 
appeared to me from the word of 
God, and has been confirmed by their 
being accompanied with the power 
of God. His divine influence at. 
tends. his owwn doctrines to this 72 
and they have. the. promfed 
upon the heart and life o the bes 
lever. They are mighty through 
God {1h all the A of ſalvation. 
V. Ba 
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4 25 apoſtle Paul complained of 


What is ſaid upon the ſulject in 
theſe volumes is chiefly in this expe- 
rimental way: My deſign is to 
bring the great and leading points 
of our religion into uſe and practice, 
and to: ſhew bow neceſſary the doc- 
trines of grace are for the well go- 
verning of the Chriſtian walk. E- 
very thing needful is promiſed, and 
by faith is received, which can 
make it even and regular, holy and 


profeſſors, who walked not according 
to the goſpel. ' There has been occa- 
fron for the ſame complaint ever ſince; 
but never more than at preſent. 
Many walk at this day, who make 
ame profeſſion of  Chrift, and yet 
never attain to any. ſtedfaſtneſi, but 
are toſſed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, 
and at laſt come to nothing. 

| Others 
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Others pretending to be better ſet- 


tled attain to ſame form f godhi- © 


neſs, but are without the life and 


| power of it ; they appear to have fome 


notions and opinions about the way 
of righteouſneſs, but not bemg taught 
them of God, nor ever brought un- 
der the mighty influence of them, 
their walk is therefore very uneven 
and irregular, and generally in the 
end brings great ſcandal upon the 
name and cauſe of Chriſt. | 
We have alſo many at this day, 
who ſet out in the ways of religion, 
but never felt the ruin of the fall, 
nor the plague of their own bearts: 
theſe are commonly very confident 
and preſumptuous z | they make a 


ſbining profeſſion, and go on with 


great parade, until they come. to be 
tried, and then in the time of temp- 
tation they fall away, 
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Li! 
." There are others, who are the rral 
children of God, and yet do not walk 
as becometh their high rank and dig- 
nity. An even, holy, happy walk with 
their reconciled Godand Father is their 
privilege, and there is grace ſufficrent 
| promiſed in Jeſus, and to be received 
by bis Spirit, to enable them to live 
| up to it, that they may walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleaſing. Yea, 
the apoſtles call 1. pon them and en- 
courage them to be going on and ad- 
vancing in the right way Fur- 
& thermore then we beſeech you 
and exhort ' you, brethren, by the 
«Lord Feſus Chriſt, that as ye have 
the ante of us, how ye ought to 
c walk and to pleaſe God, Jo yenvould 
% abound more and more.” I Thell. 
w. 1. Ho few follow this evan- 


gelical exbortation? How very. few 


attain and preſerve in their con- 


ferences the ſenſe of God's bing per- 
featly 
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| gave way. As this yielded, tb e. 


| febtly at peace with them? It ought | 
to rule there always and all 
means: but for want of it, they g. 


| ford continual occaſion for a" legal 


and unbelieving ſpirit to rob them 


of their peace, and thereby to diſtreſs : 


Love with its fruits mut aecreafe in 
proportion as the —— Withdraws ' 


| &is Heart-dependence - from God. | 
Then he begins to walk uneven und 


uncomfortable, he grows cold ani in- 
al ferent about ſpiritum things, be 
gets into darkneſs and diſcontent, be 
becomes quite unbappy in his frume, 
and untbankful in us affetaonss 
whatever was the cauſt f bis fall. 
ing into this decay, it begun at be 
root. His fui th war attacked, 'anid | 
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cay became general, and it ud 
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| them in their heart. As guilt comes 
in, love goes out. What weakens | 
| tbe cauſe muſt aljo weaken the effebt. 
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L vi 
* true, If ye will wall con- 
ey n unto. me, faith God, then 


© wt ul 14 % walk contrary unto 
© you.” 


| God s eleft, thou knoweſt that theſe 


things are true. T hou ſindeſt it hard 


work to maintain peace with God: 


+ and if this be not maintained, if the 


Foundation give way, the building 
ill certarnly totter. Look well 
| thin to the ground work. Is all 
fa e there? Doft thou ſee the infinite 
glory of the Saviour's work, when he 
made peace by the blood of the croſs, 
end does this filence guilt in thy con- 
| ſctence ?  Canft chow at all times 
draw nigh in love to a reconciled 
God? 1. — not | the ſenſe of thy 
Fathings: and remaining corruptions 
keep thee at a diſtance from him, and 


| render thy wall uncomfortable? 
eee when without are fghtings, 
doit hin 


Reader, if thou haſt the faith of 
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within are fears. V it be very 
difficult under ſuch trials to pre 
| ſerve a ſenſe of God's loving kinaneſs, 
yet it ſhould be remembered, there 
is a gracious proviſion made for ihe 
eftabliſhing of the ſoul ſo ſafely in Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, that the peace of God may 
rule in it always, and by all means. | 
| ts It not neceſſary then io enquire, | 
what this provifion is; bow it m 
be received; and how it may he 
made uſe of ? For if by daily practice 
it may be experienced in its divine 
r, it will then have the ſame 
happy effect, which it bad upon | 
David, I will run the way of 
« thy commandments, when thou | 
© haſt 15 my heart at liberty. May 
tbine heart, reader, and mine, en- 
Joy more of the liberty of the children 
of God, and then we ſhall not only go 
| forward, but alſo run faſt, and may 
nothing ſtop us from preſſing toward 
| A5 the | 
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the mark, till we win the prize of the 


high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 
This bas been my conſtant prayer 


during the writing of the following | 


treatiſe, It was the fruit of read- 


ing, and meditating, and praying 


over thoſe ſcriptures, which ſpeak 


of the walk of faith. Such e 


trons; as uſed to occur to niyjelf, 1 
Have put down; whether it was in 


ſearching mine own heart, or in beg- 


ging the bleſſing of God upon the text 


then under confideration. This ſeem- 


ed to me an eafy method and very 


uſeful : becauſe the doftrine would 
lead to pratiiee, and frequent, and 
heart ſearching meditations would 
tend under the teaching of the Holy 
Ghoſt to an increaſe of faith, There 
are ſome ſoliloquies, addreſſed to my 
own foul, and ſome exerciſes of devo- 
tion, in prayer and thankſgiving. 1 
would have every behever to conſider, 
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whether it be not his privilege to join 
me in them, and to make my words bis 
own. If he cannot follow me in his 
experience after the 5th chapter ; I 
pray God to mcreaſe his faith, that 
this book and his experience may go 
hand in band; and that he may at- 
tain to holy fellowſhip with God in 
all duties, and to rejoice in God at all 
times, yea under the croſs itſelf, and 
to go on conquering and to conquer, 

till the good fight of faith be over, 
and be finiſh his courſe with joy. 
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IJbe believer is reconciled to God, 
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CHAP. I. 


HOEVER walks with | 
God muſt be firſt acquainted 
with the way of peace Pag. 13 


CHAP. II. 


and has the peace of God ruling 
in his conſcience, and they two 


Vol. I. a walk 
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COUNT ENTS. 
wall together : becauſe they are 
now agreed F 


Kr. II. 


| The believer in his heart cleaves to 


God and walks with him in love 
79 


CH 6 P.IV. 


The believer goes on ſucceſsfully, 


while he walks by faith in a con- 
tant dependence upon his recon- 


ciled God and loving Father 135 
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| The believer orders his fleps accord- 


mg to the word, walking with a 
. free 
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Whoever walks with God, muft be 
firſt acquainted with the way of 
peace. E-1q | 


I is the conſtant uſage of ſcrip- 
ture to repreſent ſpintbalthings 
by material, and to ſpeak of 

the faculties and actions of the ſoul 

by terms borrowed from thoſe of 
the body. Walking is a. bodily 

x action, 
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action, and conſiſts in moving and 
going from one place to another : 
hence it is applied to the ſpiritual 
walk. The ſoul reconciled to God 
| and at peace with him has an ap- 
pointed way, in which it is to walk, 
in order to enjoy the grace pro- 
miſed to them who are in Chriſt 
Jeſus. This is enjoyed by faith; 

and therefore the ſcripture calls 
the believers going on in his walk 
with God from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
De walk of faitb, We walk 
by faith; ſays the apoſtle, not by 
. 66 iht. ”” ; 

When man fell from God he 
| loſt his way, and had neither will 
nor power to return. The old 
teſtament church makes this con- 
feſſion <4 All we, like ſheep; 
have gone aſtray, we have tutned 
| © EVERY ONE to his own way, 

Yar hi. 6. 
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The apoſtle Peter reminds be- 
lievers of this“ Ve were as ſheep 
e going aſtray, but are now re- 
ce turned to the ſhepherd and bi- 
e ſhop of your ſouls,” 1 Pet. ii. 2 


To which agree the words of his 
brother Paul — There is none 


{© righteous, no not one, there is 


© none that underſtandeth, there 
cis- none that ſeeketh after God, 
. they are ALL gone out of the 
% way,” Rom. in. 10, 11, 12. The 
whole human race, ſay the oracles 


af truth, is gone aſtray, ALU of 


them are gone out of the way; 


they have left the way of God, 
and turned every one to his own 
way, they are unable, like a poor 
loſt ſheep, the moſt unable of all 


creatures, to return; yea they are 


unwilling alſo; for they walk not 
after the ſpirit, but after the fleſh 
3 minded, and in their 

carnal 
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carnal mind enmity itſelf againſt 
God and his ways. 
It pleaſed God in the exceeding 
| riches of his grace to reveal to 
| thoſe wanderers the way of ſalva- 
tion. He made it known to them 
upon the fall, and believers from 
that time forward ſaw. it plainly, 
and went on in it comfortably. 
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, &c. are 
+ ſaid to have walked with God, in 
the very ſame way, afterwards 
marked out by the written word; 
which was a directory to the Jews, 
ſhewing them how. they. thould 
walk in the ſteps. of the faith of | 
their father Abraham. Age after 
| age, God raiſed up the prophets to 
bring his people into the king's 
| high way, and to put them upon 
praying. that they might be kept 
in it. By the mouth of his ſervant 
David, he gave them this promiſe. 
| —cc n 


1 


* — — NE — 


ö 


N n i! e 1 _z Ls L TAE 
\ 5 1 1 IIS BL), 
y N * 4 * b r " F SAY 
N De 
4 wit 2 1 ; 3 Me * 2 1 Ne. 
* * * n rr 
2 8 n RM 's . N ca L 7 
OS, 24 E i 
. AE oY 4. oa 1-3 STR 
LE, 'S [+ , _ 8 1 py 83 
* . E. 2 
TALE 4 a A CL „ 
b AC, is >, 25 SF. l A» 5 * * [ 


17 2 

—<© Good and upright is the Lord, 
te therefore will he teach ſinners 
© in the way—the meek will he 
* puide in judgment, and the meek 
„will he teach his way. En- 
couraged by this warrant from the 
word of God, finners feeling their 
wants were led to pray, Shew 
«© me thy ways, O Lord, teach me 
e thy paths, lead me in thy truth 
e and teach me,” P.. xxv. 4. It 
is written in the prophets - they 
ſhall be all taught of God they 
ſhall all know me from the leaſt of 
them unto the greateſt of them, 
faith the Lord. If any of his chil- 
dren lack wiſdom, and aſk it of 
God, he giveth to all his liberally, | 
and upbraideth not. He brings | 


them by his word and by his ſpirit 


to the knowlege of themſelves, 
and to the knowlege of the true 
God. 

Divine 
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- Divine teaching is neceſſary to 
make men. acquainted with them- 


ſelves- They know not their ſtate, 
nor fear their danger, until the 


holy Spirit according to his office 


proceed from the Father and the 
Son: then he convinces them of 


in, of the exceeding ſinfulneſs of | 


it, of the guilt thereby incurred 
and of the wrath deſerved. He 
enlightens the underſtanding with 


a clear ſight of thoſe truths, and 


he faſtens the convidion of them 
the conſcience. Then they 
find, that they had -been blind and 
ignorant, ac in their wills, and 
apoſtates in their hearts from God. 
He makes them feel the corrup- 
tion of their nature, and the error 
of their ways, in which, if they 
had gone on, they muſt inevitably 
have periſhed : for they were with- 


return 


out will, and without power to 


| 
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1 
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7 
return to God. When they ſaw 
it right they ſhould return, yet it 
was not their choice to come to 
him in the way of believing. They 
found they could not believe, un- 
leſs it was given them from above. 
Faith is the gift of God. And 
can not be received, but by the 
mighty operation of Ged. He 
muſt put forth his divine power, or 
elſe the convinced ſinner will re- 
main utterly helpleſs and hopeleſs, 
ſhut up in unbelief. 

Thus the Lord waches all his 
children. He makes them 'ac- 


quainted with their fallen ſtate, 
and ſenſible of their guilt and of 


their miſery. He brings them to 
the right knowledge of the corrup- 
tion of every faculty of ſoul and 
body, which are always enclined 
to evil, and incapable of doing any 
thing truly good. A corrupt tree 
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can bring forth nothing but evil 


fruit. The judgment is enlighten- 
ed to ſee this, the conſcience 1s | 


awakened to feel this, and there- 
by the convinced finner is made 


2 


ſalvation. The holy Spirit ful- 
fils his office by teaching him the 
knowledge of God. 


Our bleſſed Saviour declares, no 


a 


| man knoweth the Son but the Fa- 
| man 
the Father ſave the Son, and he to 
whomſoever the Son will reveal 


ther, neither knoweth any 


him; and this he does by the holy 
Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, 
who is therefore given to the chil- 
dren of God, that they may know 
him and believe in him, as their 
reconciled Father in Chriſt Jeſus. 


This ſaving knowledge is hid from 


the worldly wiſe and prudent, but 


is revealed unto babes, whom the 


En) boly 
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willing to be taught the way of 
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holy Spirit has made ſimple and 
teachable people. To them he 
reveals the things of God. He 
makes them acquainted with the 
Nature of the Godhead, which 
is one. There is one Jehovah, and 
there is none other. And alſo 

with the | 
Perſonality in the Godhead, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit. Theſe three 
exiſt in the one Jehovah. They 
| took thoſe names, not to deſcribe 
their manner of exiſting, but their 
manner of acting; not what they 
are in themſelves, but how they 
ſtand related to us in the economy 
of redemption : for the eternal 
Three entered into covenant be- 
fore all worlds, and agreed to 
ſuſtain certain covenant offices, and 
aſſume names deſcriptive of their 
offices. Father is the title of that 
divine perſon, Who gave an innu- 
2 merable 
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joint heirs with Chriſt, therefore 


( 22 ] 
merable company of ſinners to his 
Son, upon condition, that he would 
be manifeſted in the fleſh; and 
would become their ſurety, to work 
out for them a righteouſneſs in his 
life, . and to make an atonement. 
for them by his death, and then 
he would be his father, and their 
father; A co- equal and co-eternal 
perſon accepted the condition, and 
covefanted to be made man, and 
to live and die for the many ſons, 
whom he was to bring to glory; 
therefore he took the name of Son, 
Son of God, ſon of man, &c. An- 
other co-· equal and co- eternal per- 
ſon covenanted to breathe life in- 
to them, to be to them the Spirit 
or breath of life, that they might 
be regenerate from a death in treſ- 
paſſes and ſins, and be made the 
children of Ged, heirs of God and 


he 
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he. is called throughout the ſerip- 
tures he Spirit. He makes them 
' acquainted with the covenant, as 
he has promiſed. ** The fecret of 
ce the Lord is with them that fear 
ee him; and he will ſhew them his 
. *© covenant,” Pſa. xxv. 14. He 
will open to them the nature and 
certainty of all covenant engage- 
ments for the eftabliſhment and 
growth of their faith. The cove- Fn 
nant was ordered in all things and 
ſure : it was ORDERED by the 
counſel and purpoſe of the eternal 
Three concerning the heirs of 
promiſe, whoſe ſalvation was fſet- | 
tled by two immutable things, in | 
which it was impoſſible for God | 
to lie, his counſel, his oath.” His 
counſel the refalt of his infinite 
wiſdom, confirmed by that ſacred 
oath which cannot be broken. 
All his perfections ſtand engaged 
| : to 
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to ſee the ſovereign decree, thus 
ſolemnly ratified, carried into exe- 
cution; for what was ordered is 
URE—ſure as the throne of Je- 
hovah, unchangeable as his nature, 
durable as his being. Though it 


be but a man's covenant, yet when 


| it has been figned and ſealed ac- 


cording to law, none diſannulleth 
or addeth thereto. None can diſ- 
annul God's covenant, and he 
himſelf will not.“ My covenant 


* will 1 not break, ſays he, nor 


e alter the thing that is gone out 
* of my lips, P/. Ixxxix. 34. I 
will not 244 thereto, nor diminiſh 
from it: for I have ordered it in 


ALL things. I have not left one 
ſingle thing out, not the leaſt cir- 


cumſtance: I have ſettled the whole 
| plan by mine unerring wiſdom, 
and I will fulfil every tittle of it 
| by mine almighty power. Ac- 

cording 
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cording to my will the courſe” of 
nature and grace is infallibly di- 
rected, even the moſt minute 
events. Every hair is numbered. 
Not a ſparrow falls but by my di- 
vine decree. 

How ſafely then may the heirs 
of promiſe depend upon a covenant 
God? And whenever they flee 
to Jeſus for refuge, what ſtrong 
conſolation may they draw from 
hence, that their ſalvation is fixed 
by the immutable counſel, and in- 
violable oath of the bleſſed Trinity? 

The ſame divine teacher, who 
enabled them to believe thoſe truths 
for the farther eftabliſhment of 
their faith, led them to diſcover 
the FREENESS of all covenant mer- 
cies. They are promiſed as free 
gifts. They are beſtowed to the 
praiſe of the glory of free grace. 
They are not conferred upon the 

Vor. J. B worthy, 
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the ungodly, upon ſinners as fin- 
ners. No conditions are required, 

no prerequiſites are expected. The 
motives, which determine God to 
ſhew mercy to ſinners, are not 
taken from any good in them, or 
foreſeen to be in them. Not for 
works of righteouſneſs which they 
have done; or can do; but accord- 
ing to his mercy he ſaveth them. 
He does all to the magnifying of 
the honors of his own mercy. His 
covenant was ſo contrived, carried 
into execution in the life and death 
of Jeſus, applied by the holy Spi- 
rit, that according as it is written, 
he that glorieth, let him glory in 
the Lord. No fleſh ſhall glory in 
his preſence. Boaſting is for ever 
excluded; becauſe all is of grace. 
Wiſdom to teach the ſinner ſaving 
knowlege, righteouſneſs. to juſtify 
him, 
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worthy, but upon enemies, upon 
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him, ſtrength to keep him, com- 
forts to bleſs him, heaven to re- 
ceive him, theſe are the free gifts 
of covenant love: for by grace is 
he ſaved through faith, and that 
not of himſelf, it is the gift of God; 
not of works, leaſt any man ſhould 
boaſt. Thus would the Lord hide 


pride from man, and would teach 


him practically ſuch ſcriptures, as 
this“ Not for your ſakes do I. 


ce this, ſaith the Lord, be it known 
* unto you, but for mine holy 
© Names ſake,” Ezek. xxxvi. 
Cloſely connected with this di- 
vine leſſon is the FULNEsS of co- 
venant mercies. Every thing 


needful for the ſalvation of the 


ſinner is fully, as well as freely 
provided by the exceeding riches 
of grace, and is treaſured up by 
the Father's love in the fulneſs of 
the Son. To this the Spirit bears 
E B 2 witneſs 
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I witneſs in the word of truth, and 
WM ſeals his witneſs upon the believer's 
| | heart. It pleaſed the Father that 
in the word made fleſh ſhould 
ALL fulneſs dwell, and that out of 
his fulneſs his people ſhould re- 
ceive grace for grace. 'This is the 
infinite ocean. There is not a 
ſtream, not a drop of grace to be | 
had, but from hence. Jeſus Chriſt, 
| as Godman has it all in hitnſelf, |} 
and for the ſame end, as the head 
| has the ſenſes in itſelf. He has it | 
to communicate to his members, | 
a fulneſs of light and life, of ſenſe 
and underſtanding, of love and 
joy, yea of every ſpiritual bleſſing 
On him as the head of the body, 
the church, every believing mem- 
| ber, is directed to live. On him 
muſt he depend at all times; and 
to him mult he go for all things. 
If he ſeek pardon 200 peace, righ- 


teouſneſs 


wi 
- FRY K SE 4 d » * \ 
EE oe 1 * _ * 4 5 0” 20 2 
—————— WO IN —_ * 11 — 
—ä— — 2 —ä— — — — — — ——.— — = RIS. en . — r rn — 
— 4 2 a: 3 —. 3 —— 5 os * 46> ——— Ty PE 
* 4 13 a Y —— NY 
L PG * * ** Gs 
* 4 0 - INC" 1 * 1 Fi . C s * 
Ty — kd Is : At wa A 5 x 4+ * a4 P = nts — 
s 9 2 ts £ 2 I 2 
? * 1 * FF. 1 EE 
— i eo 2 
an ITY © I 4 — n 
— 2 22 . 
— : 
voy 
" or ms 6—— h > 
* wedge. _ 


— 


—_— "” 8888 * * 
— 2 —-— gre, 


F FEE, - * —» - 
g 4 « _ 88 
x a 
ns * he 2 N 
2 Pp «a FS 
Es Sed 
we Af» £ 
* * „ 1 
e þ 2 
1 8 33 


29 J 
teouſneſs and holineſs, a ſupply of 
his wants, ſtrength for his warfare, 
comforts under his miſeries, if he 
expect life in death, and life eter- 
nal, he muſt make continual uſe of 
the fulneſs of Jeſus: for in him 
dwelleth ALL the fulneſs of the 


Godhead bodily. It dwelleth in 


him, as in an overflowing foun- 
tain. The Father's love to his a- 
dopted children, the: experience of 
it by the- grace of the Spirit, are 
entirely in and from the ſalvation 


of Jeſus Chriſt. Out of his fulneſs 


comes every - covenant mercy of 
the Godhead, and in a rich abun- 
dant ſtream always flowing with 
ſome bleſſing or other into the be- 
liever's ſoul. The enjoyment of 
it on his part may not be always 
alike comfortable, but 1t 1s always 
alike ſure on God's part. Nothing 
can ſtop it. Nothing can turn its 
B 3 c.ourſe. 
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courſe. Unto the place from 
whence the rivers come, thither | 
they return again. The river of 


the water of life proceeds out of 
the throne of God and of the lamb, 
and it will be running on till it 
come back into its own ocean. 
The water that I will give him, 


ſays Jeſus ſpeaking of the believer, 
ſhall be in him a well of water 
ſpringing up into everlaſting life, 
and bringing with it the fulneſs of 
;Joy and pleaſures for evermore. 
No man will ſee any reaſon to 
ſet ont in the way to heaven, until 
he be made acquainted with thoſe 
| truths. His judgment muſt be en- 
| lightened with the knowlege of 
them. He will never think of 
changing his courſe, until he be 
made ſenſible of his own ſinful 
and helpleſs ſtate: and when this 
is brought home to his conſcience, 
and 
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and he has nothing in himſelf left 
to truſt in, then he will be led to 
look abroad for help. The Spirit 
of God will teach him the doc- 
trines of grace, the nature of the 
Godhead, the perſons in the God- 
head, the covenant of the divine 
perſons, by which every grace and 
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vided, given by the Father to the 
Son, in whoſe: fulneſs they were 
all laid up for the uſe of his body 
the church, and "communicated" to 
every member of it through the in- 
fluence of the holy Spirit. Thus 
| he is taught, that all is of grace 
| from firſt to laſt. Whatever. good 
a ſinner receives on eatth, or e 
Joys in heaven, is to given, as to 

exclude all boaſting, and to lay 
every proud and felf. righteous prin- 

Ale! in the duſt, that grace alone 
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trials and ſelf⸗ righteous efforts ? 


11 


may wear the crown, and may 
have all the glory. 


Here then, O my foul, is matter 
of cloſe examination. Doſt thou 
know thyſelf, thy ſtate and condi- 
tion, and haſt thou fled from the 


| wrath to come? Has the light of 


God's word ſhone into thy under- 
| ſtanding, and made thee to ſee that 
thou art indeed ſet out in the way 
o heaven? How. was this diſcover- 


ed to thee? Did the holy Spirit 
ever convince thee of fin, and that 
thou hadſt loſt the image and | 
forfeited the favor of God? Didſt | 
thou ever ſee thyſelf fallen in 
Adam, in him a child of wrath, a a 


ruined miſerable ſinner? Haſt thou 
felt how. utterly - unable thou art 
to -atone for thy ſins, or to make 
thyſelf holy? And waſt thou 


brought to this after many legal 
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At laſt forced to give up all hope 


true knowlege of the unity of the 
Godhead, and of the perſons in 


nant of the eyer-bleſſed three, and 
the abſolute ſecurity of all covenant | 
mercies, promiſed by the Father, 


church, who is now actually a 
 God-man in 


ly beſtows them upon his mem- 
bers: for they will never ceaſe to 


ho 
« * 


I 34+ 4 


in thyſelf, and to look to the Lord 
who made heaven and earth, from 
whom alone thy help could come ? 

And haſt thou been taught the 


it, Father, Son and Spirit, the cove- 


and engaged to be given to the 
Son as the head of his body, "Y 


poſſeſſion of ee 
and by his Spirit he freely and ful- 


be receiving out of his fulneſs grace 


for grace, until they receive out of |. 


the ſame fulneſs glory for glory. 


O my ſoul, examine cloſely, 


and PI thyſelf by the ſtandard 
B 5 
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. 
of the divine word. Search and 
try, what the conviction of thy 
loft eſtate has been. Was it deep 
and practical? Is it an abiding 


truth with thee, that there 1s no 
help, or hope in thyſelf ? And haſt 


thou fled for refuge to lay hold of 


the hope ſet before thee in the 
Lord Jeſus? Is thy knowlege of 
the Godhead mere theory, or is it 


brought into practice? Doſt thou 
enjoy the Father's love, through 
faith in the finiſhed falvation of | 
the Son, by 


the influence of the 
holy Spirit? This is the faving 


knowlege of the Godhead. And 
is this thine ? Doſt thou honor the 


divine perſons by acknowleging 


their immutable counſel, and im- 
mutable oath, entered into for the 
ſecurity of the heirs of promiſe, 
that they might truſt, and not be 


afraid? Doſt thou ſee with any 
clearneſs 


— 


E | 
clearneſs the abſolute ſafety of re- 
lying upon the promiſes of God, 
and. doſt thou expect to draw from 
hence comfort to thy conſcience, 
and joy to thy heart? 

If thou art indeed ſet out in the 


way to heaven, art thou ſettled in 


the knowlege of thy fallen ſtate? 
 Haſt thou found thyſelf unable to 
do any thing, but to haſten on thy 
ruin? And from the ſight and 
ſenſe of this, haſt thou * led to 
ſee all undertaken for thee, and ſe- 
' cured to thee for time and eternity 
in the covenant of the ever-blefled 
trinity. Theſe truths lie at the very 
foundation of all comfortable walk- 
ing with God. See that thou be 
well grounded in them. The 
knowlege of thyſelf is to bring thee 
to God: the knowlege of Gods 18 
to lead thee to Ae with him. 

The one is to teach thee to re- 
| nounce 
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nounce all truſt in thyſelf. The 


other is to ſhew thee, that thou 
mayeſt ſafely place the confidence 
of thy heart on thy reconciled 
Father, thy Saviour, and thy guide. 
Look up to him then, O my ſoul, 
and be often praying to him, and 
ſaying, 

O Lord God, that which I ſee not, 
teach thou me, Keep me an hum- 
ble diſciple in the ſchool of Chriſt. 
Let me be daily learning there, what 


I am in myſelf, a fallen ſinful crea- 


ture, juſtly deſerving everlaſting 
deſtruction from thy preſence. O 
let me never loſe ſight of my want 


of a Saviour, nor ever be without 


the ſenſe of what he ſaid With- 
out me ye can do nothing.” Teach 


me this, thou eternal Spirit. Open 


thou mine underſtanding to-under- 


ſtand the ſcriptures. What thou 
haſt revealed in them concerning 
* db rtetnA the 
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the Godhead, and concerning the 
| counſels and works of the ever- 
bleſſed Trinity, that reveal to m 
ſoul. Thou haſt declared, that no 
man. can ſay Jeſus is the Lord but 
by the Holy Ghoſt: O ſhine then 
into my dark mind, and lead me 
into the ſaving knowlege of the 
Lord Jeſus. Make me acquaint- 
ed with his covenant undertakings, 
and his perfect fulfilling of them, 


vation, I may find the Father's 
| love 10 the Son, his Father my Fa- 
ther, and may be brought through 

thy bleſſed influence to have fel- 
lowſhipꝑ with the Father and the 
Son. O lead me into all truth, 
thou Spirit of wifdom and revela- 
tion, that I may know the things 


* * 
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may through thee be made wiſe 
unto falyation. Amen. 
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that by reſting on his finiſhed ſal- 


which belong to my peace, and 
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| The believer 1s reconciled to God, 

and has the peace of God ruling 

in bis conſcience, and they two 

|  woalk together: becauſe they are 
noto agreed. 


T is written in the prophets— 
+ They 
= God” every one of his children 
{ſhall be brought to the knowlege 
of the truth, and what they have 
been taught in the underſtanding 
| ſhall be made practical, that it 
may have its proper effect upon 
the conſcience. And this is an- 
ſwWered, when it comes under the 
governance of the word of God, 
and faithfully accuſes or condemns 
according to that unerring rule. 
Con- 
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ſhall be all taught of | 
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Conſcience ſuppoſes the know- 
lege of fome rule, and it conſiſts in 
comparing a man's ſtate or actions 
with that rule, in order to diſcover 
whether they agree with it, or 
not. | 
The rule is the ſcripture, the 


whole revealed will of God, which 


is the unerring, and the only 
ſtandard of right and wrong: for 
all ſcripture is given by the inſpi- 


ration of God, and is profitable for 
| doctrine, to teach the man of God 


what is truth, and to make him | 
wiſe in it unto ſalvation. Fallen 
man has no means of diſcovering 


the will of God, but as it is reveal- 


ed to him. He has no innate 
knowlege. He has no implanted 
principles. He 1s born as ignorant 


of God, and of the things of God, 


as a wild aſs's colt. His under- 
ſtanding is darkened, being alie- 


nated 


1 40 } 
nated from the life of God through 


the ignorance that is in him, be- 
cauſe of the blindneſs of his heart. 
And he has no means in his own | 
power of attaining any divine 
| knowlege : for he cannot by ſearch- 
ing find out God. The world by 
its wiſdom never did find him out. 
The Hottentots know as much of 
him as the Greeks and Romans 
did: indeed the natural man, let 
him be ever ſo wiſe, knoweth not | 
the things of the Spirit of God, 
neither CAN he know them: be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
| Ihe ſcripture then is the only | 
A} rale of right and wrong. Con- 
| Nena ſcience has no direction but this 
rule. Neither ethics, nor meta- 
phyſics, no fancied light of dark 
nature, no lawleſs law of rebel na- 
ture, no human ſcience, whether 


pretended to be implanted, or by 
# the 
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the uſe of reaſon to be acquired, | 1 
have any right to guide the con- 7 
ſcience, Theſe are blind leaders A 
of the blind. They undertake, 72 
what they are not only unfit, but = 
what they have no warrant for, 8 

A parcel of felons in jail may think N 
what they will of their ſtate. They: | 7 
may take it upon them to form a Z 
mock. court, and to try one ano- 3 
ther. I. hey may acquit or con- I 
| demn, as they pleaſe: but the þ 
judge and the jury will pay no re- f 


gard to their foolifly proceedings. 
There is a word which is to try 
us at the laſt day, and by that we 


| ſhould try ourſelves at preſent. It ö 
was revealed for this purpoſe. And 9 
when the revealed truth is clearly! | "I 
| underſtood, then conſcience. is act - F 


ing aright, if it finds a true verdict 
for God, either accuſing, or elſe 
EX 
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| excuſing, according to the direc- 
tion of his unerring word. 
And this is the work of the holy 
Spirit. He enlightengd the judg- 
ment with the knowlege of the 
truth, in order to make it practi- 
cal: which he effects by bringing 
the conſcience to ſubmit to the 
| ſovereignty of God in the law, and 
to ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of 
God in the goſpel,” Herein he diſ- 
plays the omnipotent power of his 
grace, according to the promiſe, 
John xvi. 8. He carries with de- 
monſtration the conviction of guilt; 
and the conviction of righteouſ- 
neſs, to the conſcience. © By the 
former he gives the finner a real 
heart-felt ſenſe of his fin and mi- 
ſery, and he aeknowleges himſelf 
a convict of the law, juſtly deſerv- 
ing all its penalties in time and in 
eternity. By the latter he ſets open 
a door 
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a door of hope, ſhewing him the 


perfect righteouſneſs of the God- 


man wrought out for ſuch guilty 
creatures as he is: he enables him 
o plead it before the throne, and 


to truſt in it for his acceptance; 
by which means he finds relief in 
his conſcience, and comfort in his 


heart. Being juſtified, by faith he 


has peace with God through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 


What the holy Spirit teaches, has 


life, as well as light in it. He ac- 
companies his doctrine with the 


power of God. What he has te- 


vealed concerning the ſtate of man- 
kind under the fall, he applies 
with divine evidence to the con- 
ſcience. Under his influence the 


| ſinner reads thoſe ſcriptures, and 


feels the truth of them. As by 
©one man fin entered into the 


ee world and death by fin, fo death 


6e paſſed 
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o paſſed upon all men, for that all 
© have ſinned: through the offence 


e of one judgment came upon all 
©* men to condemnation : for it is 
„ written, there is none righteous, 
ce no not one, there is none that un- 


„ derſtandeth, there is none that 


« ſeeketh after God: they are all 


gone out of the way, they are 


* together become unprofitable, 
*© there is none that doeth good, no 
not one. Now we know that 
what things ſoever the law ſaith, 
it commands them who are un- 
der the law, that every mouth 
may be ſtopped; and all the 
te world may become guilty before 


cc 


”m 


<« God.” His mouth is ſtopped, 


He has no plea to make. No ex- 
cuſe left. hat the law ſaith, he 
ſubſcribes to. The law brings 
him in guilty before God, and in 
his conſcience he bears his teſti- 


mony 
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L 45 ] 
mony to the law. He acknow- 
leges it to be holy, juſt and good, 
even in its penalties, which he de- 
ſerves to ſuffer. Formerly he tried, 
and took great pains to eſcape 
them, but now he gives over all 
thoſe ſelf-righteous attempts. He 
found, that he labored in vain to 
atone for his ſins, or to make him- 
ſelf holy. He groans being bur- | 
dened under the ruins of the fall. 
His ignotance, rebellion, apoſtacy, 
his corruption in every faculgy of 
ſoul and body, render him unable 
to take one ſtep in his return to 
God. He owns it, and confeſſes, 
that without Chriſt he can do no- 
thing. | | 

O my ſoul,  confider, whether 
God has taught thee this knowledge 
| of thyſelf. It is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to reconcile thee to him, and 
to his ways. Thou wilt never 
heartily 
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heartily agree to walk with him by 


faith, ſo long as thou haſt any thing 


of thine own to truſt in, or to draw 
comfort from. Examine then; 
art thou ſenſible of thy fall, and 
doſt thou feel the ſad effects of it? 
Doſt thou know what it is to be 
alienated from the life of God ? 
What! doſt thou find to this day 


the oppoſition of thy ſinful nature 


to the holy law, the fleſh luſting 
in thee againſt the ſpirit? Has 
Gad thus convinced thee of fin ? 
I he has, then in thy conſcience 
thou ſubmitteſt to what the law 
ſays of thy ſtate. Thy mouth is 
ſtopped, and thou art guilty before 
God. Thou haſt nothing of thine 


own to urge in arreſt of judgment. 


This is an enlightened conſcience: 


ſo far it ſpeaks for God and is 
guided by his unerring word. O 
* to the Lord the Spirit, and 
beg 


r 


ö 
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beg of him to guide thee into all 
truth, that he may bring thy con- 
ſcience to ſubmit to the righteouſ- 
neſs of Jeſus, and to be a faithful 
witneſs for him. 

This is his proper work in the 
ſoul, and what he undertook in 


the everlaſting covenant. When 


he is come, ſays Chriſt, he. ſhall 
convince. the world of righteouſ- 
nels ; he ſhall teſtify of me, that I 
am made of God righteouſneſs to 
believers; and he ſhall glorify me, 
as Jehovah their righteouſnels : 
thus he ſhall teach them my righ- 


- teoufneſs with which the Father 


is ſatisfied, and he ſhall through 
faith apply it effectually to their 


conſciences, and they ſhall alfo be 


ſatisfied with it. Being juſtified by 
faith they ſhall have peace with 
God through their Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs is a perfect con- 
formity to the law: if it be tried 
by the balance of the ſanctuary, 
it is full weight; if by the ſtandard, 
it is full meaſure; if judgment be 
laid to the line and righteouſneſs 
to the plummet, it is quite upright. 
There is no defect in it of any 
kind. This is the righteouſneſs 
of the law—it muſt be perfect and 
continual, failing in no one point: 
for the unrighteous ſhall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God. And 
it is an adjudged caſe, that there is 
none righteous, no not one. It is 
left upon record, that ALL have 
ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory 


of God; therefore by- the deeds of 
the law, there ſhall no fleſh be 


juſtified in his ſight. 
When the holy Spirit has con- 


vinced a ſinner of his being in this 


unrighteous ſtate, then it becomes 
| an 


4 . 0 a . * * 8 . 3 d a . * 
i „ — a 7 - 222 2 * 1 33 8 PS ; 0 int * * 


3 3 . 


1 49 ] |þ 
| an important enquiry—how can 
the Jadge of all the earth ever look 
upon and treat a ſinner, as if he 
was a righteous perſon ? To which 
the goſpel anſwers directly God ; 
| © hath made Chriſt to be fin for us, 6 
* who knew no lin, that we might | 
te be made the righteouſneſs of God 
«'1n him.” This was agreed upon 
inthe covenant of the eternal Three. 
The Father undertook to maintain 
the honor and dignity of his law and 
| juſtice. His co- equal Son under- 
took for his people to come in their 
| nature, and to ſtand in their place 
and ſtead ; to act for them, and to 
ſuffer for them. As their ſurety, he 
made himſelf anſwerable for their 
debt of obedience, and for their 
debt of ſuffering. Accordingiy 
when the great lawfulfiller cometh | 
into the world he faith, Lo, I come | 
o bo THY WILL, O Gor. He 
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did it in his infinitely holy life, in 
which he magnified the precepts. of 
the law, and made them everlaſt- 
ingly honorable. He ſuffered it in 
his infinitely. holy paſſion, bearing 
the ſins and ſorrows of his people, 
their curſe, and wirath in his body 
and ſoul, upon the tree, until the 
immenſe debt being paid he cried 
out in the triumph of a conquer- 
ing, though a dying Jeſus,” 1x 18 
FINISHED for; through death he 
conquered death, and him that had 
the power of death, that is the 
devil: he finiſhed the tranſgreſſion, 
and made an end of ſius, and made 
reconciliation for iniquity; . and 
brought in eveclaſting righteouſneſs. 

This is the great leading truth 
of the goſpel, in which the peace 
of conſcience is principally con- 
cerned. The juſtly offended God 
is here revealed under the cha- 
| FI 1 racter 
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racter of a reconciled Father. He 
gave his Son tobe a covenant of 
the peaple ; who was to fulfil all 
covenant engagements for them, 
and he has fulfilled them all. The 


end of his living and dying for 
them is anſwered. He has finiſh- 


ed the tranſgreſſion, and has made 
peace by the blood of his ctoſs. 
He has brought in everlaſting righ- 


teouſneſs by his divine obedience, 
and the Lord is well-pleaſed with 
im for his righteouſneſs ſake, yea 


he is well- -pleaſed alſo with; his 


body the church. He looks upon 


all 55 members, as he looks upon 
the head. He accepts them in the 


beloved. He beholds them in 
him with perfect delight, and reſts 
in his love. He is his Father, and 
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their Father. He is related to his- 


whole family in heaven and earth 
in the cloſeſt bonds of fatherly 
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| 1 52 J 
affection, and he makes his love 
known to them, and ſheds it abroad 


in their hearts by the Holy Ghoſt. 


He would have all his children to 
addreſs him under this dear name 
-—OurR FATRHER which art in 
heaven, and to expect from his fa- 
therly love all ſpiritual bleflings 
in Chrift Jeſus. 

When this comfortable doctrine 
is received into the conſcience it 
ſilences guilt, and produces peace 
with God. The goſpel comes 
with full authority to eſtabliſh it 
in the conſcience: for it is therein 


revealed and propoſed to our belief 


under the character of a divine 


RECORD, made authentic and pro- 


perly enrolled in the court of 
heaven. The witneſſes are the 
eternal Three. Their record is 
in the nature of a covenant, con- 
firmed by their joint-counſel, and 

| ratified 
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ratified by their joint- dat the 


two immutable things, in which it 
is impoſſible for God to lie. He 
graciouſly vouchſafed to give the 


heirs, of promiſe this perfect ſecu- 
rity for their ſalvation, that after 
they had fled to Jeſus for refuge, 


there might be an end of all ſtrife | 


in their conſciences, and they 
might have ſtrong conſolation, 
Accordingly we read, There are 
« Three that bear record in heaven, 


«© the Father, the word, and the 
„Holy Ghoſt, and theſe Three 


« are ONE, A record} among 


men is an authentic teſtimony in 


writing entered by authority id one 
of the king's courts, in order to 
preſerve the proceedings had up- 
on any ſuit. This record con- 
tains the final determination of the 
judges in that cauſe, and is their 


memorial of it, and therefore im- 
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ports in itſelf ſuch uncontroulable 
f evidence, as to admit of no proof 
to the contrary. The matter of 
the record is never allowed to be 
ttied by a jury, but is of ſuch credit 
as not to be queſtioned in any in- 
ſtance. This is the nature of a 
record in law. And if we receive 
the witneſs of men, certainly the 


is the witneſs of God, which he 
hath witneſſed of his Son namely 
He hath given to us eternal ſife, 
and this life is in his Son!“ T0 
which the Spirit beareth witneſs": 
| becauſe the Spirit is truth. He 


ald peace, which was between the 
Father and the Son, he has entered 
it upon record, and every word of 


is allowed to be good and valid in 
the court of heaven. As à powers 
2720 > ad”, ful 


witneſs of God is greater; for this. | 


has revealed the covenant of life 


the record may be pleaded: for it | 
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ful. advocate he pleads the perfect 
fulfilling of all righteouſneſs in the 
life and death of the God-man 
and the Father's perfect accept- 
ance of What he did and ſuffer- 
ed, as the ful] redemption- price 
for all his people, and he carries 
his cauſe in the court of conſcience. 
The awakened ſinner is convinced, 
that the work of Jeſus is a finiſh- 
ed ſalvation; and that the divine 
record isa ſufficient Warrant for 
him to believe in it. According- 
ly he gives it credit; and is enabled 
to plead it againſt guilt and fear. 


Upon which he fimds peace with 


Godt. Truſting to the blood of 
ſprinkling for pardon, and to the 


| Hghtcoatneſs of Jeſus for acept- 


ance; :heithen ſers God reconciled 
to him, and that recbsciles him to 
God, and by the Spirit of N 
Re cries, Abba, Lathen? 


ä 
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But perhaps it may be ſaid, 1 
believe this, but I do not find 
2 in my conſcience. Nay, 
but you do not believe it; if you 
did, it would certainly bring pre- 
ſent relief: for guilt comes from the 
broken law, and from the appre- 
henſion of puniſhment deſerved ; 
but the law has been reſtored to | 
its dignity and made infinitely ho- 
— by the righteouſneſs of Je- | 


ſus, how can you believe this and | 
yet be under guilt? The puniſh- | 
ment was laid upon Jeſds, and he | 
ſuffered all that was due to his | 
people, as their atoning ſacrifice, 
— can you believe this, and yet 
fear that juſtice will puniſh you #* 
A debtor would not fear to be ar- 
reſted, if his ſurety had paid the 
ſum, and got him a full diſcharge. 
A felon with the king's pardon in 
his pocket would diſhonor it great- 
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| his crime. Examine — and 
pray for the right underficoding 
of your caſe ; and depend upon it, 


— 


not believe the matter of fe, or 
the record concerning it. 

The matter of fact is the me- 
' thod provided for  quieting the 


— 2 * 


exceeding rich grace and of a 
 laſtibg eſticaey. The Father gay 
the Son to be the ſurety Re Is his 
people, and to live and to die for 
them, and in their ſtead, The Son 
has finiſhed the work, which the 


Father gave him to do, and is be- 
come the author of their eternal 
ſalvation. "43 of 

| © The record of this fac ; is' in the 
+ ſcripture. Father, Son, and Spirit 
the three r in heaven have 


p E 5 by 


| you will find, that either you do. 


guilty conſcience—a proviſion of 


ly, if he was to live in continue 
| | dread and terror of ſuffering for | 
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by covenant and oath "atteſted, 


5 there is life erna 
believeth in Jeſus. God {0 
loved the world, that he gave his 
** only begotten Son, that whoſo- 
<©ever believeth in him ſhould not 


e periſh, but have everlaſting life.” 


Now conſider, of what do you 
doubt? Has jeſus made full atone- 
ment for ſin, and brought in ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs ? Has the Fa- 
ther Jam kita again and again 
his perfect delight in his perſon, 
and his infinite ſatis faction in his 
work. Cextainly you cannot queſ- 
tion this doctrine, if you believe 
the ſeripture to be a divine revela- 
tion. Do you doubt then of God's 


free promiſe; or: of his faithfulneſs | 


His word and promiſe ratiſied in 


the immutable covenant, and ſeal- 
Ta 2 


| to fulfil it? What! Can his word 
be broken? Can his promiſe fail ? 


__ 
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ed with the immutable oath of the 


eternal Three? This is your war- 
rant to believe. And do you que 
tion the veracity of it? He, that 
e believeth not God, hath made 
him a liar.“ O what a dreadful 
ſin to give the lie to the holy Tri- 


nity! The Father ſays, whoſoever: | 
cometh; the Son ſays, all that come 


unto me, ſhall be ſaved ; the Spi- 


rit ſays, come, whoſoever will, let 


him take of the water of life free- 
ly, and be ſaved. Are not theſe 
faithful ſayings worthy of all cre- 
dit? eſpecially as they are deliver- 
ed with divine authority under the 
great ſeal of heaven. If doubts 
ſtill remain, pray againſt them and 
meditate upon the unteaſonable- 
neſs as well as the wickedneſs of 
them, and continue to hear and to 
read the word (for faith cometh; 
ap "ada too bys hearing): that 


bo you 
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you may be enabled to put honor | 
| upon it by venturing your foul | 
u the divine faithfulneſs to | 
| make it good to you. 
Perhaps you may believe the re- 
cord, which God hath given of 1 
his Son, but you cannot do it with | 
ſtedfaſtneſs: you can at times ſtay | 
your mind upon God with ſweet | 
peace, but you are not able to | 
maintain it: yea, you loſe it when 
| you want it moſt. How in this | 
caſe ſhall the believer keep the 


peace of God ruling Wye in his 
conſcience ? 


Itis to be mabttnined inthe ſame 
| way, by which it was firſt received. 
It came by believing, and is there- 
by ſtrengthened. By the ſhedding | 
of the blood of — Chriſt peace 47 
1 was made between God and man 
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by the ſprinkling of his blood peace 
is made between man and God. | 


When 


1 


| | 

| 

; 
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| ſcience by the holy Spirit, and re- 
| ceived by faith, there is a continual 


| 


| ways bring the ſame cleanfing vir- |} 


| of the truth of God's recofe con- 


U br 3} 
When this is applied to the con- 


preſervative againſt: guilt : © For 
the blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſ- 
eth from all fin”. Here is the | 
witneſs of God; and it is always 
the ſame, This believed will al- | 


tue, and keep the conſcience purged 
from dead works. If at any time | 
guilt defile it, then unbelief has 
entered, and has been denying, 
either that the blood of Chriſt 
does cleanſe from all fin, or that the 
divine teſtimony concerning it does 

deſerve credit. Guilt cannot eafily | 
enter into the conſcience but by 


one of theſe two ways. Examine, | ö 
and ſee which it is. Do you doubt 


of the virtue of Chriſt's blood, or 


cerning it ? 
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Vou reply, I dare not queſtion 


: Kana of them, yet nevertheleſs; 1 
cannot with any ſettled comfort 
maintain peace with. God. But 
it is your privilege to maintain it, 
confirmed to you by the royal char- 
ter of grace, and ratified in it by 


many expreſs promiſes: Jeſus has 
made peace by the blood of his 


croſs, andi if you believe What the 


God of truth ſays of it, peace 
ſhould rule in your heart always: 


for all things are well ordered for 


you, and ſure in the everlaſting co- 


venant. On the part of God, all is 


unalterably fixed. 3-ortom try What 
is it then, which unſettles you ? 
Is it ſomething you find in your- 


ſelf? Is it from indwelling fn, re- 
maining corruption, a body of ſin 


and death, or from the ee 


of your faith and of your other 
* What! have you forgot- 


ten, 


4-402 r 
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ten, that ſrom all theſe the blood 


of «Jeſus: Chriſt cleanſeth? Is it 


from a ſuſpicion, that your peace 
is not right, becauſe it cbbs and 
flows F This ſhould: humble, but 
not diſcourage you: becauſe there 


move your ſuſpieion. God has 


of your peace: he keeps both by 


in the hand of God at the loweſt 


ebb, as at the higheſt ſpring=tide | 


of ſenſible comfort: becauſe your 


ſafeguard is almighty, and he is 
equally concerned about your peace, | 

' whether you feel it, or not- Your; | 
| ſenſe of it may vary, but he varies 
not. There is in him no variable- 
neſs, 


— 
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is a gracious ptoviſion made to re- 


his mighty power, as it is written, 
the peace of God which ſurpaſſeth 
all underſtanding ſhall keep with a 

ſafe guard your hearts and minds |, 
in Chriſt ſeſus. Vou ate as ſafe 


taken the charge both of you and 


| 


[ 64 ! 
neſs, nor ſhadow of turning. How 


| ſhould the belief of this ſtay your 


mind upon your God, and keep 
guilt out of the conſcience, even 


and have no light? ; 
O my ſoul, meditate upon thoſe 
precious truths. Give thyſelf whol- 
ly to them. Confider, how deep- 
| 


ly they enter into the very being 


of thy peace. Unleſs they be un- 
derſtood, thou canſt not know the 
| way of peace; and unleſs they be 
received by faith, thy conſcience 
will not be purged from guilt and 
| unbelief. And while theſe defile 
it, thou canſt not look upon God 
as reconciled, or delight thyſelf in 
him or in his ways. Can two 
| walk together, except they be a- 
greed ? But when they are agreed, 

and of one mind, then walking 
| with 


- when you are walking in darkneſs, | 


| 


40 


[I 
with God becomes pleaſant, and 


all his paths are peace. 
Search then, and examine thy- 


ſelf, O my ſoul, and that not light- 
ly, and after the manner of diſſem- 


blers with God, but cloſely and 
thoroughly by the light of the 


divine word, and under the teach- 


ing of the divine Spirit. Dot 
thou underſtand what is revealed 
concerning the way of peace— 
what was covenanted in the coun- 
ſel of the eternal Three—and what 
a? Jeſen Chrif is the gren peare- 
it? Jeſus Chriſt is the great - 
maker» He has — peace 
through the blood of his croſs. 


The Father ſent him, gave him to 


be a covenant of the people, to 
fulfil for them all righteouſneſs, 


and to be their atoning ſacrifice. 
The Father has ſeen the work 
| which he gave him to do, and has | 


accepted 
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accepted it; is perfectly ſatisfied 
with it, and therefore is infinitely 


his. He would now be known by 
the high ſtyle and title of the G05 


or PEACE. Fury is not in him to 


loved. He is a Father, fully, for 
ever reconciled to all his children 
in Chriſt Jeſus. W them, 
as he loves him, with every kind 
feeling of the de — er — — 
And her will, brüng every one bf 
them with their glorified 


bead-pf:the bleſings: of badtver- 


I thine underſtanding be en- 
| ightened- with this 3 
God, is it effectual in thy co 


ſcience ? oy: thou plead ie these 
Haſt 
thou a good conſcience, freed fromm 
yo and, condemaation, - by be- 


This is the principal thing. 


delighted with him and with all 


thoſe, whom he ſees in the be- 


ma a ol een 
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r fake. His ſoul delighted 


unto death, even the death of the 
 crols, therefore the Father hath 


witneſs of God. Doſt thou yield 
canſt thou ſet to thy ſeal that Gd 


H true, and that what' ſatisfied him 
has perfectly ſatisfied thee; and 


| therefore the peace of God rules 


in thy conſcience. r ol and” wy 
all means??? 


Remember, this is thy privilege; 


of it. The evidence is as full, as 
could be deſired for the ending of 


lieving the record which God hath 
given of his Son? He is well | 
- pleaſed with him for his righte- 


in the ſweet ſmelling ſavor of his | 


| Soh's ſacrifice. Becauſe he hum- | 
| bled himſelf and became obedient |. 


to it, and give it full credit? What! 


— . 
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highly exalted him. This is the 


Thou art called to the enjoyment 


all ſtrife in thy conſcience. The 
0% greateſt | 


[FEY 


| greateſt honor, thou canſt put up- 
on the divine witneſles, is ſo to 
end it, as to ſuffer no appeal to be 
made from their decree, Thy 
conſcience fhould join iſſue. It 
| ſhould fay the ſame that God does. 
It ſhould plead thy diſcharge from 
guilt under the broad ſeal of 
heaven; and ſhould ſtop the mouth 
of unbelief with thoſe words writ- 
ten in golden letters in the royal 
charter of grace There is no 
* condemnation to them that are 
in Chriſt Jeſus they are freely 
forgiven ALL treſpaſſes —— 
« They are juſtified from ALL 
| © things—tby fins and iniquities, 
* ſays God himſelf, will Iremember 

©« NO MORE, Theſe are the im- 


honor upon. them. Believe them 
without doubt or wavering. — 
10 [+ oſt 


mutable words of truth, They can- | 
not be broken, O my foul, put 


| 
| 


3 
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Thou mayeſt ſafely venture to be- 
lievo all that the Lord hath ſpoken. 
He will make it good; and the 
more thou believeſt, the more will 
be made good. More faith will 
bring thee in a richer revenue of 
peace. The Lord increaſe thy 


thy conſcience, that it may agree 


with God ; neither queſtioning the | 
infinite value of the righteouſneſs. 


and atonement of Immanuel, nor 
yet the faithfulneſs of his promiſe, 
under which thou claimeſt them 


« them freely.” 
Let thy faith be ever ſo well 
' eſtabliſhed, yet thou wilt meet with 


| remember, the foundation on which 
thon ſtandeſt, cannot fail, and 


doſt thou draw back thy confi- 
dence? Truſt, and not be afraid. 


none, 


| 


faith. May it entirely influence 


© WHoSOEVER WILL may take 


ſomething ny day to try it; but 


— 
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none, nothing ſhall remove thee 


from it, The Lord brought thee 


| to build upon this foundation. He 
| hath begun the good work and 


he will not leave his work unfiniſn- 
ed. The top ſtone ſhall certainly 


be brought forth with ſhouting 
GRACE—GRACE :. for his love is 
like himſelf. His purpoſes, his 


word, his works change not. 


What if thou feel many things 
wrong in thyſelf, thou art ſome- 


be pleaſed with thy corruptions, 


and TA art not pleaſed with thy 
duties, thy graces are weak, thy 


times low in ſpirits ; thou canſt not 


* 


love not as it ſhould be, thy beſt 


ſervices unprofitable; yet theſe very 


of God. They will lead thee e- 
N 


| things rightly underſtood, and im- 
proved by the teaching of the holy 
Spirit will be the means of eſta- 
bliſhing thy conſcience in the peace | 
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very day to a greater, dependence 
upon . ſovereign grace: for they 
will leave thee nothing to truſt in, 
but the righteouſneſs and the atone- 
ment of Immanuel, nothing to keep 
thee, but his faithfulneſs to-his ward 
and work, and, nothing to bleſs 
thee, but bis free, covenant mercy. | 
Thus they will work. together for 
thy good. Trials will ſettle thee. 
. will confirm thee in peace. 
Troubles will bring thee nearer to 
God. Amiqdſt all diſcouragements 
ou wilt have this promiſe to ſtay 
thy ſoul upon I will never leave 
bc thee, nor forſake thee.” His 
friendthip i is fixt. It ſprings from 
the, purpoſe , and love of his own 
breaſt, and therefore was and is 
always, unchangeably the ſame in 
him. Whom he loveth he loveth 
an the end. | 
Well 


„ 


Well then, O my ſoul; thou haſt 


examined thyſelf. How is it with 
| thee? Doſt thou know the — 
of peace? Art thou at e wit 


God being juſtified by faith? Canſt 


thou plead this 


, and main- 


tain it in thy conſcience? Is it a 


good conſcience, does it witneſs for 
God? Is it a pure conſcience, 
| cleanſed from guilt and condem- 
| nation? Ts it ſatisfied, that the 
Father is perfealy reconciled 
through the life and death of his 
Son? And is it fatished with the 
divine record, giving thee a free 
grant of the benefits of his life and 
death, and putting thee into poſſeſ- 
ſion by believing ? Art thou of one 
heart and of one mind in this mat- 


ter with the Father, and now be- 


ing at peace with him agreed to 
walk in his way? If indeed he has 
been thus gracious unto thee, bleſs 
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the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that 


is within me praiſe him for the ex- 


ceeding -riches of his love. What 
a mercy is it, that he has brought 
thee into the way of peace! O go 
on: fear not. Set out daily with 


| an holy humble boldneſs to walk 


with thy God. And for the guid- 
ing of thy feet in his way, and that 


| thy ſteps may not decline from it, 


be diligent in hearing and reading 
the word of God. Study it. Pray 


over it. Mind what encouragement 


| it. gives thee: Having therefore, 


{© brethren, boldneſs to enter into 


| *©-the holieſt by the blood of je- 
| *ſus, by that new and living way, 


«© which he hath conſecrated for 


| © us, through the vail, that is to 
e ſay, his fleſh, and having an high 


* prieſt over the houſe of God, 


| © let us draw near with a true 
« heart, in full aſſurance of faith, 


Vox. I. D having 


; 
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te having our hearts ſprinkled from 
* an evil conſcience, and our bodies 
| <© waſhed with pure water,” Heb. 
x. 19, 20, &c. What perfect peace 
is here proclaimed to the children 
of God! Sin had ſeparated them 
from him, but there is acceſs 
| through Jeſus. He is the way to 
the Father. He is a new way, in 
oppoſition to the old way of works, 
which upon the fall was ſhut for 
ever. He is a living way, all that 
are alive to God live by the faith 
of the Son of God. He is a con- 
ſecrated way, every thing needful 
for their holy walk being provided 
in him. And they are required to 
walk in this way with boldneſs; 
truſting to the blood of Jeſus, and 
depending on the interceſſion of 


the high prieſt over the houſe of 


| God, they have acceſs with con- 
fidence into the holieſt. It is their 
13 | un- 


2 — 


I 
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| cation of the blood of Jeſus, and 


rience. May I ever have grace to 


| with a good conſcience. Yea, Lord, 


 0$ J 
undoubted privilege to draw near 
with a true heart, not like a double 
minded man wavering and un- | 
ſtable ; but with full aſſurance of 

faith, entirely ſatisfied that God in 
Chriſt has nothing in his breaſt, 
but love towards them ; therefore 
they ſhould believe in him, and | 
ſerve him without fear, having their | 
hearts ſprinkled from an evil con- 

ſcience, maintaining peace with 
God through the continual appli- 


having their bodies waſhed with 
pure water, body and ſoul being 
cleanſed from the guilt and filth of 
ſin by the waſhing of regeneration - 
and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 

O may this be my happy expe- 


draw near to my reconciled Father 


this is my hearts deſire. I would | 
D 2 walk 
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N 
walk with thee day by day in per- 
fect peace. O — Oy re- 
queſt of my lips. Glory be to thy 
| free love that through Jeſus I am 
ſuffered to have acceſs into thy pre- 
ſence, and am commanded to come 
with boldneſs" into the holieſt of 
all. Lo I come before thee, holy 
Father, to plead the blood ſhed- 
ding and the righteouſneſs of thy 
dear Son; and Thope my plea will be 
admitted through the interceſſion of 
the high pricft of the houſe of God. 
O look, thou God of peace upon 
the face of thy Beloved. See me 
in him. I defire to be found in 
him. And for his ſake let the faith- 
ful witneſs for thy love in Jeſus 
abide with me, that in hearing and 
reading thy word, in prayer and 
meditation he may increaſe my 
faith in thee and love to thee. 
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O God the Holy Ghoſt, I beſeech 
thee to make practical upon my 
heart what thou haſt revealed in 
ſcripture of the Father's love. De- 
liver me from guilt and condem- 
nation by the ſprinkling of the 
blood of Jeſus. Apply it effec- 
| tually. Apply it continually.” Help 
me to. believe with more comfort 
in my conſcience, and with more 
ſtedfaſtneſs in my walk, that his 
| blood cleanſeth from all fin. O 
bleſſed Spirit, carry on thy work in 
my foul. Lead me from faith to 
faith, that I may at all times have | 
freedom to enter within the vail to | 
| a reconciled God and Father, and 
may be able to maintain peace with | 
him againſt doubts and fears, a- | 
| gainſt corruptions and enemies. | 
teach me to draw near to him with 
a true heart, ſtedfaſtly perſuaded of 
his love, and in full aſſurance of 
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| Faith) This is thy gracious office, 


O fulfil it in me, that my heart 
may be ſprinkled from an evil 
conſcience and my body waſhed 
with pure water. Let me find grace 


| ſufficient for me for Jeſus ſake, to 
whom with thee O Father, and the - 


eternal Spirit, three perſons in one 
Jehovah, be equal honor and glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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CHAP. III. 


Te believer in his heart cleaves to | 
God, and walks with bim in love. 


| | | 
PIs depends entirely upon a | 
T1 


ood conſcience. There can 
be no love of God, unleſs there be | 
| firſt peace with God. No con- 
vinced ſinner can love him, until 


| he believes him to be reconciled. 


While guilt remains in the con- 


| ſcience, enmity will keep its place | 


in the heart : for ſo long as he looks 
upon his fins unpardoned, and 
| God the juſt avenger of them, he 
mult conſider him as a jealous God, 
and a conſuming fire. In this view | 
there is every thing that can in- 
creaſe his guilty fears. And while 


| theſe defile the conſcience, inſtead | 


e 
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of walking with God, he would run 


away from him, and like the firſt | 
offenders, he would fooliſhly try 
to hide himſelf from the preſence 
of God. | 


But when the holy Spirit has | 


diſcovered the way of peace, and | 


has enabled the ſinner to find peace, | 
being pardoned and juſtified through | 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus, then he looks | 


upon God in another light. He | 
can view him, according as he has | 


proclaimed himſelf—the Lord, the 


Lord God; merciful and gracious, | 
long fuffering and abundant in 


3 and truth, keeping mercy 
r thouſands, forgiving iniquity, 
and tranſgreſſion, and ſin. Under 
this endearing character the God 
and'Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt | 


| 15 revealed in ſcripture. Thus 
would he be conſidered in the co- | 
| venant of grace —related in the 


neareſt | 
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' neareſt bond of affection to all his 
children. He is their father, the 
father of mercies, freely loving, 
freely forgiving, freely accepting 
them in the beloved. The holy 
| Spirit convinces them of it, and 
ſheds the Father's love to them a- 
broad in their hearts; the ſenſe of 
which ſweetly inclines them to love 
him again. Love begets love. God 
has put on the tender bowels of an 
| ever-loving parent, and he gives 


them the affection of dutifal chil- 


dren. They love him, becauſe he 
firſt loved them. Then it 1s the 


delight of their ſouls to cultivate | 


and improve this love on their part, 
and it becomes their heaven upon 
earth to walk with their God in 
the ways, wherein he has appoint- 
ed to meet them, to love them, 
and to bleſs them. 
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The main point then in the 
| chriſtian walk is to know how to 


| maintain peace in the conſcience : 


becauſe this is the powerful motive, 
upon which the believer firſt ſets 
out, and it is the great ſpring which 


keeps him going on. While his | 


conſcience continues pure and un- 


defiled, and the peace of God rules | 


in it, all is well. He does not ſtop, 

he does not halt, in the way. But 
when guilt enters, unbelief certain- 
ly follows cloſe after it, and then 


there is a freſh controverſy in the | 


court of conſcience. Many doubts 
ariſe, and afford matter for ſtrife 


and debate. The ſenſe of peace | 


is not only diſturbed, but is alſo for 


a time deſtroyed by ſuch ſuſpicions | 
as theſe—** Am 1 freely pardoned | 


© —Is God fully reconciled to me 
« —Is he ſtill my loving Father? I 
fear not. I have done ſo and 
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ce with me, and therefore I dare 
e not approach him, as I uſed to 
©« do, with love and confidence.” 
This is an evil conſcience. It is 


not e from dead works: be- 


cauſe guilt is ſtill in it, and this 


keeps the ſoul at a diſtance from 


God. It begets a coldneſs and a 
ſhyneſs to him, and by ſhutting out 
the comfortable ſenſe of his love 
makes way for fear of wrath. Then 


f the motives to walk with God loſe 
their influence, and an evil heart 
of unbelief tempts the man to de- 
part from the living God. 

| 


this leading truth, which has ſuch | 


Look well then, O my ſoul, to 


aniverſal influence over the chriſ- 
tian walk. Attend to the peace of 
thy conſcience, See it be true 
peace, and mind it be well ſettled. 
Learn to maintain it upon gofpel- 

motives, 
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« ſfo— He is certainly diſpleaſed 
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- motives. The heart follows the 
determination of conſcience; and 
cleaves to the Lord, or departs from 
him, according as the conſcience 
| excuſes or accuſes. It is therefore | 

abſolutely neceflary for our peace, | 
that we ſhould know how God | 
has been perfectly reconciled in 
Chrift Jeſus. This character of | 

ö 
| 
| 


him in the ſcriptures ſhould be 
ſtudied. Whoever has been en- 
abled to call him Abba, Father, 
ſhould implore the aſſiſtance of the 
holy Spirit for an increaſe of faith, } 
and ſhould make uſe of all appoint- 
ed means for his growth in the | 
knowlege of the love of his heaven- | 
ly Father. The apoſtle is upon | 
this ſubject in Romans v.—a chap- | 
ter abounding with powerful ar- | i 
| guments to eſtabliſh the peace 'of | h 
| God i in the conſcience; in order | _ 
that the love of God ma iy rule in 
the 
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the heart. He gives us this account | 
of the privileges of a juſtified man. 


He has peace with God through 
Jeſus Chriſt—by whom he has 


free acceſs to God—is in a ſtate of | 
grace—ſtands in it by the power of | 


God—has reaſon to rejoice (come 


what will) in hope of the glory to 
be revealed—and whatever he meets 


with in the way to glory ſhould in- 


creaſe the rejoicing of his hope, and 


confirm his heart in the love of 


God to him. Obſerve how divinely 


the apoſtle ſpeaks: Therefore 


0 eng juſtified by faith we have 

peace with God through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt: by whom 
* alſo we have acceſs by faith into 
this grace wherein we ſtand, and 


* rejoice in hope of the glory of | 
God; and not only ſo, but we | 
| © rejoice in tribulations alſo, know- 


© ing well that tribulation worketh 
*© pati- 
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«patience, and - patience experi- 
**.ence, and experience hope; and 
© hope maketh not aſhamed, be- 
© cauſe the love of God is ſhed a- 
* broad in our hearts by the Holy 
« Ghoſt, who is given unto us.” 

What privileges! how many, 
how free, how bleſſed are here de- 
elared to be the portion of the juſ- 
tined man ! which he is to enjoy in 
his reconciled God, Each of them 
tending to eſtabliſh peace in his 
conſcience, and love in his heart, 
that he may delight himſelf in God 
and in his ways! The firſt and 
chief bleſſing in. experience, which 
draws after it all the reſt, is the 
Spirit— 


The Holy Ghoſt is given unto him, 


to be a witneſs for Jeſus, and to ſhed 


abroad the Father's love through 
bim. He comes as the Spirit of 
life to quicken the ſoul, which had 

been 
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been dead in treſpaſſes and fins, 
and to bring it to the knowlege of | 
ſalvation, which he does ſecondly * 
by the gift of faith. 
Being juſtified by faith. He en- 
ables the finner to believe 1n the 
finiſhed work of the God- man, and 
to truſt to the free grant of it in the | 
| word of God; whereby he ſees 
himſelf fully juſtified : Through the 
atonement of Jeſus freed from fin | 
and guilt, through the righteouſ- | 
neſs of Jefus entitled to life and 
glory, and therefore thirdly he has 
Peace with God through Teſus 
Chrift bis Lord He ſees God is at 
peace with him perfectly and con- 
tinually reconciled. The peace is 
everlaſting which was made through 
the blood of the everlaſting cove- 
nant. The belief of this quiets 
and ſatisfies the ſinner's conſcience; 
which being purged by the blood 


and 
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and juſtified by the righteoufneſs 
of jeſus Chriſt his Lord: is at peace, 
is freed from guilty fears, and is 
reconciled to God, yea to the juſtice 
of God, who can now be juſt, and 
pet the Juſtifier 'of the ungodly. 
To what high honor is he then cal- 
led? He is admitted into friend- 
chip with God, and has 

Fedfthiy, Acceſs by faith into this 
grace, wherein he frauds--accels to a 
merey feat, to which he is invited to 
eme freely, as a beloved child to an 
affectionate parent. Boldneſs and 
acceſs with confidence are required 
| ahd*commanded. Let us come 
boldly to the throne of grace: 
having boldneſs to enter into the 
©Hholieſt by the blood of Jeſus,” 
let us by faith make much uſe of 
chat new and living way, which he 
| hath opened for us. O what a 
mercy is it thus to have acceſs to a 
50 gracious 


89 ] 
gracious Father! how much is the 
merey increaſed by his ſettling his 
children in it! We sr Ap in it, 
ſays the apoſtle, denoting the be- 


ing fixed in a ſtate of perfect ac- 


ceptance, conferred by ſovereign 
grace, brought into it by unchange- 
able love, and kept in it by the 


power of a faithful God. Ho 
ſtrengthening to faith, how encou- 
raging to hope! for 

| glory of God. Faith relies upon 
the truth of what God hath pro- 
miſed, and hope waits for the en- 
joyment of the good in the promiſe, 
but more eſpecially for the gory 


Fitthly, We rejoice in hope of. the 


which is to be revealed. This hope 


of glory is full of rejoicing :- becauſe” 
every thing which hope looks at 
| and draws its joy from depends on 


the truth and faithfulneſs of a co- 
venant God. There can be no 
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on the believer's there can be no 


©; 0 
failing on his part, and therefore 


 difappointment. On this ground 
hope caſts its anchor, both ſure and 
ſtedfaſt, and finds all ſafe during 
the ſtorms of life, yea has many a 
ſweet foretaſte of the promiſed glory, 
brought into the ſoul by theſe very 
ſtorms: for 
Sixthly, We rejoice in tribulations 
| alſo. Theſe are ſo far from taking | 
away the joy of the juſtified man, | 
that they tend greatly to increaſe it, 
and to make it more holy, as well | 
as more happy, Tribulations pro- 
duce a plentiful harveſt of bleſſings, 
they bring forth 
Patience, giving occaſion to ex- 


| erciſc the graces: of the Spirit, to 

find the truth and the power of 
them, and thereby — — — ſub- 
miſſion under the croſs to the will 
\ of God. It is good for me, ſays 
1 “ David, 


b 


6 gr 4 
e David, that I have been afflic- 
e ted ;” his troubles brought him 
to God—*< Before I was afflicted, 
6 went aſtray.” His troubles 
kept him near to God, dependent 
on the divine ſtrength to bear them | 
with patience, and for an happy | 
iſſue out of them. Whereby he 
learnt 
Experience, which follows ſuf- 
fering and patience. Tribulations 
teach us what we are as ſinners, | 
and what God is to his reconciled 
children, They make us ſenſible 
of our weakneſs, and of our being 
ſtrong only in the Lord—of our | 
miſery, and of his comforts—of | 
what we deſerve, and of what he 
ſaves us from—they- bring us to 
live out of ourſelves upon the ſure 
mercies of a covenant God: where- 
by our hope in him being tried, 
and by trial confirmed, we _— 
A. is 
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his love to us in ſuffering, and by 
daily experience become quite ſa- 
1 tisfied, that Our | 

Hape is the grace of the holy 
Spirit: for it anſwers, the ſcripture- 
character; it rejoices in tribulation. 
It has good reaſon ſo to do. It ex- 
periences God's faithfulneſs. Every 
| thing promiſed being made good 
to us in time, we thereby grow up 
into the full aſſurance of hope, that 
we ſhall not fail of receiving the 
| promiſed glory. And chis 

| » Hope maketh not aſhamed, becaufe 
the ebe God ig ſhed: abroad in our 
| hearts by the Holy Gt, who is given 
unta ur. He is given to ſatisfy our 
hearts of the love of God to us, and 
to lead us to ſtudy the nature, and 


hold what manner of love, what a 
free, full, ſovereign, and everlaſt- 
ing love, the F abr hath beſtowed 


ay upon 
| 


7 0 


, þ . . . 
the perfections of his love. Be- 
: 
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upon us. It is actually beſtowed 
and enjoyed by the power of the 
Holy Ghoſt. He ſhews us, how 
the Father loved us, even when 


we were without ſtrength; yea 


herein God commendeth his love 


towards us, in that while we were 
finners and enemies, he gave his 
Son to live and die for us, much 


more then being now juſtified, we 


ſhall be ſaved from wrath, and | 


brought to glory, through him. 
How does this commend and ſet 


off the love of God! It is the firſt 


cauſe of all the graces here men- 


tioned, and beftows them upon the 
moſt unworthy. Faith, juſtifica- 
tion by faith, acceſs to God, ſtand- 
ing in a juſtified ſtate, rejoicing in 
hope of glory, and rejoieing in the 
way to it even in tribulations; be- 
cauſe they exerciſe and improve pa- 
tience, and put our graces to ſuch 
trials, 
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trials, as convince us, that they are 
the true graces of the holy Spirit, 
and that we ſhall never be aſhamed 
of our hope in God. In this golden 
chain of experience love is the up- 
permoſt link. It was the firſt, and 


draws after it all the reſt. The 


fiee love of the Father gave his Son 
for us, and with him gave us all 
things. The ſame love has now 
given his Spirit to us, and he has 
enabled us to know and to believe, 
that we are juſtified, have acceſs to 
a reconciled God, ſtand accepted 
before him, &c. and that he is our 
loving God and Father in Jeſus. 
The ſenſe of this warms the heart, 


and ſweetly and powerfully in- 


fluences the affections to delight in, 
and to walk in love with ſuch an 
exceedingly gracious and merciful 
God. 

Inthis delightful portion of ſcrip- 
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ture the holy Spirit teaches us, how 
he brings ſinners to know that God 
loves them. It is by believing in 
the righteouſneſs and atonement of 
the Son of God. Hence ſpring 
peace and love—peace with God 
in the conſcience, and love to God 
in the heart. There is an inſepa- 
rable connection between thoſe two 
graces. The one cannot exiſt with- 
out the other. Whoever knows 
the God of peace will find that 
God is love: for being juſtified by 
faith, he will thereby ſee that God 
is at peace with him, and himſelf 
in a ſtate of free acceptance before | | 
him, in which he ſhall ſtand and 
be kept ſafe, until he receive the 

promiſed glory. The hope of 7 | 
which will be confirmed: by his [1 
daily experience of God's faithful- 
neſs, making all things, even tri- 
bulations, work together for his [1 
| good 


* 


good in the wuy to glory: thus 


will the holy: Spirit ſatisfy him of 
the love of God to his ſoul. And 
the perſuaſion of his love begets 
love. It ſoftens the hard heart: 
It wartnsthe cold heart. It works 
kindly upon all the affections, and 
by ſetting before them every poſ- 
ſible good to be enjoyed in their 
reconciled God, it mightily diſpoſes 
them to ſeek their ſupreme happi- 
neſs in walking humbly and cloſe- 
ly with him. 

Attend then, O my ſoul, to this 


ſeripture. Meditate upon the ex- 


perience of which it treats. Pray 


for it. Pray for more of it. And 


above all obſerve the great truth 
here taught thee. by the Holy 
Ghoſt, namely, that thou canſt not 
have any true love of God, but 
what ariſes from the ſenſe of his 
being at peace with thee in Jeſus. 
O be- 


( 9] 

O beware of falſe teachers: for 
there is great reaſon. Many talk 
big of their loving God tor his own 
inherent lovelineſs. A fundamental 
miſtake. Miſticks, quakers, natural 
religion men, dreaming metap 
ſicians, and the motley tribe of 
moraliſts and deiſts pretend to love 
an abſolute God, without viewing 
him in the covenant of grace, or 
as he has revealed himſelf in the 
incarnation of his Son. There has 
been no love of this kind in any 
heart upon earth for near fix thou- 
ſand years. Adam in- paradiſe 
might love him thus. But when 
driven out of paradiſe for fin he 
could love him ſo no more. The 
promiſed ſeed of the woman, the 
word made fleſh, became then the 
object of his faith, and the only 
ground of his love. The ſcripture 
has clearly determined this“ We 

Vol. I. E love 
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tec love him; becauſe he firſt loved 
«© us—And in this was manifeſted 
*« the love of God towards us, be- 
te cauſe that God ſent his only be- 
* gotten Son into the world, that 
«we might live through him.” 
When the Holy Ghoſt has taught 
this love of God to ſinners, and by 
believing has manifeſted it to their 
hearts; then they love him upon 
chriſtian principles; and ſinners 
cannot love him upon any other. 
They love him for that infinite 
mercy, which led him to ſend his 
only begotten” Son into the world 
to finiſh the ſalvation of his people. 
They love him for ſending” the 


Holy Ghoſt to enable them to ſee 


the everlaſting ſufficiency of this 
ſalvation, and to believe the record 
of God concerning it; whereby 
they come to experience how much 
the Father loved them. This is 


heaven 
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heaven begun. The Father's love 


| ſhed abroad in the heart by the 


Holy Ghoſt is the foretaſt of glory. 
Whoever enjoys it has found, — 
is more to be deſired than gold, 
than much fine gold, ſweeter 4110 
than honey and the honeycomb. 
O it is indeed heaven upon earth. 


Jo preſerve it, to im mprove it, is be- 


come the one ſtudy of the happy 
believer. The panting of his ſoul 
is after more of this love. The 


prayer of his faith is, O thou eter- 
nal Spirit, help me ſo to walk with 


my moſt loving Father, as that J 
may maintain peace with him in 
my conſcience, and a growing love 


to him in my heart, until thou 
bring me to the enjoyment of ever- 


laſting peace and love. 
The prayer of a dee fb man 
prevaileth much being offered with 


energy. By the love of the Spirit 
E 2 
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it is anſwered. He not only pre- 
ſerves, but alſo. increaſes his own 
graces. He leads the believer to 
freſh diſcoveries of the Father's 
love, and puts him into poſſeſſion 
of the exceeding rich treaſures of \ 
it. He helps him to draw very 
ſtrong arguments for the comfort 
of his heart from the perfect rREE- ; 
NEss of divinedove. Thus he rea- | | 
| ſons— RY 1 
Although I am beſet with temp- 4 
tations, and aſſaulted with corrup- | | 
tions, and in a world of troubles, | | 
| 


yet I need not fear, but God wall 

bring me ſafe through all: for 1 

know he loves me. It is plain he 

does. I could never have loved 

him, unleſs he had firſt freely loved | 

me. My love is only the reflection 

of his. I have been convinced of 

| fin, but it was not from myſelf: 

the conviction was of God. I have 
been 


8 


aa 


been convinced of righteouſneſs, 
and I put my whole truſt in the 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus. He is the 
only ground of my hope. I ven- 


ture my ſoul upon the ſure founda- 


tion, which he hath laid. And 
this faith is not of myſelf. It is the 
gift of God. I aſcribe it to his 
ſovereign grace, that I have been 
enabled to look upon the Father 
as reconciled to me, pardoning me 


through the blood-ſhedding of his 


Son, accounting me righteous 
through the obedience of his Son, 
and in him accepting, loving, and 
bleſſing me. How could 1 expe- 
rience theſe things but by the power 
of the Holy Ghoſt? And for what | 
did I deſerve to experience them? 
The reaſon muſt be found in the 
riches of his own free grace. Did 
the Father foreſee any thing good 
in me, for which he choſe me in 
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his 8on ? Was it for any worthineſs 
of mine, that the Son vouchſafed 
to take fleſh, and to live and to die 
for me? Was it for any foreſeen 
works, faithfulneſs, or diligence in 
means that the Holy Ghoſt called 
me to know, to believe, and to en- 


joy the Father's love through the 


Sens ſalvation? O, no. Away with 
ſuch thoughts. I dare claim no- 
thing for mine own, but ſin and 
ſname. Not unto me, Lord, not 


unto me, but unto thee be all the 
glory. It was the good pleafure of 


thine oon will, which choſe me 
before the foundation of the world, 
and accepted me in the beloved; 

and now I know that thy dourfals 
of old are faithfulneſs — truth. 

I experience the happy fruit and 
effect of them. I am brought to 


believe in thee and to love my God 


and 2 which I am ſatisfied I 
could 
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could never have done, if thy free 
love had not firſt purpoſed to ſave 
me, and now carried thy purpoſes 
into execution. To the praiſe of 
the glory of thy diſtinguiſhing grace 
I am in poſſeſſion of the things, 
which accompany ſalvation. O 
give me more grace, that I ma 
daily make a better uſe of them, 
and may return thee better praiſe 
for thy free gifts of free grace. 

It is free, and it is allo COVENANT 
love. This is another of its divine 
properties: God commendeth his 
love towards the heirs of promiſe 
by giving them full ſecurity for its 
unchangeableneſs. And this view 
the holy Spirit opens to them for 
the ſupport of their faith in times 
of trial. When they are walking 
in darkneſs and have no light, trou- 
| bled on every fide,” without are 
fightings, within are fears, when 


2 ————— —— — — es 


- — — CT 


* 
— ——— . wo 


8 

— 
* 

Rn 


Hh 104] 

in great heavineſs through failings 
in duty, through riſings of corrup- 
tion, or, through manifold temp- 
| tations, then he diſcovers to them 
the treaſures of covenant love, and 
enables them to draw rich conſola- 
tion from that heavenly ſtorehouſe. 
An heir of promiſe under his teach - 
ing is often ſupported in this way, 
Its true, I am in trouble, but not 
' forſaken. What if every thing I 
have and am in myſelf makes a- 
gainſt me, yet God is on my ſide, 
a Covenant-God: for J believe the 
eternal Three entered into cove- 
nant before all worlds, and with 
manifold wiſdom ordered all things 
relating to the heirs of promiſe. 
For their ſakes and to end all ſtrife 
in their conſciences about the cer- 


| tainty of their ſalvation, it pleaſed 
the bleſſed Trinity to enter into 
| Covenant, and to confirm their co- 


venant 
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venant by oath, thus giving them 
two immutable things to truſt in, 
in which it is impoſſible for God 
to lie. O how ſtrengthening to 
faith is this view of the unchange- 


ableneſs of covenant love! If it be 
but a man's covenant, being pro- 
perly ſigned and ſealed, no one diſ— 


annulleth or addeth thereto. And 


who ſhall diſannul or add to the 
covenant of the Trinity? The crea- 


ture cannot. God will not. His 
purpoſe of bringing many ſons to 
glory is unalterably fixed in his 
own mind, and in order to make 
| it a ſure ground for their faith, he 
confirmed his immutable covenant 
by his immutable oath. On this 
ſecurity I reſt my ſonl. A coye- 
nant God has enabled me to truft 
in his covenant engagements. 
Hence I ſee every thing relating to 
my ſalvation abſolutely certain in 
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the counſel and covenant of God; 


and I look upon my faith to be 


one of the effects of my being in 
| the Covenant. And faith as a co- 


venant gift is an immutable gift. 


What a bleſſing is it, that the gifts 


and calling of God are without re- 


pentance It has been given me on 

the behalf of Chriſt to believe. 
And is not this from covenant love? 
What elſe could bring me to truſt 
in covenant faithfulneſs ? There- 


fore by believing I have immutable 
things to depend upon for the cer- 
tainty of my ſalvation. Upon them 


would I ſtay my foul, as well I may, 
and fix my heart upon them. O 


that I could bring more glory to 


- my covenant God by truſting him 
with unſhaken confidence! His 
love to me demands it at my hands. 
His love contrived the plan of ſal- 
vation. Love provided every thing 
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needful to carry it into execution. 
The evidence, which he has given 
of this, was from the overflowings 
of love. His word of promiſe, ra- 
tified by covenant, confirmed by 
oath, the oath of the holy, bleſſed 
and glorious Trinity, made to ſatisfy 
the heirs of promiſe of the immu- | 
tability of the divine will concern- 
ing them O what miracles of love 
are theſe! And all to aſſure them, 
| that the heart of Jehovah is invari- 
ably towards them for good! Yes, | 
Lord, this is the great love where- 
\ with thou loveſt me. And this 1s 
the evidence of thy love. - Thou | 


haſt brought me to believe it, and þ 
to put ſome honor upon it. I de- 
fire to truſt to thy covenant engage= | 
ments without wavering. Etta- Y 
bliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle my faith. 1 
Increaſe it from day to day, that 1 4 
may grow in the knowlege and e- 
perience | ; 


2 — 


1 Ä nn En note I > Pre. 


—— . 


perience of that love which paſſeth 


knowlege. For 
It is a free, a covenant, and alſo 


an EVERLASTING love. This is ano- 


ther of its moſt glorious properties. 


His love knows neither beginning 
nor end. It is without variableneſs 
or ſhadow of turning. The heart 


of God is always one and the ſame 


towards his choſen people: for he 


loveth them freely. The motives 
to it were all in, and from his own 
breaſt. The covenant was diſtin- 
guiſhing love, ſecured to the heirs 
of promiſe by the moſt ſolemn en- 
gagements. And this crowns all. 
His love is of the ſame date with 
the covenant—not only before all 
worlds, but alſo from eternity. 
Therefore it is frequently called in 
ſcripture an everlaſting covenant, 


and coyenant-love is ſaid to be ac- 
' cording to the eternal purpoſe, 


which 
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which he had purpoſed in Chriſt | 


Jeſus our Lord: whereby before 


the foundations of the world were 


laid, he hath conſtantly decreed by 


his counſel, ſecret to us, to deliver 


from curſe and damnation thoſe 


whom he hath choſen in Chriſt 


out of mankind, and to bring them 


by Chriſt to everlaſting ſalvation, 


as veſſels made to honor. Here 


is a never failing ſource of comfort 
to a believing heart. Meditate, O 
my foul, upon it. Confider, what 


God hath done for thee, and give 
him the glory of his precious love. 
Has he not called thee by his Spi- 
rit, working in thee in due ſeaſon? 
Haſt thou not obeyed the call? 
Doſt thou not depend upon the 


; finiſhed work of God, thy Saviour ? 
Art thou not juſtified freely by faith 
in him? Art thou not ſeeking daily 
| to mortify the works of the fleſh, 


and 
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„ drawn thee.” His love diſ- 
covered to thee in time is the 
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and thy earthly members, and that 


thy mind may be drawn up to high 


and heavenly things? Certainly 


. theſe are good proofs of the pur- 
poſes of the Father's love towards 


| thee: becauſe theſe are the happy 
effects of his purpoſes now taking 


place in thy ſoul. O how greatly 
ſhould this conſideration eſtabliſh 
and confirm thy faith of eternal 
ſalvation to be enjoyed by Chriſt, 
and thereby kindle thy love to- 
wards God. He has indeed drawn 
thee by the {ſweet attraction of his 
Spirit unto himſelf, and he has ex- 
plained to thee the motive for his 
ſo doing—* Yea, I have loved thee 
c with an everlaſting love, there- 
* fore with loving kindneſs have 


| fruit of his love before time: for 


the one is the effect of the other. 
If 


P Cath, WEE. add 
1 
- 


- 


©. 


If love had not been always in his 


heart towards thee, thy heart could 
never have been drawn in love to 
him. But he has drawn it. And 


thou art ſeeking to have it drawn 


more cloſely to him. Is it not thy 
daily wiſh? O for more love to my 
gracious Father what a love has 


he thewn to me what a free, co- 


venant, everlaſting love! And yet 
poor returns do I make 


alas! what poc 
him ? Holy Spirit of love raife and 
exalt my affections, and let the con- 


ſideration of the wonderful love of 
my heavenly Father to me increaſe | 
mine to him, and let mine abound 


yet more and more in knowlege 


and in all ſenſible experience. 


The holy Spirit, who is the great 


teacher, and manifeſter of the Fa- 
ther's love, has revealed theſe pro- 


perties of it in ſeripture for the eſta- 


4 bliſhment of the faith of the chil- 


dren 
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dren of God. He would have 
them believe aſſuredly, that God is 
their Father, not in name only, but 
in deed and in truth; that he has 


the bowels of the tendereſt parent, 


and that he freely, fully, everlaſt- 
ingly loves them in his dear Son. 


As he loves him, ſo he loves them. 


He embraces the head and the 
members with the ſame affection. 


And becauſe they can hardly be- 
lieve this in times of trial and trou- 
I ble, the holy Spirit would there- 
fore ſatisfy their hearts of it by diſ- 
covering to them the unchange- 
ableneſs of their Father's love, as it 
has been manifeſted in the divine 


covenant, and confirmed with the 
divine oath. In. both which the 
witneſs of the Father to his chil- 
dren is given in this manner I 
have freely loved you, I have en- 
gaged to love you, and I will ever 

be 
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| be mindful of my covenant engage- 
| ; ments—as I hve, faith the Lord, I 
3 | will love you unto theend—yea,l | 
will bleſs yougnith all ſpiritual and 
eternal bleflings in Chriſt Jeſus— 
what he, your elder brother, is now 
in glory, that will my love make 
you—the mountains ſhall depart, 
and the hills ſhall be removed, but 
my kindneſs ſhall not depart from 
you, neither ſhall .the covenant. of | 
my peace be removed, faith the 
Lord, that hath mercy on you: 
| Theſe are faithful ſayings, and | 
| worthy of all acceptation. O evil 
heart of unbelief, what pretence 
haſt thou to reaſon againſt the truth 
of them? O yeof little faith, where- 
| fore do ye: doubt of receiving the 
| goodneſs of them? Vour Father is 
* | not a man, that he ſhould lie, nei- 
i therthe fon of man, that he ſhould 
| alter his purpoſe. Hath he ſaid, 
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and ſnhall he not do it? Or hath he 
ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it 


good! Les, the purpoſe of his heart 
ſpoken: with his mguth ſhall be 


made good with his arm: all his 


perfections ſtand engaged to eſta- 


bliſh his faithful word, and there- 


fore it is a ſafe ground to build and 


ta teſt upon. Truſting to it the 


believer may boldly claim the pro- 
miſed bleſſings of his Father's love, 
with a hope that will never 
make bim aſhamed he may expect 


4 growing enjoyment of its free 


covenant and eternal bleſſings. 

Well then, O my ſoul, thou haſt 
conſitlered the ſubject. What are 
thy ſentiments of the love of the 
Father? Are they ſuch as the ſcrip- 
ture teaches ? - Take heed of error. 


A little miſtake here will have 
| dreadful” effects upon thy walk. 


| Doſt thou believe, that thou com- 
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ing to the Father through faith in 
the life and death of his co-equal 
Son art pardoned and juſtified be- 
fore him, and that this thy coming 
to the Father through the Son is 
from the grace of the Spirit? There- 
fore the Three that bear record in 
heaven do witneſs to thy being an 
object of covenant love. Does 
this witneſs keep thy conſcience 
quiet, and thy heart happy? Canſt 
thou plead it againſt guilt and fear, 
and maintain the influence of it in 
dark and trying times? The love of 
thy heavenly Father is immutable: 
doſt thou experience it to be ſo? It 
is everlaſting. Canſt thou depend 
upon it as ſuch? It has provided 
all bleſſings for thee in Jeſus: art 
thou receiving them out of his ful- 
neſs, grace for grace? It is propoſed 


to thy faith in John xvii. and in 


Epb. iii. as a never failing ſpring 
os of 
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of conſolation. Read and try, whe- | 
ther thou art practically acquainted 
with what is there written. Exa- 
mine the character of the Father's 
love; and be aſſured what is not | 
agreeable to it, is not the teaching | 
of the holy Spirit. His office in 
thy ſoul is to witneſs to what he 
has revealed in the ſcripture, to ex- 
plain it to thine underſtanding, to 
| make it the ground of thy faith, 
jy and the enjoyment of thy heart. 
F  _Þ} Doft thou then underſtand, and 
| I believe, and enjoy the Father's love 
| according to what the holy Spirit 
I has teſtified of it? | 
| Perhaps thou art clear in thine 
1 underſtanding, but through the 
[| _ | weakneſs'of thy faith haſt but little 
Sr enjoyment of the love of God, 
| I Why is thy faith weak? Search into 
1 the cauſe, (depend upon it God is 
not the cauſe) and having diſcover- 
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ed it, enquire into the remedy. 


There is proviſion made in the co- 
venant for all the infirmities of thy 
faith : for it was well ordered in all 
things and ſure, and thy faith was 
well ordered and ſure—infallible 
ſecurities were provided in the co- 
venant to make it ſure, That thou 
ſhouldſt have it, that thou ſhouldſt 
keep it, and keep it too unto the 
end, the bleſſed Trinity have en- 
gaged by their immutable counſel, 
and their immutable oath. There- 
fore thou art now kept by the power 
of God through faith unto ſalva- 
tion. The power of God, which 
is thy keeper, has given thee faith, 
and er thy faith, that it fail not. 
Thou and it are well kept. A 
covenant God has the charge of 
both. Almighty love watches over 
thee, and underneath are the ever- 
laſting arms. Till theſe fail, thy 
faith 


FA 118 = 
faith cannot fail. O what power- 
ful motives are theſe to induce thee 
to believe without wavering ! Con- 
ſider them carefully. And may 
the Lord render them the means 
of ſtrengthening thy faith, and of 
thereby enabling thee to cleave 
more cloſely in love to thy heaven- 
1 Father. 
It may be thou art hindered from 
living by unſhaken faith, becauſe 
thou haſt ſo little love to God 
be ought to have all thy heart and 
| foul, and mind and ſtrength, but it 
grieves thee to obſerve what a ſmall 
part he has of them. This view is 
always humbling. Our leve at 
beſt is not-what it ought to be. It is 
not conſtant: it ebbs and flows. It 
I is not perfect: the fleſh luſteth al- 
$ ways contrary to the Spirit. It is 
Big not what God deſerves, as payment 
1 for love received: who will com- 
ol it | pute 
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pute the full value ef his love te 
one redeemed finner 5 On earth it 
fürpalleth knowlege. In heaven 
it ſurpaſleth all returns of praiſe, 
The higheſt love of glorified faints 
is only acknowlegement, but not 


payment. They are perfectly hum- 


ble, and therefore willing that God 


ſhould have all the glory of their 
ſalvation. To him they aſcribe it. 
The ſame mind in thee would re- 
fine thy love, and make it ſome- 


thing like theirs. When thou art 
conſidering thy love to God, and 


aſhamed at the ſight of it, then 
look at his. Look eſpecially at his, 


when there is little. Believing 


views of his will increaſe thine. 
Thine has nothing elſe to excite it, 
or to nouriſh it. Thou art not 
called upon to warm thyſelf with 
the ſparks of thy love to God, but 
with the pure conſtant flame of his 

love 
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love to - thee. His is to keep up 
thine. His is the firſt cauſe, and 
thine is but the effect. The expe- 
rience of his will heal all the in- 
firmities of thine. When thy love 
is little, unſettled, cold, and dull; 
then ſtudy the divine properties of 
his: theſe rightly underſtood will 
increaſe, ſettle, warm, and actuate 
thine affections. By believing me- 
ditation thou wilt find a pardon 
provided for thy little love: the 
ſenſe of it will comfort thy conſci- 


ence. Thy heart will grow hot 


within thee : while thou art muſing 
the fire will kindle. It will break 
out. Thou wilt ſpeak with thy 
tongue praiſe and thankſgiving to 
thy loving God and Father, 

T hou art willing then, O my 
ſoul, and ready 40 ſet out to follow 
thy God. "Unger the influence of 
the holy Spirit thou haſt chaſen 

him 
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him for thy portion, and in a con- 


ſtant dependence upon his grace 


thou haſt taken his way for thy 
daily walk. How great is the love, 
wherewith he loveth thee l Survey 
it. Meaſure, if thou canſt, the 
dimenſions of it in thine own par- 
ticular caſe. The more thou art 
acquainted with it, the readier wilt 
thou be to give him all the glory of 
it, and to make ſuch ene 
ments, as theſe. 

I ſpeak the truth in Chriſt, I lie 
not, my conſcience bearing me wit- 
neſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that being 
juſtified by faith I have found peace, 
and free acceſs to a reconciled God. 
We are agreed, and now I defire to 
walk with him. He is my Father 
in Jeſus, and I know he has bowels 
of the tendereſt affection for me. 
1 ought not, it would be baſe in 


me, to queſtion it, ſince he has ſhed 
„or. I. F his 
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his love abroad in my heart by the 


way with himſelf. His way is be- 
come mine: for he has reconciled 
me to ĩt by cauſing me to fee, that 


| he choſe me freely, as an object of | 


his electing love, that he gave his 
Son to finiſh ſalvation work for 


Spirit to me, who has called me 
and given me ears to hear, who 
has beſtowed on me faith and hope, 
and has enabled me to look upon 
theſe as fruits of the Father's co- 
venant grace, and everlaſting fa- 
vor. O what exceeding riches of 
love are theſe! If 1 would declare 
and ſpeak of them, they are more 
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| than can be numbered. What 


am I, that I ſhould be accepted in 
the beloved?. His Father mine. 
He fees me, loves me, yea bleſſes 
| | me 


E 


Holy Ghoſt : who has made me of | 
one mind, of one heart, and of one 


me, and that he has now given his 
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me in him. My title is clear to all 
ſpiritual bleſſings, becauſe God be- 


ing my God in Jeſus, all things are 


mine. He will make them all 
work together for my good. He 
that withheld not his own Son, but 
gave him for me, how ſhall he not 
with him freely give me all things? 


Having his free grant of them in 


the word of promiſe, and truſting 
to his faithfulneſs I have ſet out to 
walk with my. divine friend and 
Father, hoping to enjoy his loving 
preſence all the way to heaven. I 


would not aim at getting any new 
title to his love, but to have new 


enjoyment. Every day I am ſeek- 
ing for more knowlege, and for 


more experience of his abundant 


love to me in his beloved Son. And 
for this end I would walk cloſe 
with him in his way—not to buy 


his love, it is ineſtimable—not to 
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merit it, free grace and merit can- 
not ſtand together not that I may 
deſerve it for my walk, but may 
freely receive it of him in my walk 
ot that he may give it me for 
walking with him, but that in walk- 
ing with him I may enjoy what he 
has already given me. His love is 
a free gift. I would by faith enjoy 
it in time, as I hope by ſenſe to en- 
joy it in eternity. Whatever bleſ- 
ſing, ſtrength, victory, or comfort 
I ſtand in need of, I look to the 
fulneſs, which he has laid up in je- 
ſus, and from thence I receive it. 
read my title to it, and I take 
poſſeſſion of it, for nothing done 
in me or by me, now or at any o- 
ther time, but only in and for the 
free grace of his Father and my 
Father. While I can live thus by 
ſimple faith I find I get on well. 
The ſenſe of his free, covenant 
en ever- 
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1 
everlaſting love keeps my heart 
happy, and makes walking with 
him my delight. O that he may 
enable me to preſs forward, that I 
may hold my confidence, and the 
rejoicing of my hope ſtedfaſt unto 
the end! And why need I doubt of 
it ? Since he has me in his keeping; 

His love has bound itſelf to me by 

covenant engagements, which are 
my full ſecurity for what he has 
declared, I will never leave thee, 

nor forſake thee.” 

Theſe defires, I am perſuaded, 
are from thee, O Father of mercies.. 
1 could never have fought my hap- 

pineſs in thy love, unleſs thou hadſt 
firſt loved me. O grant me then 
the deſires of my heart. What thy 
good Spirit has put me upon ſeek- 
ing, let me by his grace find con- 
tinually. He has manifeſted to me 
thy perfect reconciliation to thy 
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1100 people through the life and death 
1 of Jeſus. It has been given me on 
his behalf to believe this. I have 
therefore taken thee for my God 
and my portion, and I would ſo 
| | walk with thee as to obtain a grow- 
1140 ing knowlege and experience of 
[hi | thy love. For this cauſe I bow 
3:11 1 knees unto thee, holy Father. 
| O hear and anſwer the prayer of 
faith. Give me grace to walk with 
thee in love all the way to glory. 
I aſk it-in the name of Jeſus: for 
thou art the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named. 
One Father, one family, one love. 
Thou receiveſt all thy children, 
{yl | whether in heaven or earth into 
| | the ſame near relation, and em- 
F braceſt them with the ſame dear 
| affeGtion in thy beloved Son. O 
what a mercy is this! Bleſſed, for 
ever 
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ly, and which has brought me to 


their new birth, and every faculty 


1 227 1 
ever bleſſed be thy fatherly love, 
which choſe me to be of thy fami- 


— 


know that I am a child of God by 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus. - I thank thee 
for giving me the deſire to live as 
ſuch, and to walk worthy of my 
high calling. O grant me then ac- 
cording to the riches of thy glory, 
(out of thine infinite treaſury of 
grace, and to the praiſe of the glory 
of thy grace) to be ſtrengthened 
with might/by thy Spirit in the in- | 
ner man. He is the promiſe of | 
the Father. All thy children have 


of the new man from him, and by 
the working of his mighty power 
they are kept, as well as xenewed 
day by day: for without him they 
can do nothing. Of this he has 
thoroughly convinced me. Ik no 
I cannot call thee Father, nor be- 
F 4 lieve 
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lieve in thee, nor love thee, but by 
thy Spirit. O my God, ſtrengthen 


me effeQually by his grace in the 
inner man for every purpoſe of 


ſpiritual life. Whatever he has 
engaged to do in thy children, let 
him do it in me, that through his 
preſence - and power Chriſt may 


dwell in my heart by faith. O let 


him continually diſcover to me 


mine intereſt in Chriſt, and open to 
me the exceeding riches of thy love 
in him. Holy Father, let thy good 
Spirit abide with me, that 1 may 


know for certain Chriſt is one with 
me, and I am one with him, and 


may thereby be able to maintain 
conſtant fellowſhip with him—he 
dwelling in me, and I in him. O 
may I thus live continually by the 
faith of the Son of God, depending 
always for acceptance with thee 
upon his atonement and his righte- 

| ouſneſs, 
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ouſneſs, and ſo may find the bappy 
fruit of his prayer to thee ! O 
e righteous Father, I have declared 
to my diſciples thy name, and 
« will declare it, that the love; 
„ wherewith thou loveſt me may 
c be in them, and 1 in them.” 
Thou didſt hear - thou haſt an- 
ſwered times out of number, the 
requeſt of thy beloved San. Lord 
God anſwer it to me. Let me re- 
joice in thy love, and find it to be 
the ſame to me, as to him. Let 
thy good Spirit root me and ground 
me in the knowlege of thy love to 
me in Jelus. O grant me to be 
deeply rooted in the experience of 
it, that my faith working by love 
may bring forth much fruit to thy 
glory, and I may become ſo ground 
ed in love, as to ſtand unſhaken, 
like a houſe built upon a rock, a- 
gainſt every attack made upon my 
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love to thee. O my God and Fa- 
ther, my heart is naked and open 
to thee. - Thou knoweſt the ſecrets 
of it. Thou ſeeſt how fervently 1 
pray for the abiding preſence of the 
holy Spirit. My prayer comes 
from a feeling ſenſe of my want of 
him, and from a dependence on 
thy promiſe to give the Spirit to 
them that aſk him. Lord, I aſk. 
Grant me to be ſtrengthened by 
him with every needful gift and | 
grace in the inner man. Send him 
to manifeſt plainer and plainer my 
union with Jeſus, in order to my | 
keeping up communion with him: | 
| that having him dwelling in my | 
heart by faith, I may be fo eſta- 
bliſhed in the experience of thy 
love to me in him, as to be able 
to comprehend with all ſaints, what 


is that breadth and length, and 


depth, and hight of thy love. All 
the 
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the ſaints comprehend it. But the 
ſaints below leſs than they above. 
And ſome of them below compre- 
hend more than others. I know 
but little: O my God, increaſe my 


knowlege of thy love in Jeſus. | 
 Whereunto I have attained, eſta- 
bliſh me; and keep me preſſing for- 


ward for clearer diſcoveries of it. 


Help me to ſurvey it, ſo fat as faith 


is able, in its moſt glorious dimen- 
ſions, and to praiſe thee for mine 
experience of its rich mercies. 


Holy Father, teach me ſtill more 
by thy Spirit of the boundleſs free- 
neſs, and of the endleſs fulneſs of 


thy love—let me know thy love in 
, Chriſt, which paſſeth knowlege. 
Although I cannot know it, as it is, 
my limited under ſtanding being in- 
| capable of meaſuring the infinity of 


thy love, yet for this very reaſon 


let me be nt ſtudying to know | 


more 
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| ty, let me thus partake of the ful- | 


» 


more of it—growing up into Chriſt 
Jeſus by faith—abounding in hope 
by the power of the Holy Ghoſt— 
and increaſing in the love of God. 
Holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trini- 


neſs of grace below, grace for grace, 
till I partake of the fulneſs of glory 
above that I may be filled with 
all the fulneſs which is of God, 
with which thou haſt promiſed to 
fill thy children in earth and 
heaven. O magnify thy love to- 
wards me according to its great- 
neſs, and not according to my de- 
ſerts, or to my prayers. I know 
thou canſt do exceeding abundant- 
ly above all that I can aſk or think, 
according to the power that worketh 
effectually in me. Thy power 
engaged to act for me is the ſup- 
port of my faith, and mine encou- 
ragement in my prayer. It is an 
— | infinite | 
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infinite and almighty power, which 
has graciouſly. begun, and has hi- 
therto proſperouſly carried on the 
good work in my ſoul. To it all 
things are poſſible. Lord forbid I 


ſhould doubt of thy granting the 


petitions, which I have been offer- 


ing up unto thee in thy Son's name. 
That which thou haſt promiſed, 
thou art able alſo to perform. 0 
my God and Father, ſet thy power | 
to work more effectually in me. 


Let the Spirit of might enlarge 
my thoughts of, and my faith in, 
thy precious love. Let me expe- 
rience daily, how much more thou 
art able to do, than I have yet ob- 
tained; to give, than I have yet 
aſked ; to increaſe, than I have yet 
thought. And whatever increaſe 
thou giveſt may it draw out mine 
affections in greater love to thee, 


and to thy ways, and fo be the 


means 
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The believer goes on ſucceſsfully, 


while he walks by faith in à con- 
ſtant dependence upon his reconcil- 
ed God, and loving Father. 


| HE leading principle upon 
Xx which he ſets out is this. 
| God is my God, and Father. He | 


is perfectly reconciled unto me, and 
my conſcience is at peace with him 


through faith in his beloved Son. 
He loves me in him. He has ma- 


nifeſted it plainly to me, and now 


my heart would cleave to him as 


my moſt tender parent. I would 


reſt in my love to him as he reſts 


in his love to me. It is entirely 


through the grace of the eternal 


Spirit, that 1 have been enabled 
thus 
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thus to believe in the finiſhed work 
of Jeſus, and to experience the Fa- 
ther's love in him. By which 


means I have been ſatisfied of the 
love of the ever-bleſſed Trinity to 


my ſoul. Father, Son and Spirit 


have covenanted to make me an 
heir of God, and a joint heir with 
Chriſt: From my belief and experi- 


ence of theſe truths I have choſen 


God for my portion. IIIis will is 


become mine. His appointed way 


is my courſe; and now I deſire ſo to 
Walk with him, as to maintain in 
my conſcience the peace of God, 
and in my heart the love of God. 
I do not expect any new title to 
thoſe ineſtimable graces. My claim 
is good and valid under Chriſt. I 


would not diſparage it by ſuppoſing, 


that my cloſe walk with God was 
to make any atonement for my ſins, 
or to be the leaſt part of my juſti- 
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fying righteouſneſs. I have theſe 


already, and perfectly too in Jeſus. | 


The enjoyment of them is the thing 
I want. I am feeking for more of 
that peace with, and love to, the 
Father, to which I am entitled in 
his Son. His fulneſs, the fulneſs 
of him that filleth all in all, is mine. 
A free: grant of it has paſſed ; in-the 
court of heaven, has been revealed 
inthe record of truth, and J by be- 
lieving have accepted the grant. 1 
am in poſſeſſion of its privileges, 
and am enjoying its bleſſings- On 


the fulneſs of Jeſus I live this day. 
Out of it J hope to be receiving e- 


very grace, which 1 ſhall want for 


my ſafe and happy walk with his 
Father, and my Father. Bleſs the 
Lord O my ſoul, for what thou 
knoweſt and haſt experienced of his 
abundant grace: which has enabled 
thee thus to reſolve to walk with thy 

recon- 
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reconciled God-and loving Father, 
This day thou art called upon to 
maintain peace with him in thy 
conicience, and love to him in thy 
heart; peace like his, flowing from 
the ſenſe of his being perfectly re- 
conciled to thee — love like his, the 
happy fruit of his unchangeable 


love to thee. Whatever thou 
meeteſt with in thy work or war- 
fare ought not to leſſen, but ought 
to exerciſe and to improve thoſe 
graces. . Never forget, that he is 
thy God the God of peace. He 
ſtands related to thee in the dear- 
eſt and maſt indiſſoluble bond of 
lore. He is thy Father in Jeſus. 
Keep the ſenſe of this always freſh 
upon thy mind, and thy fteps will 
be ordered aright. Nothing will 
be able to ſtop thee in the way to 
heaven, or to ſeduce thee out of it; 
but rd thing will bring thee for- | 

ward. | 
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authority of God's word, that they 


ward. Whilſt thou canſt main- 
tain peace and love, thou wilt go 
on proſperouſly againſt - guilt and 
ſelf-righteouſneſs, againſt the wiles 


and aflaults of thy ſpiritual foes, 


againſt the world which lieth in 
wickedneſs, and againſt every in- 
ward and outward trial. The Lord 
being on thy fide, all theſe ſhall 
work together under him for thy 
good, and they ſhall be the means 
of making thee walk fafely in the 
way, and of bringing thee happily 
to the end of it. The apoſtle has 
given us the whole plan in few 
words WE walk fays he, BY 
FAITH, and not by ſight.” We 
direct our chriſtian courſe by be- 
lieving, and not by ſeeing. - Faith 
is to us-the evidence of things not 
ſeen, and the ground of our hoping 
to enjoy them. We believe upon the 
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are what he deſcribes them to be: for 
faith, as a grace of the Spirit, con- 


fiſts in giving credit to what God 


ſays. If it be a truth propoſed to 
the underſtanding, faith relies upon 
the infallible word. If it be a pro- 
miſe, faith depends upon the arm 
of God to make it good. And 
whatever he has promiſed, faith 
(when it is as it ſhould be) does not 


ſtagger at difficulties, but reſts fully 


preſuaded, that what God hath pro- 
miſed, he is able alſo to perform, 
Faith looks at the word ſpoken, and 
overlooks ſeeming impoſſibilities: 
Tuus sAlTH THE LoRD— that's 


enough for faith full ſatisfying 


evidence: for it knows, that to 


ſpeak and to do are the ſame thing 


with an unchangeable God. 
How many errors in judgment, 
and conſequent miſtakes in practice 


ada at this day, chiefly ariſing 


from 
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from confounding faith with its 
fruits ; and from not diſtinguiſhing 
between the word of God believed, 
and what will follow upon believing 
it aright. Thus ſome make aſ- 
ſurance to be of the eſſence of faith, 
others make appropriation, and 
many makeitconſiſt in an impreſſion 
upon the mind, that Chriſt loved 
me, and gavehimſelf forme. Theſe 
are fruits: what faith ſhould pro- 
duce, but not what it is. Theſe 


are effects of faith working, and 


not definitions of the' nature of 
faith. A believer ſhould. be ex- 
horted to make his calling and e- 


lection ſure: for it is his privilege. 


He ought to give all diligence to at- 
tain aſſurance, to appropriate Chriſt 
with all his bleſſings to himſelf, 
and. to. be clearly perſuaded that 
Chriſt loved him and gave himſelf 
for him. Theſe are bleſſed fruits 


of |} 


; 


— 


of believing. May God give his 
people more of them. But then 
the tree muſt be before the fruits, 
and the fruits grow upon the tree. 
Faith is firſt, and faith derives its 
being from believing the word of 
God, and all its fruits are continued 
acts of believing. And when you 
hear of believing, do you not always 
think of ſomething ſpoken ? You 
cannot ſeparate theſe two in your 
mind. Something has been ſaid 
and propoſed to you, before your 
belief can be called for. If no- 
thing has been ſaid, belief has no 
exerciſe. Faith and the word of 
God therefore are related as the 
effect and the cauſe: becauſe faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God. What God 
hath ſpoken in his word demands 
belief from all that hear it. When 
faith cometh by hearing it, then 


we 
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we aſſent to the truth of what God 
has ſaid, and we rely upon his faith- 


fulneſs to make good what he has 
promiſed. Aſſurance is this faith 
grown to its full ſtature: but we 


are not born fix feet high. Ap- 


propriation is a very comfortable 
acting of faith, when a man is per- 
ſuaded of his intereſt in covenant 
mercies: and from what he then 
feels can ſay, Chriſt loved me and 
gave himſelf for me; but he has 
not this comfort in times of heavi- 
neſs, he may be walking in dark- 
neſs and having no light, yea in 
the hidings of the Lord's counte- 
nance, and yet even then he ma 
truſt ſimply to what God hath 
ſpoken; which is true faith, and 
more exalted faith, than that which 
draws its evidence from its appro- 
priating acts and its preſent experi- 
ence. The more a man truſts to 
ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, the leſs he lives by faith: for 
ſenſible feelings are not faith. Im- 
preſſions are not believing. I ſee 
the ſun. Ihear a ſound. I feel an 
object: faith has no place in theſe 
| inſtances. Its eſſence is believing 
and truſting what God hath ſpoken. 
If his word be believed, and by be- 


lieving the conſcience find peace, 


and the heart joy: Theſe are joy 
and peace IN believing. They 
come from believing. Are its ef- 

fects. And no more enter into the 
eſſence of faith, than comfortable 
feelings do into the eſſence of a 
man. He is as truly a man, when 
miſerable, as he is when comfor- 
table. 

Theſe miſtakes ſhould be care- 
fully guarded againſt, becauſe they 
are chiefly pernicious to the chil- 
dren. of God; who are kept by 
them from growing up into affur- 

ance, 


7 


| ance, into appropriation, and into 
the ſenhble experience of God's 
| love to them in Chtiſt Jeſus. They 
are puzzled they are miſled, = 
| being told that they have no faith, 1 
if they have not, aſturance,,,&c. | 1 
| They examine themſelves, but cant 
| not find any ſuch faith. This diſ- 
| courages them, They are tempt- ; 
ed to think they have no true faith, 1 
becauſe they — not what cer- = 
| tain, perſons talk of,. But if they BH 
| would; adhere ſtrictly to the word = 
| of God, and would take theit ideas | 
ftom it, they;would,ſee-how ſimplle 
and plain a thing believing is, and 
would ſoon be ſatisfied that they 
were true believers. Which con- 1 
viction would have many bleſſed = 
1 | effects, eſpecially theſe it would | 
| -} | put them upon ſeeking for. ; 
ö creaſe of faith, and upon ex ig 
; | the. proper fruits of faith. What 
. J. © nouriſhes 
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nouriſhes faith, ripens them: for 
they cannot be 1 ſo long as 
perſons ate doubting whether they 


| have any faith at all. They would 
ſee how deſireable it is to believe 


* 


honor it puts upon God's word, 
what comfort it brings to chem. 
Add they would be waiting in the 
appointed means for grace to main- 


Faith, chat they may be going on. 


and exerciſe,” maintained and im- 
Fae would bring in daily grow- 


prone of the faith of 804 select. 


og en to chem their 
fpizal life and walk, as plainly 
ral life and walk: can be de- 
—_— by any outward actions. 
Here 


without doubt or wavering, what | 


tan, for grace to improve their | 


Kom faith to faith. While this | 
Was theit end and aim, faith in act 


ving by faith, walking by faith, | 
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; Here is great need, O my ſoul, 
to read the ſcripture, and to pray 
for the Spirit of wiſdom. Read, 
pray much; leaſt thou Mmouldeſt 


err concerning the faith. Every 


; error will be a ſtumbling block in 
the way of thy holy walk, and make 
| thee tired of it, or ſeduce thee out 
of it. Let it be one of thy daily 
petitions, Lord, ſave me from all 
| miſtakes concerning the faith of ' 


God, * which faith cometh and 
groweth, be thy daily ſtudy. This 
is thy preſent 2 Now ſet 
out, truſting to What God hath - 


| ſpoken, and relying on what he 


hath promiſed. On this prineiple | 
proceed, as it is laid down by the 


| ' apoſtle, Col, ii. 6. As ye have 


therefore received Chtiſt Jeſus 

* the Lord fo walk ye in him.“ 
He is W his joy at his be- 
— holdings 


the goſpel; and let the word of | 
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holding their * and the ſted- 
kAalnels of their faith in Chriſt, and 
he would teach them how-to main- 
tain their faith throughout their 
chriſtian courſe. How did you 
receive Chriſt at firſt ? Was it not 
by believing ? Receiving Chriſt and 
believingan him are in John i. 12. 
ſuppoſed to mean the ſame thing. 
And in Jobn xvii. 20, 21, Our 
Lord ſays, that they who believe in 
him through the word are one with 
him. Chriſt then is received by 
faith, and by the ſame faith, 
the belief of the ſame word of God, 
we walk in him, ſo as to be rooted 
and grounded and eſtabliſhed in the 
faith. Our walk is Id him, not 
any thing diſtinct from him; but 
| as the effect of union with him. 
By him we live, in him we Walk 
| —rooted in him, we grow aas a 
| branch in the vine, —built up in 


him, 
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him, we are fixed as a building on 
a ſure foundation, and thereby we 


become eſtabliſhed and ſtrengthen- 
ed in the faith. Every ſtep 
take is by faith, by the ſame faith, 
wherewith Chriſt was received. He 
N muſt be received always, as he was 
received once. There is no change 
of object, and there muſt be no 
change of faith, but the ſame con- 
tinued truſt on his word, and the 
ſame dependence on his promiſed 
ſtrength. We never ſet out to 
walk with a reconciled God till we 
are one with Chriſt by faith, and 
know our union with him, and our 
walk is in conſequence of this. If 
we go on at all it is by communion | 
| with him. We can receive only 
| out of his fulneſs grace for grace, 
to make us willing and able to go 
forward. Our fellowſhip with him 
1s in every part and in every mo- 
3 ment 
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ſteps, our progreſs in the way, our 
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ment of our walk, and this is as 
neceſſary as our fellowſhip with the 
air and elements of this world is to e- 

very thing that concerns our natural 
Walk. Our wiſdom to guide our 


courage and ſtrength, our warfare 
and victory, every grace and every 
bleſſing is received by faith, and is 
the effect of our communion with 
Jehovah Jeſus. We truſt in his word, 
we rely on his arm, we wait on his 


faithfulneſs, and ſo go forward: 
for he makes good what he had 
promiſed to give us in our walk, 
vrhich confirms the peace of God, 
eſtabliſhes our hearts in the love of 
God, increaſes our faith, and there- 
by makes our daily walk more 
comfortable to us and more glori- 
ous to him. | 
But if faith conſiſt in believing | 


| and truſting the word of God, it | 


may 
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1 153 J 
may be enquired, how {hall we 


know the difference between true 
and falſe, between dead and living 
faith. It may be known from the 
cauſe. The fruit of the Spirit is 
faith. He produces it. It is bis 
gift, beſtowed by his operation, 
continued by his power, increaſed 
by his blethng, and cartied on, to 
the end by his never leaving nor 
forſaking his own work. And he 
makes it known tobe his. He 
gives eyes to ſee it, and hrarts to 
acknowlege it. Therefore the 
apoſtle ſays of them who hade re- 
ceived the of God, that they 
KNow the s which are freely 
given to Howl God: by faith they 
both know the reality, and alſo 
taſte the ſweetneſs of thoſe free 
gifts of free grace. 

It may be known from the ef- 
fects. Dead faith brings forth no- 
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thing. Living faith is frumful. It 
produces a hearty truſt in the truth 
of what God hath ſpoken, and a 
quiet reliance on the faithfulneſs 
of What God hath promiſed. It 
gives: him credit for the finiſhed 
ſalvation of his Son, and puts honor 
bpon his record concerning it; 
whereby: peace is received into the 
conſcience; and love into the heart. 
Upon which there follows a ſettled 
dependence upon this reconciled 
Dod, and loving Father for the ful- 
filling of every promiſe, and this is 
improved by daily experience. He 
that truſteth in the Lord is never 
confounded. God is faithful. His 
promiſes cannot fail. Bleſſed is 
the man that truſteth in him. The 
Lord Ged will be a ſun and ſhield 
unto him: the Lord will give him 
9 and glory. 

As for the ypoacites it is not 
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| with them. I he holy Spirit was 


not the author of their faith. It 
was a fancy of their own, form- 


ed in their heads; without any war- 
rant from God. There Was no 


life in it, and no living effects from 


it. There was the. form, and no- 


thing more. They made a profeſ- 


ſion, but never came to any enjoy- 


ment. They had no vital union, 


and therefore they could not have 
any real communion with Chriſt. 


They could not, as the apoſtle ex- 


Preſſes it, walk ix him, and there- 


fore in the hour of temptation they 
fell away, and came to nothing, 


Take heed then, O my ſoul, of 


miſtakes. Examine carefully, of 
what fort thy faith is. Bring it to 
the ſtandard of ſeripture; and ſee 


what went before ; believing—lſee 
* whether thou doſt now from th 


heart believe what God hath. ſpoken | 
G 5 " — wait | 
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wait for the effects. Doſt thou 
{o truſt his word, as to take him 
for thy -God and thy 
thou walking with him? And art 


thou depending on him to beſtow 
the promiſed graces and bleſſings 


on in thy walk? If this be | 


thine experience; thou art ſet out 


well;_go on. Remember where 
every thing — to thy walk is 
ather's love has 


to by had. The 


laid it all up in the Son's fulneſs, 


and it is the office of the holy Spi- 


rit to teach thee how to receive out 
of it grace for grace. 
by his word. With this in thy 


Hand; and his light in thine under- 
ſtanding, read and ſtudy what he has 


promiſed thee for thy fate, happy, 
and holy walk. Take no ſtep 
without the direction of his word, 
and expect at every ſtep, that he 
will make good to thee what he has 
pro- 


He teaches 


r oO Art 


* * 


— 


i 


—_ 


— . — — 


8 iy wh. Tf = Fn 6 
Fo 4* TEEN Fa BSI ES 8 
N 1 »1.3 3 * 2 — TIS — 
1 R 1 2 
ETD 1 * "> 1 7 „ _ Y 
LEY er K 3 D "Cas 1 * * 2 : 
Tk 4 N 4 n 
0 
in, * 0 1 i" * 5 
8 2 * 
_ 
ts 


oy | g 8 f 
o LASIK] 
"0 ST, 
* e 
4 8 


r ee 
RR 
LOI 


8 


4 * 3 Y 
4 EE 
uy » ESD AT, 
Ti * 
ri &.* * . 
2 . Os 
* 3 3 2 
* | Sa 1 N 
7 Ti 0 * * 
Ls Bo) * 
e * { 
* * CS 4c” 1 * 
> 
. 


- \[ 885 3 
| promiſed; Thou wilt 'very ſoon 
| find the neceſſity of this 
| dence upon him: for e er thou haſt | 
| well begun thy walk, thou wilt 
be called upon to exerciſe thy faith 
and -to put it to trial. Thou wilt 
meet with many things in thee a- 
verſe to this holy walk; and many 
more to diſtreſs thee in it,. The 
body of fin, the old man, the fleſh, 
with its affections and luſts are ſtill 
in thee. It is of their nature tobe 
luſting, and to be always putting 
| forth fome of thar filthy- motions, 
| in order to draw thee to walk after 
the fleſh, and not after the Spirit. 
The tempter helps them all he can. 
He knows how to improve them 
to his own intereſt: and if from | 
what is paſſing within thee, there | 
| be a ſight and ſenſe of fin, then if 
he can get thee to look at it in his | 
view, he will act upon thy legal | 
and 
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and ſelf-righteous tempers, and will 
inject ſuch vile inſinuations as theſe 


Chtriſt.— 
How is it that Lam yet the ſub- 


* - 
_ 1 „„ „„ ap = 


{| cleaves to me, as the fleſh to my 
bones, and it mixes ſowithmy duties, 
| that I cannot perform them with- 
out it. I ſometimes fear I am no- 
thing but fin. When I attempt to 
| walk with God, e'er.I ſetout, ſome- 
thing evil ariſes within me, and 
| ſtops; me. Some proud unbelieving 
thought, ſome ſenſual affection, 
ſome worldly diſpoſition, ſome cor- 
ruption or other is ever at hand 
to hinder my coutſe. What then 
muſt I think of myſelf? I ſcarce 
know what. Things, I ſee, do not 
grow better. I have been long 
hoping for it; but 1 find there ſtill 
dwelleth no good thing in me: ſo 
BY that 
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againſt the Lord and iet his 


a of fin? It is. ill in me. It 
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that I am almoſt ready to queſtio 


| with great: difficulty I can keep up 
| any peace in my conſcience. 
When the believer is attacked in 
this manner, (and whois not at ſome 
| time or other) how is he to defend 
| | himſelf? Will his ſkilfulneſs in the 
word of righteouſneſs, and his faith 
in the word of reconciliation keep 
him ſafe in the hour of temptation? 
Ves. By the grace of the holy Spi- 
rit the leſſons. before learnt will be 
| enforced, and brought into uſe. 
This is the time to maintain faith 
in the atonement, and in the righ- 
teouſneſs of the God- man. Now 
it is to be tried in the fire; and it 
is put to the trial, that it may come 
out of it, like gold; proved to be 
ſterling metal, and refined from its 
droſs— better in every reſpedt for 
having gone through the fire. The 


trial 


the truth of my grace, and it is 
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trial of faith is far more precious | 
than that of gold which periſheth. | 

It is therefore put into the furnace, 
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1 that the believer may know the 
1 truth of it, and may experience the 
1 bleſſings of it. Faith conflicting 
149 with unbelief is a good fight— 

1 ſometimes ſharp; but always pro- 


fitable: The fleſh may be weak 
and ready to yield, faith may be 
| hard put to it, but victory is certain. 
During the battle the warrior is 
invincible in the whole armor of 
| God. He takes to him the ſhield 
of faith, and holds it up againſt the | 
fiery darts of ſatan. He draws out 
the ſword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God, and with it he 
defeats ſatan. He eonſults or re- 
members a ſcripture ſuitable to his 
preſent caſe, and this being ſet 
home by the holy Spirit puts an 
end to the engagement, and reſtores 
and 
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and ſettles ſweet peace in the con- 
ſcience. How o 


ECC 
N e 


Ifraelites, 
41. They SHALL be my 
* ple, and I wiLL be their God, 
“ and 1 will give them one heart, 


* to do them good; but 1 will put 
| « my fear into their hearts 0 


eſtabliſh peace with God, and to 


maintain 


2 ” — 


n has he applied 
the following paffage, which the 
Lord ſpeaks concerning his true 
Jer. xxxii. 38, 39, 40, 
P 


* and one way, that they may fear 
„ me FOR EVER, for the good of 
ce them, and of their children after 
« them, and 1 will make an ever- 
«* laſting covenant for them, that 
% will not turn away from them 


they ſhall not depart from me; 
yea, I will rejoice over them to 


What ſtrong conſolation is there 
n this ſcripture ? Every ſentence | 
has an argument in it, tending to - 
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| maintain it in the midſt of war. 
How quieting and ſatisfying to the 
' troubled conſcience is his covenant | 
purpoſe? _ They SHALL be my 
te people, and I WILL be their 
« God.” They ſhall, becauſe 1 
will. My will ſhall make them 
Willing. And in the day of my 
power, when my . purpole takes 

5 place, I will give them one heart, 
turned to myſelf, and one way, to 

| walk with me by faith, as obedient 
1 children with their loving Father. 
1 | This'I will do for them that they 
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may fear me rox EVER, that the | 
fear of offending me may rule al- 
197 ways and by all means in their 
TJ. : Hearts. 
1 | O what promiſes are theſe! What 
1 94 can weak faith require farther to 
: :  filence its doubts? How great is the 
11 1 goodneſs of God to his children, 
11 | who knowing their frame, and 

15 whereof 
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whereof they are made, for the good 
of them, and of their children af - 
ter them, has laid ſuch a foundation 
for their faith, that they may build 
on it and not be afraid, yea ſtand- 
ing on it they may fight the good 
fight of faith, aſſured of victory. 
Iwill make, ſays their God, an 
everlaſting covenant for them, a 
covenant ordered in all things 
and ſure by the counſel and oath 
of the bleſſed Trinity, the two 
immutable things, in which it is 
impoſſible God ſhould lie: the 
mountains ſhall depart and the 
hills ſhall be removed, but my 
| kindneſs. ſhall not depart from 
them, neither ſhall the covenant . 
of my peace be removed, ſaith the 
| Lord; that: hath mercy on them. 
| My covenant was made for: them, 
| and ſhall be made good to them. 
| As I live ſaith the Lord, I will not 


: turn 
j , | 
4 en ————— —— — — — — 


good. I will never change 

purpoſe, nor alter the word that is 
gone out of my mouth. I mean 
nothing but good to them. My 
heart is fixed upon it. 


ſhall not have the gement of 
my purpoſes, nor have any power 
to defeat them. My wil to do 
them thall not depend on 
their will, or on their faithfulneſs, 
or on any thing in themſelves. 1 
have taken all their concerns into 
mine own hands, and I will con- 
duct them all to the praiſe of the 
glory of mine own grace. I will 
put my fear into their hearts, that 
they ſhall not depart from me 
they SHALL not depart from me. 
They are not the cauſe of their not 
departing, but I am. I have taken 
it upon myſelf. I will give them 
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turn away from them to do them 


And 1 will 
not leave the event to them. They 
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grace to walk clofe- with me, and 
to fear me always. I have cove- 


nanted for all, the means as well 
as the end, and I will keep them 
by my almighty power, till they re- 
ceive the end of their faith, even 


the ſalvation of their ſouls. Vea, 
e will rejoice over them to do 
them good,” This confirms all 


the reſt. His purpoſe of doing 
them good, his executing it, his con- 
tinuing it, his increaſing it through 
time and through eternity, is a 
matter of rejoicing to the Lord 
God. He delights in it. It always 


was, and always will be the joy of 
his heart, his crown and glory. He 


will not, he cannot be deprived of 
his joy. Conſider this, thou poor 
diſtreſt ſoul, 'who art in heavineſs | 
through manifold temptations, and 
ready to faint through the weak- | 
neſs of thy faith. Take courage. 


Thy 
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Thy ſalvation is ſafe. Thy Father, 


who is in heaven rejoices in it: he 


will ſave: he will rejoice over thee 
with joy, he will reſt in his love; 
he will joy over thee with ſinging. 
And his joy too ſhall be thine. As 
ſure as God is in Zion, thou- ſhalt | 


return and come to Zion with ſongs, 
and everlaſting joy upon thy head, 
thou ſhalt obtain joy and gladneſs, 
and ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee 
AWay for ever. 

; O whata diſcovery.i is 1 of the 
ever loving heart of our heavenly 


Father! What more could he pro- 


miſe in order to put an end to all 
ſtrife in the conſciences of his af- 


flicted children! He bas engaged 
in a covenant of peace to do good, 
nothing but good, to them. He 
has undertaken the whole of the 
covenant—what was to be done 

in them, as well as for'them—to | 
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work out, to apply, and to ſecure 
their falvation. It is his unchange- 
able purpoſe, not to depart from 
them, and not to ſuffer them todepart 
from him, but he will rejoice in do- 
ing them good, and that for ever. 
This ſcripture, when underſtood 
and applied by the holy Spirit is 
received as full evidence of the un- 
changeable love of God to his chil- 
dren, and then it quiets their trou- 
bled minds. They can believe 
God to be their God ſtill in an un- 
changeable covenant, and they be- 
come ſatisfied that he has made 
them, and will keep them his peo- 
ple for ever. When they can thus 
mix faith with the promiſe, it then 
becomes the means of their reſting 
on the faithful arm of God in the 
hour of temptation, and of their 
finding him ſtill a God of peace: 
whereby peace is eſtabliſned in 
their 
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their conſciences, and multiplied in 


their hearts. They learn to put 
more truſt in him, as their perfect- 
ly reconciled F ather, and to ap- 
proach him with more holy filial 
confidence. The trial of their 


faith, ſharp as it was, yet has done 


them great good. It has proved 
' their peace and has confirmed it. 
They now know well that it is the 


peace of God; and they have been 


; taught how to maintain it. War 
makes good ſoldiers. The trials of 


their grace are for the improvement 
of grace. Their peace has been 
therefore ſhaken, like a new plant- 
ed tree, that: it may take deeper and 
faſter root. Being thus ſtrength- 
ened in the faith, and having the 
peace of God rulin g in their hearts, 
they can meditate upon this ſerip- 
ture, and turn it into a ſubject of 


prayer and praiſe 
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O gracious God and Father, 
pardon my thoughts of thy love to 
me in Jeſus. I Was tempted, and 


the gracious proviſion made in thy 
word was the means of keeping me 
in the hour of temptation. O my 
God, make the word, in which 
chou haſt cauſed me to put my 
truſt, more precious to my ſoul. 
Ss en ſtill more to me the fulneſs 

it, and put me into happier poſ- 
; beton of its promiſed bleſſings. I 
praiſe thee, I worſhip thee for re- 
vealing this promiſe by thy Spirit, 
and for applying it by his grace 
with comfort to my heart. I now 
' ſet to my ſeal, that it is true. It 


. ready to give way to unbelief : but 


is a faithful ſaying and worthy of 
all acceptation. Glory be to thee | 
that I accept it, and enjoy the good 
' promiſed in it. O Father of mer- | 
cies, what am I that I ſhould be 
f made ||: 
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made one of thy people, and ſhould 
have thee for my God. This love 
paſſeth knowlege. O help me to 
underſtand more, give me to find 
more of thy covenant love. Make 
my heart one with thee. Lead 
me in thy one way, that I may fear 
thee for ever. And when tempta- 
tions come, ſuch as 1 have been in, 
grant they may bring me nearer | 
to thee, and may be the means of 
my making much uſe of what thou 
haſt provided for me in thy Son's 
fulneſs. O let thy good Spirit a- 
bide with me to eſtabliſh my faith 
in thine everlaſting covenant, that 
I may believe thou wilt never turn 
from me to do me good. Merci- 
ful God grant me this grace in e- 
very hour of need. Thou haſt 
given me thy word for it, and there- 
in thou haſt enabled me to put my 


truſt. On thy faithful promiſe I 
e, 
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depend, and on nothing in myſelf. 
Thou haft ſhewed me ſomething 
of my heart, and I feel it is tevolt- 
ing andready always to rebel againſt 
God ; but thou haſt undertaken to 
put thy fear into it, that it ſhall not 


depart from thee : therefore into | 


thy faithful hands I commit it. 
Keep me, my God, by thy mighty 
power through faith unto ſalvation. 
Amen, Amen. 

Happy trials! which have ſo 
good an iſſue, and bring forth ſuch 
peaceable fruits. My brethren, 'ac- 
count it all joy, when ye fall into 
divers temptations, it they lead to 
the exerciſe of grace, and occaſion 
fervent effectual prayer. The be- 
liever, thus tried, learns by practice 
the neceſſity of being at peace with 
God, and of maintaining it in or- 
der to walk with God. He is put up- 
on ſtudying the nature of this peace. 

Vor. I. 11 
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He reads and meditates upon the 
1 revealed account of it. He ſees it 
1 is a perſect unchangeable peace, 
1 I ſecured to him by the everlaſting 
11 | covenant of the bleſſed Trinity, 
who have engaged to ſave him 
1 from all his ſins and miſeries, and 
"ety never to turn away from doing him 
131.4 | govd. To this he truſts. He com- 
13 1:9 | mits himſelf to the care of this co- 
1 venant God; and he finds the pro- 
8 1H | miſe true. In temptation he be- 
i | lieves, and is delivered. In his 
I I warfare out of weakneſs he is made 
TH | ſtrong. He fights the good fight 
of faith, and he conquers all his 
I ii | enemies. He learns from trials to 
11 truſt with more confidence. He not 
119 only maintains, but alſo improves 
Fil peace with God. He depends on 
what God has promiſed tothem, who 
walk with him, and the promiſe 
is made good, and he learns to go on 
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more comfortably, and daily walks 
cloſer with his heavenly Father. 


The enemy looks on him with 
malice. He envies his ſtate. He 
once knew the heaven of commu- 
nion with God, but he was lifted ' 
up with pride, and fell. It ſtirs 


up every infernal temper in him to 


ſee the happy believer,, who had 
fallen like him, reſtored to what 
he can never expect. Hence ei- 


ther as a ſly ſerpent, or as a roar- 
ing lion, he never ceaſes to tempt. 
As ſoon as one wile fails, he has 


another ready. He is night and 


day plotting and ſchemiag, wait- 
ing for an opportunity to make a 
ſeaſonable attack. While conſci- 
ence 1s at peace with God, and 
lives under the protection of the 
blood of ſprinkling, he tempts in 
vain. But he does not deſpair of 
ſucceſs. He knows he has an ally 
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within us in faſt league with fin, 


and therefore he ſtill hopes to draw 
him into ſin by ſurprize or aſſault. 
In which he 1s indefatigable. He 
is never tired. He is always tempt- 
ing the believer, not ſo much to 
groſs offences, as to ſpiritual wick- 


edneſs. Sly injections, legal inſinu- 


ations, and ſelf-righteous thoughts, 
are his moſt common temptations. 
With theſe he tries to ſhake the 
peace of conſcience, and he forms 
his attack generally in this manner. 
How can you be a child of God, 
and yet be, as you are? There is 
nothing in you, for which God 
ſhould look upon you, and love you. 
What have you? What ceaſing 
from evil, what learning to do well, 
to recommend you to him? How 
can God love any thing, unleſs it 
be agreeable to his will, and what 
can he delight in unleſs it be con- 
formable 
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MW x 
formable to his image? But do you 
live up to his will, and is his image 
perfectly renewed in you? Have 
you grace, and do you live up to it? 
Are you a chriſtian, and are you 
like Chriſt ? How are your duties ? 
Juſt as they ſhould be ? You know 
they are not, and how can God be 
pleaſed with them, when you are 

not pleaſed with them yourſelf ? 
How 1s your walk? Is it ſuch as 
becometh your high calling cloſe 
with God, and at a vaſt diſtance 
from ſin, and the world? How 1s 
your warfare? Is the whole armor 


of God kept buckled on? And are 


you always in the ſtrength of the 


Lord a conqueror? Examine, and 


try yourſelf. Bring forth that one | 


good thing, for which God ſhould 
love you, and beſtow his bleſſing 
upon you. You have no ſuch 
thing. You have nothing to merit, 
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yea, nothing to recommend you to 


the divine or: : and thre? 18 


| it not great preſumption to fancy, 
that God will love ſuch a one as 


you, whoſe juſt deſert is wrath and | 


ever laſting deſtruction? 
Theſe are ſome of the depths of 


fatan. He knows, how ſtrongly we 


are by nature attached to the cove- 
nant of works, and that if he can get 


the believer to look off from Jeſus, 


expecting to ſee ſomething in him- 
felf, for which God ſhould love 
him, he ſhall then weaken his faith 
and ſhake his peace, In this ſnare 
he has catched many a child of 
God. The temptation is ſuitable 
to the workings of our legal minds: 
it flatters our ſelf-righteous hopes: 
and 1s vaſtly pleaſing to the pride 
of our carnal hearts. No wonder 
then, ſo long as there is fleſh in us 
as well as fpirit, this artful ſug- 


— 


mn, —{ di. — — — 


— 4 „ — 


geſtion ſhould be ſometimes re- 
ceived in this manner Have I any | 
thing for which God ſhould eſteem 
me and bleſs me! I with I could diſ- 
cover ſome amiable temper, on 
ſome praiſe-worthy deed, which 
might recommend me to the par- 
| ticular regard of God. Indeed at 
| preſent I have not any ſuch. But 
I hope to attain it ſometime or 
other. If 1 do but uſe more dili- 
; gence, and watchfulnels, and Wait 
more conſtantly in the means of VB 
grace, perhaps I may attain it BM 
ſoon. However there can be no | 1 
harm in trying. I will exert my- 
ſelf. And I hope the day will 
come, when I thall be ſome way 

| deferving of the divine favor, 
Here the temptation has taken 
place. As the ferpent beguiled 
| Eve through his ſubtility, ſo is this 
man's mind corrupted from the 
H 4 ſimpli- 
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| ſimplicity. that is in Chriſt. The 


ſubtile ſerpent. has attacked the 
liberty of the child of God, and has 
darkened his underſtanding, and 
obſcured his view of goſpel grace. 
His eye is not now ſingle: His 
heart is not now ſimple, in the 
finiſhed ſalvation. He has been 
deceived into a legal dependence, 
and is giving way to a ſpirit of 
bondage. If he was left to himſelf, 
the enemy would lead him captive 
at his will. Satan deſires to have 
him, that he may ſift him as wheat, 
but he is not ſuffered to blow an 

thing away, except a little chaff: 
for the holy Spirit, in whoſe keep- 
ing he is, diſcovers and defeats the 
attempts of ſatan, He brings to his 
mind, .and enables him to make 
uſe of what he before knew of the 
doctrines of grace. The preſent 


trial requires the practice, and af- 
fords 


L 777 1; 
fords occaſion for the improvement 
of his former leſſons. He had 
learnt from ſcripture, truths very 
different from the ſuggeſtions, to 
which he was ready to yield. He 
was thereintaught, that the Father's 
love to his children does not ſup- 
poſe merit in them. Grace does 
not follow works: for then grace 
would be no more grace. Elec- 
tion is not of him that willeth, or 
of him that runneth, but of God 
who ſheweth mercy. For we are 
ſaved freely by grace through faith, | 
and that not of ourſelves ; it is the 
gift of God. The election of grace 
is from mere love and ſovereign 
favor, and has no motives to influence 
it but the good pleaſure of the di- 
vine will. The objects of it are 
not the worthy, but the unworthy 
not innocent, but fallen man 
ſinners, as ſuch, no way condition- 
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ed or qualified the loſt, the help- 
leſs, the ungodly—yea the chief of 


ſinners—open enemies and rebels 


apainſt God. They are not faved” 


by works of righteouſneſs, which 


| = have done, or can do, leaſt 


of them ſhould boaſt: For 


I bostting is abſolutely excluded. 
Salvation was ſo contrived, was ſo 


wrought out, and is ſo applied, that 


he who glorieth ſhall have nothing 
left him to glory in, but the Lord. 
No fleſh can gloty in his preſence : 


for of him; and through him, and 
to him are all things, to whom be 


| glory for ever. Amen. 


So ſoon as the Spirit of God 
opens this view of the exceeding 
riches of divine grace, the believer 


| ſees his miſtake. He finds that he | 


was departing from the fimplicity 


of the goſpel, by ſuppoſing that the 


love of God followed merit, and 
that 
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vealed in ſcripture, is maniteſted to 


with what he reads, and ſo recovers 


ance, P/, ci. 17. The mercy 
| «of the Lord is from everlaſting 
tg everlaſting upon them that 

feat him.” Precious words! fall 


| qualification in themſelves, on ac- 


titled to the love of God, and who 
have been diſtreſt upon their not 


[ 179 J 
that he ſhould be loved more ac- 
cording as his walk recommended 
him. His eyes are opened, The 
deluſion vaniſhes. The perfect 
freeneſs, and the abſolute ſove- 
reignty of the Father's love as re- 


* 


him. He reads, and mixes faith 


himfelf out of the ſnare of the 
devil. Some ſuch paſſage as. this 
is made the means of his deliver- 


of rich conſolation 'to thofe, who 
have been tempted to ſeek ſome 


count of which they might be eu- 


finding it. The holy Spirit teaches 
| ſuch 
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; ſuch perſons to look out of them» 


to their caſe. He directs them to 
the divine mercy—a never failing 
ſpring of comfort—to that mercy, 

which reacheth from eternity to 
eternity — and which confers its 
. richeſt favors, not for the worthineſs 
of the receiver, but to the praiſe of 


| the grace of the giver. Here he 


| would have them fix their eyes, 
and expect relief to their hearts. 
Out of the fulneſs of mercy they 
may always receive grace for grace; 
for the mercy of the Lord is, from 
everlaſting to everlaſting upon them 
that fear him. Every word 1s 


| weighty. Meditate upon it, O my 
| foul, and may the confideration of | 


5 lead thee to exalt that mere 
of God, which is over all his works. 
| +, JEHOVAH is the word here ren- 


| dered Lord. It is the incommu- 


nicable 


"ſelves, to an object exactly ſuitable 
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exerciſe of mercy. May the holy 


nicable name, expreſſive of the in- 


and make thee daily more acquaint- 


[ 181 ] 


communicable nature of the God- 
head. It ſignifies the peculiar man- 
ner of the divine exiſtence, which 


independent. O how happy is it 
for thee, that there is mercy in the 
ſelf· exiſtent Godhead, and that e- 
very perfection in it will be for ever 
exalted, even juſtice itſelf, for the 


Spirit teach thee more of its nature, 


ed in thine experience with its free 
grace and free gifts. 

Mercy is that perfection in Je- 
hovah, which diſpoſes him to ſave 
miſerable ſinners: not a blind mer- 
cy, ſuch as infidels dream of— but 
conſiſtent with the honor of his law, 
and exerciſed to the glory of its holy 
precepts and of its juſt ſanctions 
therefore mercy and truth are 0 


often 
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often mentioned together in fcrip- 


ture. God wilt not ſhew any 
: mercy to finners, but ſuch as tends 
| to eſtabliſh his truth. Not one of 


his words can be broken, nor can 
one tittle of them ever fail. He will 
be juſtified in all his fayings, and 
clear when he is judged. He will 
be true and juſt, whenever he is 
merciful: his mercies being all co- 
venant-mercies, and all given in, 
and through Chriſt Tok. All 
men are by nature children of 
wrath, and only they, who are 
choſen and called in Chriſt Jeſus, 
are ſaved from wrath, Theſe are 
veſſels of mercy. His mercy is to 
them the love of a tender parent to 
his miſerable children. He pities 
them, and determines to ſave them 
from their fins, in due time he 
quickens them, gives them eyes to 


| fee, and hearts to believe his love 
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to them in Jeſus, as the apoſtle Wit- 


neſſes God who is rich in mer- 
* cy, for his great love wherewith 


te he loved us, even when we were 


« dead in fins, hath quickened us 
* together with Chriſt." 

But for what reaſon, and upon 
what account is he merctful to 
them? His mercy has no motive, 
but his own. will. The objects of 
his mercy are corrupt fallen erea- 
tures, deſerving his wrath, even as 
others; and therefore he does not 
deal with them upon the footing of 
deſert. If he ſhewed them mercy 
for any foreſeen works of theirs, 
becauſe he knew they would re- 
pent and believe the goſpel, and 
walk worthy of it, mercy would 
then be turned into juſtice, and 


| would loſe both its name and its 


nature. Whereas he faith unto 
Moſes, I will have mercy on whom 


1 will 
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I will have mercy, and J will have 


compaſſion on whom 1 will have 
compaſſion. It is from mine own, 


freedom and, ſovereignty, that I 


| 


have mercy on any ſinners. The 
cauſe is in myſelf, and not in them. 
I. have compaſſion, on whom 1 
will. It is from mine own mere 
love, that I have determined to be 


gracious to them; and my love has 
determined to ſave them, and the 


way alſo in which I will fave them. 
[ have appointed the end, and the 
means at the ſame time. Of mine 
own motion and good will I have 
reſolved: to give my Son for them, 


and my Spirit to them, that they 


may repent and believe the goſpel, 
and walk worthy of it, and fo 1 
may bring them through my ten- 
der mercies to eternal ſalvation. 
If this was not the caſe, how could 
the deſcription be true, that mercy 
18 
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WE 
iS FROM EVERLASTING TO EVER= 
LASTING, The mercy of God 
| knows no variablenels, nor ſhadow 
of turning. It is always the ſame. 
His fatherly heart ever entertained 


Whoughns of mercy towards them: 


r when he ſhews them mercy, it 
is ſaid to he according to the eter- 
nal purpoſe, which he had purpoſed 
in Chriſt Jeſus — not for their 
merits, but for his mercies ſake— 
not for what they have any claim 
to, but for his own names ſake, 
He gives all from mercy, and he 


| would: have all the glory returned 


to the mercy of the giver. What 
he gives, that he continues, and 


according tocovenant engagements. 


Covenant mercies are ſure mercies. 
„ will make an everlaſting cove- 


© nant for you, ſays he, even the 


„ ſure mercies of the beloved.” 
They have already been made ſure 
to 


W 
* 
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| 
1 + a private perſon, but as the head of | 


| | 186 |] 
to him. He is now in full poſſeſ- | 


| Hon' of every | promiſed mercy. 
And he has received them, not as 
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the body, the church. He keeps 
them for the uſe of his church- 
4 members. And as ſure as the crown 
is upon his head, fo ſurely will it 
be upon every one of their heads: 
for they are in the ſame covenant 
with him, whoſe ſure mercies reach 


9 c 


from eternity to eternity. O what | 
a view is here open to the eye of 
faith! Mercy always purpoſing, 
and in due time beſtowing its free 
bleffings upon ſinners — mercy, 
without beginning, and without 
ending.” The holy Spirit often | 
calls upon us to behold it in this | 
light: for he has not celebrated 
any of its divine properties, ſo much 
as this. It is frequently the noble | 
fabjea- of thankſgiving in the 
pſalmiſts 
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C 
pfalmiſts hymns. He has dedicated 
the cxxxvi. entirely to the praiſe of | 
| merey, and going through the 
Works of nature, providence, and 
grace, he aſcribes them one by one 
| to that mercy, which endureth for | 
| ever. O happy, thrice happy ob- | 
jects of it! What was in the heart | = 
of the Father of mercies towards | 2 
you from everlaſting will be ſo to | 
| everlaſting. His ſure mercies are | 
yours. His compaſhons towards 
you fail not, Whatever you want 
for your ſacceſsful walk, he has | 
| promiſed to give you. Be not diſ- | 
| couraged then. He will ſupply 
all your wants, not for your ſakes, | 
but for his mercies ſake. Are you 
| ſenſible of your unworthineſs? 
That's well. Mercy is for ſuch. 
It can have no glory, but from 
fuch, as you. Truſt it, and be aſ- 
Sa fured 
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ſured you will find, that it endureth 
for ever and ever. 

If a doubt ſhould arife in your 
mind—it is true, mercy in God 
cannot fail, but the exerciſe of it 
towards me may fail: I may fo 
walk as to deprive myſelf of all 
claim and title to it, The pfalmiſt 
has given a direct anſwer to this ill 


grounded ſuſpicion. He ſays, the 


- mercy of the Lord is from everlaſt- 


ing to eyerlaſting 

Urox THEM THAT FEAR HIM. 
This is their character: they fear 
their God. Once there was no 
fear of God before their eyes; but 


now they know him to be their 


Father. The Spirit of adoption 
has given them joy and peace in be- 
lieving it. Hence a holy filial fear 
rules in their hearts, and influences 
their walk. While it operates thus; 
and as obedient children, they fear 
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to offend their loving Father, and 4 
deſire to pleaſe him in all things, | ; 
how can his mercy towards them 9 
But may they not ceaſe to fear 1 
him, and then he will ceaſe to be Wo 


merciful to them? No, bleſſed be | Ml 
God. He has made ample provi- \ 
ſion in this caſe. © I will put my I 
j fear, ſays he, into their hearts, | - nl 

| © and they 8HALL Nor depart from A 
% me.” This fear is one. of the 
fruits of the Spirit, which he pro- 
duces in all the children of God, 
And they have it from him as a | 
covenant bleſſing, which is full ſe- >, 
curity for its continuance. It is one 
| of the graces provided for them in 
\ Jeſus by the Father's immutable 
| love. I will give them, fays he; 
*© one heart and one way, that they 
* may fear me FoR EVER!” The 


holy Spirit is the guardian of this 
: | 
I 
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never failing fear. It is his office 
to put it, and then to keep it in 
their hearts. He has the whole 


charge of it, and therefore he has 
promiſed to abide with them for 
ever, that they may fear the Lord 


all the days of their lives. 


How exactly ſuited is this ſcrip- 
ture to the | caſe of the tempted 
chriſtian! What a full proviſion is 
there made in it for his ſafety and 


peace! God has mercy for him 
and plenteous redemption—mercy 
reaching from everlaſting to ever- 
laſting—always kind to the miſer- 


able. Mercy and miſery are related 
as ſin and ſalvation. There is not 
any thing, which a ſinner can want, 
but mercy has a ſupply for him—a 
promiſed, a covenant, a never fail- 
ing ſupply. It is a Father's mercy, 
which will never leave his children, 


and the ſame mercy will not ſuffer 


them 
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them to leave him. His mind is 


fixt upon ſhewing them mercy for 


ever and ever: and therefore he 


gives them his Spirit to abide with 
them, and to dwell in them. He 
abides with them, and they live: 
he dwells in them, and they walk 
in the fear of God. And by the 
ſupply of the Spirit they go on, till 
they finiſni their coutſe with joy. 

By meditating upon this ſcrip- 
ture the believer is ſet at liberty. 
Though his faith ſtaggered a little, 
yet the trial of it has done him 
good. He has learned an uſeful] 
leſſon, and gained much experience 
by it. His reflections upon what 
has paſſed in his mind are ſuch as 
theſe— | 

O how fooliſh was 1 to forget 
the atonement and righteouſneſs of 
my deareſt Immanuel, in whom 
alone I have pardon and accept- 


ance | 
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ance! How baſe was I, and un- 
grateful! I was tempted to expect 
| that in myſelf, which I can have 
I only in him. Vile legal creature 
| that I am, I abhor myſelf for be- 
having ſo ill to my beſt friend. 
What good can I have, but what I 
firſt receive from him? I agree with 
| the apoſtle; that in me, that is in my 
| fleſh, dwelleth no good thing. I 
j | am a very fink of ſin, and of all 
| uncleanneſs. I deferve mercy. no 
| | more than the devil does. And 
J yet I was looking out for ſome good 
1 quality in myſelf, on account of 
1 which God 3 be merciful to 
| me. Whereas I am now ſatisfied 
he has no mercy,,but in Jeſus. All 
his mercies are covenant mercies ; 
given from mere grace, and given 
| to miſerable ſinners—not to make 
[| | them ſelf-admirers, but to humble 
| them—not to lead them to think 
that 
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that they can bring God in debt to 
them for his on gifts, wr for the 


right uſe of them, which is afreſh 


gift—but he gives all to the praiſe 
of the glory of his grace. He de- 
ligheth in mercy; and my caſe re- 
quired mercy. It was ſuch as his 


mercy could get all the honor of | 


relieving. Therefore I ought in 
the hour of temptation te have 
truſted in his mercy, to have hoped 


in his mercy in time of trouble, and 


to have loved him for his merey 
in time of mifery. Here ſhould my 
faith have directed its eye, and not 


to any good which I have done, or 


can do. I ſhould have remember- 
ed, how it was with the election of 
grace, and with the veſſels of mer. 
cy. God has one way of dealing 
with them all. Not by works of 
righteouſneſs which they have done, 
but according to his merey he ſav- 
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if eth them, freely, fully, eternally. 
All is from his own good will, from 
firſt to laſt. Every motive, which 
enclines him to do good to any ſin- 
| ner, is not excited by what the ſinner 
N does or is, but ariſes from himſelf. 
[ And when he beſtows any good, 
it never is deſerved, but is entirely 
an act of ſovereign. grace, flowing 
from the Father's love, out of the 
1 "Son's fulneſs, by the influence of the 
ni holy Spirit ; and is given and conti- 
it nued-to magnify and exalt the mer- | 
1 ey of the eternal Three. O how did 
I diſhonor the divine perfections by 
| giving way tolegal hopes,and by ſup- 
14 poſing that the divine will would be | 
1 governed by my more or leſs deſerv- 
1 ings? Where ſhould I be, if Ihad my 
| defervings? God forgive me. I ſee 
| mine error. Iam humbled for it, and 
I repent with ſhame and ſorrow. 1 
EH hope n miſconduct will provea 
44 | | bleſſing 
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| bleſſing to me: For ĩt has certainly 


taught me to truſt leſs to myſelf, and 


more to the word of God; to depend 
leſs upon my own doings, add more 
upon free grace promiſes. To the 
word, which cannot be broken, I 


would truſt in time of need. Who- 
ever truſts in it ſhall never be con- 


founded. This I know to be true by 


happy experience. I will therefore 


read, and hear, and ſtudy. it night 


and day. By means of it the Lord 
wrought a great deliverance for me. 


My feet were almoſt gone, my 


treadings had well nigh ſlipt; but 


he ſent out his word and ſaved me. 
I read and believed, that the Father 


was not. reconciled to me for the 


goodneſs of my walk, but that re- 
conciliation was planned in the 
great covenant before all worlds, 
and was carried into execution by 
the life and death of Immanuel, it 
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was his peculiar, his glorious, his 
incommunicable work; it was his 
ſole prerogarive to make peace by 
the blood of his croſs. O that 1 
may be enabled to maintain it the 
next time my faith is tried, and to 


put honor and glory upon the di- 


vine record concerning it. I read 
and believed, that the Father does 
not love me upon account of my 
walk, but for his mercies fake. His 
mercy was towards me from ever- 
laſting. He loved me in his Son— 
choſe me accepted me in the be- 


loved —and all his dealings with 


me, ſince he called me by his grace, 


have come from the tender mercies 
of a covenant God and Father. 1 


would not nenceforth have one 
doubt of his being reconeiled to me, 
and of his loving me perfectly in 
Jeſus. My faith herein has been 
nn by my late trials. T have 
| learned 


r 
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on his faithful word, and mighty 
arm, Iwould walk with him this day 


deſire and prayer of my ſoul. 


for ſeſu's ſake. 1 acknowledge my 
| ſinfulneſs and unworthineſs, even 
| in my cloſeſt walk with thee. 'I am 
| leſs than the leaſt of thy mercies : 
yea, deſerving- the heavieſt of thy 


Who is a God like unto thee, that 
pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by: | 
the ttanſgreſſion of the remnant of 
| thine heritage ? Thou retaineſt not 


I 1 
learned by experience to rely upon 
what God has ſpoken, for preſerv- 


ing his peace in my eonfeience and 
his love in my heart. Depending 


for the ſtrengthening and inereaſ- 
ing of thoſe graces. This is the 


O Father of mercies, hear me 


vengeance. It is of the Lord's mer+ 
cy, that it has not fallen upon me 
long ago, and I truſt in his word, 
that it will never fall upon me. 


| 3 thine 
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thine anger againſt them for ever: 
becauſe thou delighteſt in mercy. 
Glory be to thee tor thine unſpeak- 
able mercies : for thou haſt given 


me faith in the atonement of Jeſus, 


by whom 1 have peace with thee 
my-reconciled God, and by whom 
I have experienced- thy great love 
to me. On thee, O my God, is 
ſtill my hope. I look: up to thee 
the giverot thoſe graces for ſtrength 
to maintain them in my daily walk. 
Ido believe in the ſacrifice and righ- 


teouſneſs of Immanuel, Lord hel 

mine unbelief. I find it hard to 
preſerve in my practice, what I be- 
| heve to be true in doctrine: And 


therefore on thy preſent help I muſt 


| continually depend. Lord ſtreng- 
then me mightily: by thy Spirit in 
the inner man againſt temptations. 


I am daily and hourly called upon 


| 
to exerciſe my faith, and when thy 


grace 
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grace does not hold me up, I fall. 
The fiery darts of ſatan eaſily in- 


flame me, when they are thrown 
at my legal hopes, falſe dependen- 
cies, or ſelf-righteous tempers. My 
ſhield which ſhould quench them, 
is ready to drop out of mine hand. 
I ſhould fall a prey to the enemy, 
and the fire would conſume me, if 
thy mercy was not over me for 


| good. O my God and Father, 


ſtrengthen' my faith againſt the 
wiles and aſſaults of ſatan, and a- 

inſt the workings of mine own 
unbelief. When theſe trials come, 
keep me ſenſible of my weakneſs, 
and dependent on thy promiſed 
ſtrength, that I may/ meet them 


ſtrong in the Lord, and in the 


power of thy might. O let every 
trial teach me more of thy peace in 


- my conſcience, and more of thy 


love in my heart, that I may keep 


ON. 


on in a ſteady courſe, walking 
bumbly: with: my God. This i is the 
work of thy neat Spitit. I cannot 
preſerve, nor improve his graces, 
unleſs he be every moment preſent 
with me. He is the giver, the 


continuer, the increaſer of them 


all. O God the holy Ghoſt; 1 


thereſoreheſeech thee - water thy a 


graces every moment. Leaſt any 
hurt them, keep them night and 
day. Never leave me, nor forſake 
me, but what thou haſt deem 
begun, that mightily carry on, in 
w ſoul. Temptations are ſtrong, 
and I am weak; ſtand by me in 
the hour of need. And if my faith 


be tried with fiery 5 let 


| 


| 


| 


it come out of them, like gold out 


of the fire. O thou-almighty Spirit, 
confirm by trials, improve by expe- 
nience, my truſt in thy promiſed - 
help. Let me go on from faith to 
faith. 
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11 
faith. Keep up the confidence of 
my rejoicing in my reconciled God 

and loving Father, that I may walk 
| humbly with him in ſweet commu- 

nion, and holy fellowſhip in the 
| way everlaſting. © Grant me theſe | 
| ; mercies, gracious Father for thy 
dear Son's ſake; by the influence or | 
| the eternal Spirit, three perſons in 


| 


one Jehovah, to whom be equal 
praiſe for ever and ever. Amen, 
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- The believer orders his ſtepe accord- 


ing to the word, Fer: with a 


Free beart in the ki "g $ 505 way 
97 obedience. 


Meprrare, On foul, upon 
the wonders, which divine 
love hath wrought for thee and for 
thy ſalvation. Review the man 

many mercies of thy paſt life ; and 
conſider, that thou art called upon 
to walk this day with Tay God. 
What a privilege is this! He is thy 
God, and thou art his adopted Son. 
O what an high honor has he con- 


ferred upon thee! He has taken 
| theeinto the moſt noble family, yea, 
into the divine houſhold of faith. 


He has permitted thee to walk 
with 
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with him, as thy Father. He has | 
appointed the way, promiſed: to be 
with thee in it, and every moment 
and at every ſtep to be doing thee | 
good. There can be no happineſs 
ſuperior to this on earth. Prize it: 
| For it is ineſtimable. Enjoy it: 
| For it is heaven begun. Walking 
with God by faith is preſent, enjoy- 
ment of bim, and will infallibly 
bring thee to the end ef thy jour- 
ney, to full and everlaſting enjoy- 
ment. 

Hold faſt then the confidence of 
thy rejoicing. What thou haſt 
been taught by the holy Spirit, de- 
pend upon him for confirming and 
eſtabliſhing. He has enabled thee 
to ſee the glory of the finiſhed ſal- 
vation of Jeſus, and to believe the 
divine record concerning it. Thou 
haſt renounced every thing for the 
en of thy fins, but the blood- 
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have done thee 


| 


4 


| ſhedding of che lamb, and every 
thing for acceptance, but the Lord 


our rightebuſneſs. Thy faith here- 
in has been tried, and the trial end- 
ed well. Thy temptations were 
manifold 7 violent, but they 


ſhewed thee the neceſſity of de- 
pending upon the perfect work of 
the God- man — of rejoicing whol- 
ly in Chriſt Jeſus, and of having 
no confidence in the fleſh. They 


have alſo been the means of con- 


vineing thee, that thou ſtandeſt by 
faith. Be not high minded then, 
but fear. And let thy fear of thy- 
ſelf lead thee to truſt more in God. 


"Rely on his faithful arm to main- 


tain and to carry on his own work 
in thy ſoul. Remember, he has 
promiſed it. Thy ſufficiency is of 
God, and he has engaged to give 
thee grace ſufficient for thee. He 

has 


good. They have. 
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has undertaken, as a Father to ſup- 
ply all thy wants, to deliver thee 
from all miſeries, and to with- hold 
from thee no manner of thing that 
| is good. Thy falvation is ſafe. It 
' reſts upon a ſure foundation, as fare 
as the covenant of the day and the 
Covenant of the night. "Theſe ſuc- 
ceed each other by the will of their 


| 
| 
creator, and have not been out of 
| 
; 


courſe not one ſingle moment. 
The ordinances of day and night 
are regular and certain. So cer- 
tain is thy ſalvation by the ſame 
unerring will. While the belief 
of this rules in thy conſcience, and 
in thy heart thou wilt be able to re- 
| fiſt temptations. None of them 
will overcome thee, unleſs they ſe- 
parate between thee and thy God. 
| Nay they will work for thy good, 
if guilty fears do not wreſt the 
| ſhield of faith ont of thine hand. 
| O beg 
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O beg of God to keep thee and 
thy faith in the hour of trial, that 
thou mayeſt experience his faith- 
fulneſs to his word. If thou put 
honor upon it, according to thy 
faith ſo ſhall it be done unto thee. 
Give it credit, and thy ſteps will 
| Thou wilt 
walk in love this day, as God hath 
loved thee. - He will be thy 
tion, and the way in which he is 
to be enjoyed will be thy delight. 
Set out then in this faith, with 
peace in thy conſcience, and love 
in thy heart —truſting to thy God 
and Father. Lock up to him for 
ſtrength to maintain and to increaſe 
theſe graces. And hope to receive 
it from his faithfulneſs. Now he 
has put a new ſong in thy mouth, 
even praiſe unto thy God, go on 
thy way believing and rejoicing. 
| Jeſus is thine with all his fulneſs. 
And 
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And he has promiſed thee» a con- 
ſtant ſupply of the Spirit, that thou 


mayeſt have grace for gtace to ena- 


ble thee to Walk War with thy 


God. 


Mind then, thy walk is to be or- 


dered according to his revealed will, 
and in his appointed way of obedi- 
_ ence to it: For all rational crea- 


tures are bound to obey God. As 


ſoon as he makes known his will 
to them, it becomes their indiſpen- 
| ſable duty. His will is one, like 
himſelf, unchangeably the ſame, 


yeſterday, to- day, and for ever: 
For when revealed by the ſovereign 


creator it becomes to mankind a 


law, which altereth not. It binds 
angels and men every moment, in 
every point and circumſtance. And 
its obligation will never ceaſe. For 
all his commandments are ſure, 


"eps ſtand faſt for ever and ever. 
What 


; grace he promiſed life to obedience, 
which man engaged to perform: 
And he threatened death to diſobe- 
dience, to which penalty man ſub- 
mitted. Thereby this law. became 
a covenant. of works. The pro- 
miſe was to him, who ſhould con- 
| tinue obedient: in all things: For 
Moſes deſcribeth the righteouſneſs 
which is of the law, that the man 
who fulfilleth thofe things ſhall live 
by them. But if he does not ful- 
fial them perfectly, without one 
failing, he then comes under the 
penalty, which God had threaten- 
ed to W — © Curſed is 


cc 3 


e 
8 
1 [ 208 J 
4 | Wha he has commanded is as fixt | 
* as the ſun before him. It ſhall be 
4 N eſtabliſhed for evet as the moon, 
* and as a faithful witneſs in heaven. 
1 It pleaſed the ſovereign creator to 
= | inforce this holy juſt and good law | 
4 by proper ſanctions. Out of his mere 
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„he who continueth not in all 
e things, that are written in the 
„ book of the law to do them: 
This curſe draus after it all the 
pains and penalties of the broken l 
law in earth and in hell. | 
Under this law of works Adam | 
was placed, and under it all his deſ- 
cendents are born. He and they 
are bound to keep the law in their 
own perſons, if they would receive 
the promiſe, or liable to ſuffer the 
penalty, if they tranſgreſs. - Adam 
broke the law of works, and we all 
in him: For in him all have ſinned. 
We were all in his loins, when he 
fell, and forfeited in his attainder. 
By the offence of that one, judg- 
ment came upon all men to con- 
demnation. The' righteous judge 
paſſed the ſentence, 'and deoreed, 
that by the law of works no fleſh 
living ſhould be faved: For he 


Fa 


ä 8 

| 2 
C * Jr” 
a Wink 
- Vie? 
\ * 1 oy 
IF 13 
2 - N 2 Oe, 
T4 Ll 

- 1 8 

Fi HARD on ls 47 2 ao 


* 


ith. * 2 


a. 


[ 70 


has proved both Jews and Gentiles 


to be under the law, and under ſin, 


which is the tranſgreſſion of it. 
Whereby every mouth is ſtopped, 
and all the world is become guilty. 
before God: Therefore by the 
deeds of the law, there ſhall no fleſh 
be juſtified in his ſight. 


In the law of works there was no 


' proviſion made for a ſurety ; but it 


did not abſolutely exclude one: 
Therefore it left room for the co- 
venant of grace, in which a provi- 
ſion was made in the perſon of Jeſus 


Chriſt for ſecuring the divine honor 
of this holy law. He undertook to 


ſtand up in man's place and ſtead 
to magnify the precepts of the law 
in his life, and to glorify the penal- 
ties of the law in his death, that 
not one jot or tittle of it might fail 


till all was fulfilled. And as he 


was God over all, bleſſed for ever, 
his 
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his life and death put everlaſting | = | 
honor upon the divine law. His | " 
| obedience was of ineſtimable value, | 
and his ſufferings were infinitely | 
ſufficient to take away fin. Chriſt 
is now the end of the law for righ- 
| teouſnefs. He anſwered the end 
of the law for his people by obey- 
ing and ſuffering for them : And 
every one of them can now plead 
by faith a perfect — of all | 
the precepts, a perfect ſuffering of | 
all the penalties in the perſon of 
their divine ſurety. God the Fa- 
ther is faithful and juſt to his word 
and engagements with his ſon : He 
has made known his will in the im- 
mutable record of his grace, that 
© whoſoever beheveth in © Jeſus 
| ©* ſhould not periſh, but ſhould have 
e everlaſting life.” How can he pe- 
riſh ? Jeſus died for him. He ſhall 
live with God in everlaſting life: 
Becauſe | 
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this is the declared will of the Fa- 
thet concerning all that believe in 
bis only begotten Son. 

Remember then, O my ſoul, that 


thou art not under the law, but 


under grace. Thou art ſaved from 
the law, under the form of a cove- 


nannt of works. Thou art not 


bound to keep its precepts, in order 


to have life for thy obedience, nor 
yet to ſuffer its penalties for thy 
diſobedience. Thy ſurety under - 
took to act and ſuffer for thee. He 


Was to anſwer the law in its com- 


mands and demands to every jot 
and tittle. And he did. What- 


ever it required, whatever it threat - 


ened was perfectly fulfilled in the 
perſon of thy God and Saviour: 
And he has abſolutely diſcharged 
thee from it, as a law of works. 
Thou art to have nothing to do 

with 


Becauſe Jeſus lived for him. And 
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with it in that view; nay, he has 
forbidden thee to keep it in hopes 
that thou mayeſt live thereby. The 


irreverfible decree entered in the 


records of heaven has enacted —BYy 
THE WORKS OF THE LAW SHALL 
NO FLESH BE JUSTIFIED. Thou 
art now to look upon the law in 
the matter of juſtifying and giving 
life; as a woman looks upon Her 
dead huſband. She is freed from 
the marriage contract with him, 
and may now give her heart and 
hand to another: So art thou freed 
from the bond of the legal cove- 
nant. Thou art become dead to 
thelaw by the body of Chriſt, who 
has eſpouſed and betrothed thee to 
himſelf, that ſerving him in new- 
nefs of ſpirit and not in the oldneſs 
of the Paßt, thou mayeſt bring 
forth fruit unto God. This is thy 
high privilege. Thy firſt huſband 
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is dead: happy for thee, thou art 
| lawfully. married to another Thy 


huſband is thy maker, Jehovah, of 
hoſts is his name. The word made 
fleſh has paid all thy debts, ſuffer- 
ed thy puniſhment, wrought out a 
perfect righteouſneſs, and won a 
crown of perfect glory. for thee, 
O what a divine honor-has he. put 
upon thee ! Thou art now one with 
Immanuel in a bond of everlaſtin 
love. He has given himſelf to 
thee, with all he — and all he is; 
and it is thy happineſs now, not to 
be thine own, but the Lord's — 
not to follow thine own will, but 
his. The law of thy Lord is liber- | 
ty. As taught by his ſpirit, and 
performed by faith it is perfect 
freedom. Whilſt thou walkeſt 
with him in obedience. to it, and 
leaneſt on thy beloved every ſtep, 
thou wilt find deliverance from all 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual tyranny and bondage, and 
wilt enjoy the light of his counte- 
nance, and the love of his heart. 
When the Son has thus made thee 
free, thou art free indeed — free 
| now thy heart is ſet at liberty to run 
| with Jeſus in the way of his com- 
mandments. 

In this view, O my Gu. thou 3 
canſt look with delight at the moſt | F 
holy law. Attend to it cloſely, and = 
ſtudy it carefully. In order to o- 
bey, as a chriſtian, theſe following 
conſiderations ſhould be well un- 
det ſtood and digeſted: becauſe un- 
der the influence of them every ſtep 
of thy walk is to be ordered. O 
pray then for the ſpirit of wiſdom 
ta teach thee practically: | 
{ _ Firſt, that thy walk with God in 
the way of obedience is not to ful- 
| fil:the law, as a covenant of works. 
Thou art not required to do this. 
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Thou canſt not do it. Immanuel, 


thy divine ſurety, took it upon him- 


ſelf. Becauſe it was impoſſible for 
thee, a fallen creature, to keep the 
law, ſo as to be juſtified by it, he 
therefore came in perſon to fulfill 
it. He honored” its precepts by 


his infinite obedience. - He magni- 


fied its penalties by his ineſtimable 
ſacrifice. And this is thy juſtifying 
righteouſneſs. Through faith in 
thelife-and death-of the God-man, 
thou art not only freed from guilt | 
and condemnation, from curſe and 
hell, but art alſo entitled to life and 
glory. The law is now on th 

fide, and is become thy friend. It 
acquits thee. Iltjuſtifies thee. It 
will give thee the reward promiſed 
to obedience. The law in the 
hand of thy Saviour has nothing 
but bleſſings to beſtow upon thee. 
Thou art to receive it at his mouth 
nA and | 
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and to obey him: But not from any | 
legal hopes of heaven, or from any 
laviſh fears of hell: for then thou 
wouldſt come under the covenant 
of works again. Whereas thou 
art not under the law, but under 
grace: Mind thy privilege, and pray 
for grace to live up to it. Thou 
art not under the law, bound to 
keep it perfectly in thine own per- 
ſon, or in caſe of failing condemn- 
ed by it, and under its fearful curſe; 
but thou art under grace, a ſtate of 
grace, through faith in the obedi- 
ence and ſufferings of thy bleſſed 
ſurety, and under the power of 
grace, ſweetly inclining thee to 
love, and mightily enabling thee to 
keep the law of the Lord thy God. 
Live thus by grace, and fin ſhall 
| not have dominion over thee. Un- 
der the reign of grace, the tyrant 
fin is always dethroned. Obey 
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under grace, as freely and fully 


ſaved by faith in Jeſus, and this 
will make thy walk eaſy and evan- 
gelical: Thou wilt go on with a 
free ſpirit, and wilt delight thyſelf 
in the ways of God, Walking Wich | 
him 

2. By faith, and not by fight. 
This is the great ſpring of all 


goſpel obedience. Faith has an 


univerſal efficacy: for thus it is 


ritten. —“ Without faith it is im- 


e poſſible to pleaſe God.” He is 
not pleaſed with the thing done, 
but wich the principle on which it 
is done. He looks at the heart. 
Hearing che word, or ſaying pray- 
ers, or giving alms, or doing any 
thing commanded, are not pleaſing 
in themſelves; but they mult be 
performed upon a right motive, 
and to a right end. And both 
| theſe cotne from faith. The apoſtle | 


mentions 
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mentions the motive, which had | 
influenced every ſtep of his chriſtian | 
courſe, We walk, by faith, and 


* not by ſight we judge of our 
ſtate by what God ſays of it, and 
we order our walk accordingly. 
We give credit to his witneſs of 


| our being pardoned and juſtified 
freely by grace through faith, and 


we depend for the truth of this not 
on what we ſee, but on what we 
believe. We truſt not to our good 
frames, or warm feelings, or ſen- 


ſible comforts, or to any of the 


genuine fruits and effects of faith, 
but we truſt what God ſays ſimply, 
as his record: and therefore we 
walk in a conſtant dependence on 
the truth of God in his word, and 
upon the faithfulneſs of God to his 
word. Some promiſed grace we 
ſtand in need of every ſtep; and we 
rely upon his word, which cannot 
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be broken, and upon his faithful- 


neſs, which cannot fail. Thus we 
go on, and we find the promiſe 
made good, according to our faith. 

Such vas the apoſtles walk. 
And is thine directed by the ſame 
motive? Search, O my ſoul, and 
examine upon what principle thou 
goeſt to duty. Is it in the obedi- 
ence of faith? Doſt thou take no 
ſtep without the warrant of the 


word of God? Doſt thou give full 


credit to what God ſays in it of thy 


"ſtate, as a juſtified perſon? And 
does this appear from thy depend- 
ence upon his faithfulneſs to make 


good every thing promiſed to them, 
who are in that ſtate? Bleſſed art 
thou of the Lord, if thou art walk 


ing by this faith. O praiſe his holy 
name, who has thus highly favor- 
ed thee, and aſcribe to him all the 
glory. So will thy end be right, as 


well 
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well as thy. motive. True faith 


emptying humbling grace. Its 
ſpring-head is in covenant love, 
and it is given from diſtinguiſhing 
favor and ſovereign mercy. - It has 
no foundation, when given, but the 
word of God: nothing to reſt on, 
but the divine truth: no ſupport, 
but the divine power: and no 
growth, but from the divine in- 
fluence. What then does it leave 
a man to glory in? Whoever has 
it, has it all from God, and while 
he is in his right mind, living by 
it, he will be diſpoſed to give God 
all the glory of it: Even for com- 
mon mercies, as well as ſpiritual, 
he will live by the faith of the Son 
of God. Whether he eats or drinks, 
or whatever he does, he does all in 
the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving 
thanks to God, and the Father by 
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him. And thus he will go on ſweet- 

ly and happily, obeying not from 
{laviſh fears or legal hopes, but 

3. From holy love, which is the 


fruit and conſequence of walking 


by faith. Faith worketh by love. 
The faith of the goſpel, as a grace 
of the Spirit, worketh chieffy by 
love to God, and to man for God's 
ſake: for the goſpel diſcovers the 
way of ſalvation, contrived by the 
eternal Three, folfilled in the life 
and death of Immanuel, and ap- 
plied to the ſinner's heart by the 
eternal Spirit. Whoever is enabled 
to believe the goſpel will ſee him- 
ſelf an object of the covenant love 

of the bleſſed Trinity, and will 

therefore love Father, Son, and 

Spirit: for we love him, ſays the 
apoſtle, becauſe he firſt loved us. 
And faith in his love to us will 
make us that we ſhall neither be 


| barren 
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barren nor unfruitful. 
very active. Obeying from loye 
is very ſweet. How active! How 


1 223 } 
Love is 


ſweet is obedience, when the love 
of God is ſhed abroad in the heagt 
by the Holy Ghoſt, who is given 
unto us? He is an almighty agent. 
He overcomes the power of legal 
unbelieving workings, and.puts a 
new ſpring to duty into the heart. 
He. manifeſts the love of God in 
Chriſt, his free diſtinguiſhing love, 
the excecding riches of it, and the 
numerous bleflings flowing from it 
through time and eternity. In the 
ſenſe of theſe mercies he excites 
gratitude, and puts it upon acting. 
This grace has a wonderful. in- 
fluence. What return ſhall I 
make unto the Lord!” is the 
devout breathing ol the grateful 


heart. While che love 15 Chriſt 
copitraineth. it, all the affections fol- 
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low him, and the ſoul delizhts i it 

| ſelf in his ways. Then none of hj 
commandments will be grievous. 
Nay, his yoke itſelf becomes eaſy, 
1 and his burden light: O triumphant 
1 love! How a&tive, how ſweet did 
1 he find it, who cried out I can 
(| % do ALL things, I can ſuffer ALL 
[| things, Tam more than conquetor, 
| 


through him that loveth me. 
1 And is not this, O my ſoul, thy | 
1 happy caſe? O prize thy privilege, 1 
| and adorn'it in thy life. Walk in 
| love with thy reconciled God, and | 
out of love to him perform all duties, 

and bear all croſſes. Remember, 
thou art not required to obey, in 
order to be ſaved for thine obedi- 
ence, but thou art already ſaved; 
and therefore, out of gratitude to 
thy deareſt Saviour, thou art bound 
to love him and to obey him. Thou 
canſt not love his perſon, and yet 
hate 
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hate his will. If ye love me, ſays | 
© he, keep my e — 
give this proof of it, keep in my 
way, doing my commandments. 
But whatever ye do, let it come 
from the heart. Obey me, but ſee 
it be with a willing mind, and with 
a free ſpirit. When all ſprings 
from love, then my ſervice will be 
perfect freedom. I would have 
you to do my will, but without 


1 fear ; not for life, but from life; not 

| that ye may live, but becauſe ye 

6 live. Do it, as ſons, and not as 

: laves: the ſlave abideth not in the 

| | houſe for ever, but the ſon abideth | 


for ever. In this free ſpirit of a- 
| doption ſerve me, as ſons of God, 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with g 
me. Stand faſt therefore in the li- 
berty, wherewith J have made you 
| free, and be not entangled again | 
with the yoke of bondage. 
| K = To. 
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Toobey from life and ſalvation re- 
cerved and enjoyed is ſweet liberty. 
To obey, as the condition of life and 
ſalvation is bitter ſlavery: it isan into- 
lerable yoke, becauſe itis not poſſible 


anyfallen man ſhould ſokeepthe law, 
as to live thereby. 


But the believer 
freed from this condition by Chriſt's 
keeping the law for himis in liberty, 
he is ſaved from thepenalty annexed 
to the tranſgreſſion; he is entitled to 
the life promiſed: to obedience,: and 
thereby he is delivered from legal 
hopes and from guilty fears. In this 


faith he wallts on delightfully in the 


way of obedience: for he is reconcil- 


ed tothe la through the grace that 


is in Chriſt Jeſus : he loves it. O 


what love, ſays he, have I unto thy 
law! Becauſe now I find it accord- 


ing to promiſe written pn 
heart. And this is a 


8 Motive to goſpel obedience: The 


new 
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newcovenantrunsthus--**I willput, 
« ſays God, my law in their inward 
« parts, and write it in their hearts, 
and ] will be their God, and they 
„ ſhall be my people: and they 


e ſhall teach no more every man 


| © his neighbor, and every man his 


* brother, ſaying, know the Lord: 
for they ſhall all know me from 
{© the leaſt of them to the greateſt 
« of them.” The heart is by na- 


ture as hard as adamant. It is en- 


mity itſelf againſt the holy law. 


But the Lord here engages to take 


away the ſtony heart, and to give 
an heart of fleſh, upon which he 
will write the ten commandments ; 


not in tables of ſtone, but in the 


fleſhly tables of the heart. The 
Spirit of the living God will teach 
all his children to know their Fa- 
ther, he will manifeſt to them their 
adoption, he will reveal to them 

| their 
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their Father's love in Jeſus, and he 
will make their hearts happy in the 
enjoyment of it. Then the holy 
fruits of this love will appear to- 


wards man. It will work ſweetly 
in benevolence, and effectually in 


beneficence. The love of God 


will open the contracted heart, en- 
large the ſelfiſh, warm the cold, 
and bring liberality out of the co- 
vetous. When the holy Spirit 
teaches brotherly love he overcomes 
all oppoſition to it. He ſays to his 
diſciples Be ye kind one to ano- 
ce ther, tender-hearted, forgiving 
* one another, even as God for 
6 Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven you.” 
And he makes them kind one to 
another: they ſhew it by every good 
word and work. Thus by mani- 
feſting to them the Father recon- 
ciled in Jeſus, and by enabling 
them to love man for his fake, he 

rk writes 


( 229 
writes upon their hearts the two 

reat commandments, on which 
hang all the law and the prophets. 
The love of God, ſays the apoſtle 
to the Romans, is ſhed abroad in 
our hearts by the holy Ghoſt, and 
to the Theſſalonians, ye yourſelves 


are taught of God to love one ano- 


ther. Thus he engages the affec- 
tions of the ſoul to the holy law, 
and enclines the inner man to love 
obedience. It ceaſeth to be a yoke 
and a burden, How ealy is it to 
do what one loves? If you dearly 
love any perſon, what a pleaſure is 
it to ferve him ? What will not love 
put you upon doing or ſuffering to 
oblige him? Let love rule in the 
heart to God and to man, his law 
will then become delightful, and 


obedience to it will be pleaſantneſs. 


The ſoul, will run, yea inſpired by 
love, it will mount up with wings as 
eagles, 
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[20] | 
eagles, in the way of God's com- 
mandments. 

Happy are the people, that are 
in ſuch a caſe! And is it not, O my 
ſoul in ſome meaſure thine? Haſt 
thou not been taught to love God, 
and his ways? i thou haſt been 
acquainted with him as thy loving 
Father in Jeſus, has not thy faith 
been working by love to him, and 
to his will, and to his whole hou- 
{hold and family ? Remember this 


| is promiſed. All the children of 


God are to be taught to know and 
to love their heavenly Father. This 
is the very tenor of the covenant of 

race, which the almighty Spirit 
2 undertaken to fulfil. And he 


cannqt fail in his office. It is his 


crown. and glory to make good his 
covenant engagements. O truſt 
him then, and put honor upon his 
anſalneg. He Bas promiſed to 


guide 


ä y 


* 3 


19 
guide thee with his council, and to 
ſtrengthen thee with his might in 
the way of obedience to thy recon- 
ciled God. What is within thee, 
or without thee to oppoſe thy walk- 
ing in love with him he will encline 
thee to reſiſt, and he will enable 
thee to overcome. O what mayeſt 
thou not expect from ſuch a divine 
friend, who is to abide with thee 
on purpoſe to keep thy heart right 
with God. What cannot he do, 
what will he not do for thee? Such 
as is the love of the Father and of 
the Son, ſuch is the love of the 
Holy Ghoſt, the ſame free, perfect, 
| everlaſting love. Read his promiſes 
of it. Meditate on them. Pray to 
him for increaſing faith to mix 
with them; that he, dwelling in 
the temple of thy heart, thou may. 
eſt have fellowſhip there with the 
Father and with the Son. What- 
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ever in thee is pardoned through 
the Son's atonement, pray the holy 


Spirit to ſubdue, that it may not 


interrupt communion with thy God. 


And whatever grace is to be re- 
ceived out of the fulneſs of Jeſus in 


| order to keep up and to promote 


that communion, intreat the holy 
Spirit to give it thee with growing 
ſtrength. But pray in faith nothing 
wavering. So ſhall the love of 
God rule in thy heart. And then 
thou ſhalt be like the ſun, when it 
goeth forth in its might, ſhining 
clearer and clearer to the perfect 


day. O may thy courſe be like his, 


as free, as regular, and as commu- 


nicative of good, that thy daily pe- 


tition may be anſwered, and that . 


the will of thy Father may be done 


in earth, as it is in heaven. 


When all theſe things concur, 


what can be wanting to make the 


way 
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way of obedience eaſy and pleaſant? 
It is not now an hard burden, im- 


poſſible to be borne.” The Spirit 


of life, which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 
| hath made it eaſy. He has recon- 


ciled the believer to the law : forhe 
ſhews it to him in his ſurety mag- 
nified and made honorable—mag- 


nified infinitely in his Iife—made- 


everlaſtingly honorable in his death: 

ſo that the Father can get the ful- 
leſt glory to every divine perfection, 
even to his juſtice, by ſaving ſinners 
through faith in the righteouſneſs 
of his Son: he can be juſt, and yet 
the juſtifier of the ungodly. The 


believer perſuaded of this is recon- 


ciled to God. Being no longer 
under the law, as a covenant of 
works, but bnder grace, he loves 


the law, and walks with God in 


ſweet obedience to it. He ſets out, 
_ goes on every ſtep, in faith 
truſting. 
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truſting to the acceptance. of his 


perſon, and of his ſervices ip the 


beloved. He does not work now, 
in order to be ſaved ; but he works, 
| becauſe: he is ſaved. 
cribes all he does to the praiſe of | 


And he: aſ- 


the glory of free grace. He: works 
from. gratitude, and, the faith of 
God's elect always does. It never 
fails toſhew itſelf by loye. The holy 
Spirit wins the i by revealing 
to it the love of God, and thereby 
W out the affeQtion: after. him, 


"3ST ” 


and. 4 it thine for ever. _— An 
whatever inbred; enmity may re- 
wp againſt giving it to the Lord, 
the. holy Spirit has undertaken to 
— — it. It is his office to take 
away the ſtony. heart, and to create 
an areas of ficth, loft and willing to 
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( 285 J | 
receive. the impreſſion of this graces; | 
With the ſame finger, which once | 
wrote the holy law upon tables of 
ſtone, it is now written upon the 
fleſhly tables of the heart. And 
then the love of God, and the love 
of man are clearly taught, and ef- 
fectually enforced. What a change 
does this make in obedience! Hard 
things are now done with eaſe. 
Rough ways are made ſmooth. 
Painful; things become delightful. 
The labor of love is ſweet labor: 
becauſe the heart is init. The feet 
run: the hands work; all the fa- 
culties are ready to exert; them 
ſelves, when love commands. 

O my God, let it be thus with 
me. Thou haſt given me an earneſt 
defire to walk with thee in thy 
ways, guide me in them by thine 
almighty Spirit. Let him abide 
with me, holy Father, as the Spi- 
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110 rit of adoption, that I may always | | 
1 ſerve thee, as thy reconciled child, | 
11 not under the law, but under grace. 
Ti 1 would gladly' walk with thee e- 
14 very ſtep by faith, and that faith 
. working by love to thee and to thy 
i | whole will. O God, give me grace | 
on ſufficient for my holy walk. Let | | 
| thy faithful promiſe” be daily ful- | | 
filled: write thy law till plainer inn 
mine inward parts, and let it be | 
more fairly copied out in my life. 
| I want to love thee more, 'as thou 
| knoweſt. O my God, keep my 
| heart ſenſible of the exceeding 
| riches of thy love to me, and let 
| the growing ſenſe of this increaſe 
| mine to thee. ' In the ſtrength of 
| 
| 
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thy good Spirit enable me to over- 
come inward and out ward oppoſi- 
tion to my walking with thee in 
1 love. Let him ſtrengthen me 
is | nagar ds in the inner man for' every 
wo labor 
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labor of love. From him cometh 
power to embrace and to cleave 
with full purpoſe of heart unto the 
ways of God—to' love what he 
loves—and to hate what he hates. 
x O thou bleſſed Spirit of the Father 
= and of the Son make me willing, 
keep me able to enjoy the Father's 
love in his Son: and let it be a 
growing love, abounding yet more 
and more in knowlege, and in all 
ſenſible feeling, that l may run and 
not be weary, may be going on to 
the end and not be faint. Even fo. 
Let it be done unto thy ſervant. ac- 
cording to thy word, wherein thou 
haſt cauſed me to put my truſt. 
Let me have fellowſhip with the 
Father in his love through the ſal- 
vation of his Son by thine influence 


upon my heart, now, henceforth 
and for ever. Amen. 
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The walk of the believer in the way 


of duty. 


TT is very hard to go on in a 


ſtraight courſe and for anylength 


of time. The hinderances are ma- 


ny. To underſtand the nature 
and obligations of duty, to enter 
upon it with right motives, to per- 


form it in a proper temper; to go 


through it without back wardneſs 
or wearineſs, not by conſtraint, but 
willingly, and to find the true end 
of doing it anſwered, theſe are 
great difficulties : But they will be 
removed in ſome meaſure out of 
the behever's walk; if he attend 
to what was ſaid before of obedi- 
ence in general, and if he be e- 
nabled to bring it into practice. 

It 


Sou + = 


one with Chriſt, who kept. the 
precept, and ſuffered the penalty 
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It cannot be too often repeated, 

that the true believer is not under 

the law, as a covenant of works 

bound to keep the precept for life, | 
or liable to the penalty of death. 


He is not under the law in this 


* . 


reſpect, but under grace. He is 


is 
as 1 


for him, as his ſurety, and in his 
ſtead. * He has put in his plea, and 
taken the benefit of Chrilt#ſureti- | 
hip. His plea has been admitted; 


— — 


| 
and therefore he is in a ſtate of per- 


fect acceptance. He ſtands in the 

liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 

him free. Grace reigns in him, 
and over him, and renders his obe- 
dience perfect freedom. He obeys, | 
but it is all in faith. He works, 
but it is from a ſenſe of the Father's | 


love to him in his Son. Gratitude 
| Aten by the Holy Spirit influences 


his 
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his heart and liſe. His heart has 


the love of God written upon it, 


and his life manifeſts it. He ſerves 
God with a thankful mind and 


without ſear, and chearfully does 


all the good he can to man for 


„ JAKE... 2 

The believer will never get on 
in the way of duty, unleſs he learns 
to obey upon theſe goſpel princi- 
ples. He will ſtand in need of 
their aſſiſtance at every ſtep: For 


he will meet with conſtant oppo- 


fition to them. The fleſh will not 


mind is always legal. The old 
man of fin knows nothing but 
working for life, and will not ſub- 


mit to any other way. Our finful 


nature is altogether for the cove- 
nant of works. Jews, Turks, hea- 
thens, and nominal chriſtians are 
all upon one plan: they expect 2 

will 


come under grace. The carnal 
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1 
will be merciful to them for their 


doings. And the children of God 
are exerciſed. with. this ſelf-righte- 


ous {picit more or leſs all their days. 


Is it not O my ſoul, thy grief and 


burden? Art thou not daily plagued 
with it in- thy duties? And though 
thy principles be very evangelical, 
yet they too often fail thee in prac- 
tice. O beg of God then, earneſt- 
ly and oſten, that thou mayeſt be 


caſt into the mould of the goſpel; 
quite evangelized in thy mind, and 


mayeſt perform all duties upon ſuch 
motives, as he himſelf requites and 
approves. 

Duty is a debt owing, to God— 


due from the creature to the crea- 


tor. The obligation to it ariſes 
from the abſolute dependence of 
the one upon the other; and it con- 
ſiſts in acknowleging this in the 
appointed way by a perfect and 

Vo“. I. 1 con- 
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continual ſervice of every faculty— 
the creature being entirely ſubject 
to the will of the creator, and living 
in never-failing conformity to it: 
[ | for the will of God doth bind all 
li men on earth, and angels and glo- 
| _ {4 ified fpirits in heaven. It is an 
| | unchangeable law obliging for ever | 
all creatures to obedience, not only 
= on account of the matter contained | | 
] | in it, but alſo with reſpect to the | 
{ ſovereign authority of the almighty 
lawgiver. And this obligation | | 
Chriſt in the goſpel has not in the 
| leaſt diflolved, but on all occaſions 
| has confirmed and ſtrengthened. 
l How deciſive are theſe words? 
{| © Think not that I am come to 
| © deſtroy the law and the prophets, 
] am not come to deſtroy, but to 
| « fulfil,” to fulfil the law in mine 
| | own perſon, as the ſurety for my 
= people, and to put the love of it in- 
to 
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to their hearts, and to engage them, 
and to enable them to practice it 
in their lives; though not for the 
ſame end, for which I fulfilled it. 
| Duty is always one and the ſame 
—a debt always due to God. But 
the debt of obedience being with- 
held, and the debt of ſuffering be- 
ing incurred, the believer 1s taught 
to plead his diſcharge from ſuffer- 
ing under Chriſt, and his fulfilling 
of obedience in the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt. With this faith he has 
a delightful proſpect of duty. God 
is now at peace with him. God 
loves him in his Son. It is his 
high privilege to enjoy the ſenſe of 
thoſe diſtinguiſhing favors. For 
this end he is admitted to walk with 
his God. What an honor is this ! 
Having received the adoption of 
ſons, he is bleſſed with his Father's 
love, and is taken into near fellow- 
L 2 ſhip 
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ſhip. with him. What a happineſs, 


is this! . Son, all that I have is 
„ thine, it is freely given to thee 


“in Jeſus, and thou art now called 


upon to enjoy me and mine in 


« thy holy walk.” Here duty be- 


comes his privilege. It is — 2 | 
and ſpiritualized into a goſpel | 


grace. Ile is bound to it, but it is 


God has done all for him and will 
do all in him— not that he may 
have heaven for his obedience, but 
| becauſe heaven is reſerved for him, 


| and he for it. He therefore looks 
| in duty, as greatly refined by the 


Ee 


— 


by the cords of love. The pleaſing, | 
bonds of gratitude tie his heart to 
obedience, to a free, holy, evange- 
| lical obedience. He obeys, not as 
a ſlave, but as a ſon—not for fear, | 
but becauſe Chrilt. has ſet him at 
| liberty—not that God may accept, 
pardon and juſtify him, but becauſe 
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goſpel. Every act of it, done in 
faith, is an act of fellowſhip with 
the Father and with the Son; and 
by the grace of the Spirit every act 
brings the Father's love through 
the Son's falvation into experience. 
He has communion with his God 
in all he does. This ennobles 


duty. It is hereby raiſed to a divine 


honor: For it is hereby made, to 


them who are in Chriſt, the hg : 
tens 


eſt privilege they can have on 
ſide of heaven. 2 p 
When the holy Spirit writes the 


la upon the heart, he then teaches 
| this obedience of faith. He does 


not aboliſh duty, but he enforces it 


upon right motives, and directs it 
to a right end. The ſame duties 
remain in the goſpel, but not upon 
the fame obligation. Law duties, 


as conditions of life, cannot be ful- 


filled. The judge himfelf has de- 
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Wil! creed, that by the works of the law | 
0 there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in 

| if his ſight. Therefore the law as a 

| [1 _ | covenant of works does not enter 
110 into the believer's obedience. He 

14 obeys, becauſe he is freed from 


this covenant — not freed from do · 
ling the ſame duties, which this co- 
With { venant -required, but freed from 

i| doing them upon law motives, nei- 
| ther expecting the promiſed life on 
il account of keeping the precepts, 
i} nor fearing the threatened penalty 
i on account of not keeping them. 
if It is his privilege to obey, becauſe 
he is ſaved. He works — a free 
ſpirit, and with a thankful heart. 
He does all his duties in faith. He 
is ſpiritual in them, acting upon 
the endearing motive of God's love 
to him in Chriſt, as it has been re- 
| vealed to his heart by the holy Spi- 
| rit. He hopes for the acceptance 
of 
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of them only through the interceſ- 
ſion of Chriſt: And after he has 
done them, he defires grace from. | 
| Chriſt to return him all his glory. | 
Thus in every duty he aims at | 
fellowſhip with God in Chriſt |® 
through the Spirit, and ſeeks to 
preſent an odor of a ſweet ſmell, | 
a ſacrifice, acceptable, well plea- 
ling to God. 

Whatever thou art required to 
do, remember, O my ſoul, that 
thou art under grace, and it is thy 
privilege to do it in faith. View 
the two tables in the hand of thy 
Saviour, and receive the ten com- 
mandments from his mouth. Happy 
for thee, jeſus is thy law-giver. 
His Spirit will goſpelize thine obe- 
dience. He will bring thine heart 
into it. He will ſet thee in the 
| chariot of love, and thou ſhall ride: |: 
on proſperouſly: He will oil the 
L 4 Wheels | 
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- wheels of duty, and they ſhall run 
eaſy and pleaſant. Thou ſhalt be 
carried ſweetly through duty, thy 
beloved being preſent and conver- 
ſing with thee in it: yea thy faith 
working by love to him willrender 


t fellowſhip with God in all thou 


doeſt the joy of thy heart and the 
glory of thy life. 

O beg of thy divine teacher thus 
to ſpititualize thine obedience. From 
him only canſt thou learn the two 
| great commandments, which are 
the ſum and ſubſtance of the will 
ol thy God. In the firſt his nature 
is revealed, and then his worſhip. 


| 


| 


He is the Lord thy God, Jehovah 


thy Alehim ; Jehovah means the 
1ſelf-exiftent Godhead, and Alehim, 


| the perſons in covenant, Father, Son 
and Spirit, partakers of the ſame 


ſelf - exiſtence, and divine glory, 
without any difference, or inequa- 
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gion without the ttue object of 


wotſhip, and he cannot be wor- 


ſhipped, unleſs he be known; 
therefore it 1s an thdiſpenſable duty 


to know the Lord God. But how 


ſhall fallen man attain to this knovw- 


lege? He loſt it by fin, and he can- 


not by any feafoning faculty or 


power of his own recover it. It is 
a matter of fact, that no man did 
ever by ſearching find out God. 


And atteſted by infallible” authori- 


ty, that the world by its wiſdom 
knew not God. There is no true 


deſcription of the Godhead, but 


what is revealed in ſcripture; and 


it is altogether from the teaching 


of the holy Spirit, that any one 
ſavingly underſtands what is reveal- 
ed. He as a Spirit of wiſdom and 
revelation. opens the eyes of the 
mind, fſets the object before them, 

L 5 and 


— 
* 


— at, 


: 5 ACE _—_— — 5» —_ — Cw 2 "As | ow : l ae 2 - 4 
p . A 4 2 4 - TI od . 2 1 "> * * — = 42 — — 
e — ber by . 7 F FX IH 2 "bs - 2 
* — 4 2 - 
p tr Te 4 
* q T L ROY 1 1 4 E = 5 oy * = 4 
| 0 oY , * r W a Frm 
. rr _ 6% q : = + D Gn ax. on "RO" , 
Et - N 08 48 — 9 


— 


— 


* 
„„ eee * 
a — * - 
3 — 08 of CRABS = 7 * 
* 11 — fell — 2 


_ + * — 5 * - ey 
- > — . — I. e = _ - — 1 2 "> 
ads 388 46. ; : — 2 — — — 3 id 

4 — — * 2 — —xʒ— — „„ OO _ > 7» iow a — — — _ g : 

= . 1 i _—_— 1 " er. "I —— Nn 4 9 7 2 2 = yo - 6 * _ C => _ 

<4 - S "vr 2 my > af egy 44 EXIF — þ — ö 1 
2 > > 

- \ * 


( 250 ] 
and gives a clear idea of it. He 
takes of the things of God, and 
ſhews them to his diſciples. He 
does not lead them into abſtracted 
reaſonings about the divine nature, 
or what the abſolute Godhead is, 
but his leſſons are uſeful and prac- 


' tical, He teaches the knowlege of 


the perſons in Jehovah, as they are 
related to finners in the covenant 
of grace. Through him the Fa- 
ther is made known, Ye have re- 
* ceived the Spirit of adoption, by 


„% whom we cry, Abba, Father, 


Rom. viii. 15. Through him the 
Son is believed in: for no man can 
ſay, that Jeſus is the Lord, but by 


the Holy Ghoſt. He diſcovers the 


Father's love in the Son with its 
rich graces and abundant bleſſings, 
as it is written: we have received, 
<* not the ſpirit of the world, but 
the Spirit which is of God, that 


cc we 
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| e might know the things that | Y 
| | © are freely given to us of God. S 
Þ He makes known the giver, and | | 
= the gifts, and he is received for that | 
l very purpoſe. He ſhines into the f 
= heart to give the light of the know- || ; 
= lege of the glory of God in the 
\ | | perſon of . Jeſus Chriſt. _ And this | 
| is ſaving acquaintance with the Fa- 
ther and with the Son: For here- | 
by the underſtanding. is reſtored to | 


the image of God; and the new 
man is renewed in knowlege after. | 
the image of him that created him, 

O what a mercy is this! What. | 
can call for greater praiſe! And 
this mercy, O my ſoul, is thine. 
Unſpeakably gracious has the Lord 
been to thee. He has given thee 
the knowlege of himſelf. His 
image is upon thine underſtanding. |. 
His light is ſhining upon it; cer- 
tainly it is as great an act, as when 
. nn 
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he firſt commanded the 1 ght to 
ſhine out of darkneſs : for — 1 
believe in him, I know him to be 
my Far RER. O precious name 
The love of his heart, and it is in- 
finite: the bleſſings of his love, and 
they are numberleſs, he has called 
me to enjoy, freely, of mere grace, 
of his on ſovereign good will— 
called me to the adoption of ſons, 
to the nobleſt dignity, yea to ever- -|. 
laſting honor, to be a ſon of the 
moſt high God—God is my Fa- 
ther —my new- birth is from him 
that which is born of the Spirit 
1s-fpirit; and has fellowſhip: with 
the Father of ſpirits. Behold! what 
manner of love this is! No parent 
ever loved, or can love a child as 
Father which is in heaven loves 
me. And I defire in the ſenſe of 
this to love him, to cleave to him 
with full purpoſe of heart, and 
grate 
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gratefully to devote all I have and 


am to his fervice and to his glory. 


O thou divine revealer of this love 
enlighten mine underſtanding and 


influence my affections, that I may 


grow in the knowlege of my Fa- 
ther in Jeſus: For 


In him the Father only is to be 


known. He is his Father, as our 


covenant head, and therefore ours 


in him. God is not a Father to 


any, but in Chriſt. The name Fa- 
ther reſpects Chriſt, as the firſt be- 
gotten, and then all his ſeed. He is 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named, and 
depends for its adoption on the 


Father of their Lord Jeſas Chriſt's. 


He undertook to be made man, to 


live and to die for the many ſons, 
whom he was to bring to glory: 


and in conſequence of his under- 


_ takings 


Wi E 
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takings it pleaſed the Father to lay 
up all fulneſs of grace for them in 
the God-man, their covenant head. 
And it pleaſes the Spirit to witneſs 


of this fulneſs, and to enable be- 


lievers to receive out of it grace for 
grace. Thus he reveals Immanuel 
to them. They know him and 
are one with him. He is their Lord 
and their God, and by faith they 
live in him and upon him. Truſt- 


ing to his atonement and righte- 
 ouſneſs they have peace with their 


reconciled Father, and they enjoy 
his love ſhed abroad in their hearts 
by the Holy Ghoſt. Waiting in 
the appointed ways they grow in the 
knowlege of the wonderful perſon 


God- Jeſus. They ſee more of the 


divine glory of his ſalvation work, 
and by depending an it daily they 
enjoy more of the things which ac- 
company ſalvation. Thrice happy 


are 
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are they, whoſe acquaintance with 


Jeſus is thus increaſing. Their 
happineſs has a boundleſs ſubject. 
They may ſtudy on, and they will 
find in him new worlds of delight 
to eternity. O ye highly favored, 
read and adore the wonders already 
wrought for you; among which 
theſe are not the leaſt. We 
* know that the Son of God Tis 
* come, and hath given us an un- 
e derſtanding to kno him that is 
ce true, and we are in him that is 
ce true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
ho is the true God and eternal 
« life.” Bleſſed knowlege! they 


have an underſtanding given them, 


and they are ſavingly acquainted 
with the Father and with the Son 


by the teaching of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Jehovah is their Alehim. Thus 
they learn the firſt part of their 
duty, which leads then to the 
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Second, Namely to love the per- 
ſons in the Godhead, becauſe they 
ſtand in this moſt endearing rela- 
tion to them. They love the Fa- 
ther, who is their Father in Jeſus. 
They have not only heard of, and 
believed in, but have alſo enjoyed 
his precious love. It has been ſhed 
abroad in their heatts by the Holy 
| Ghoſt: who has overcome all re- 
ſiſtance to his love; yea has made 
enmity” itſelf, yield to it. Having 
| purified the conſcience by faith, he 
then purifies the heart: He pours 
into it a ſenſe of that love, which 
gave his co- equal Son for them, 
and all the bleſſings in earth and 
in heaven with him. "Thereby he 
' draws out the affections in holy 
deſires to be more united to the 
Father of mercies. It is the pro- 
perty of love to defire to be united 
to the beloved object. The holy 
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Spirit has diſcovered the object, and 
has given the deſire, and he fulfils 
all the defires of his own creating. 
He teaches all the children of God 
to know their Father ; and to expe- 
rience his love to them in his Son, 
and then they cannot but love him. 
He creates the new heart for this 
very purpoſe; and makes it ſenſible 
that the Father's love is all received 
through the Son, and therefore the 
Father and the Son are beloved 
with an undivided affection. 

The Son is his office name. It 
ſhould never be heard without put- 
ting us in mind of the wonderful 


love of our God in his undertakings. 


He covenanted to be made fleſh. 
What a miracle of love is that! He 
engaged with his Father to be the 
ſurety for his people, to do their 
work, to ſuffer their puniſhment, 
and then God and man, one Chriſt 

for 
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| for ever, was to have all fulneſs of 
| covenant bleſſings to give his peo- 
ple. The Father has no love, the 
Spirit beſtows no grace, but what 
come through Chriſt. A believer 
ts therefore taught in every thing 
he does to have fellowſhip with 
Chriſt. His ſafety, his happineſs, 
his hopes of happineſs to day and 
for ever are bleſſings to be received 
out of Immanuel's fulneſs: for he 
is the head over all things to the 
church which is his body, the ful- 
neſs of him that filleth all in all. 


And while the member is receiving 


life and ſenſe and happineſs from 


the fulneſs of the head, he will have 


fieſh motives to love bs divine Sa- 
viour. What can fix his affections, 
if gratitude to Jeſus cannot? He 
has every thing in him, that can 
win the heart. He has beauty to 
engage love, bleſſings to increaſe 

love, 


* > 


ke * 


3 
ES 
8 * 
[i Bs 
* * 5 P 
9 
1.6 


—_— kd 2 _ 


5 1 4 CEP" ON : 
- 6 1 3 n 
* = "5 : "fo 


259 ] 


love, glories to increaſe love to him 
for evetmore. He is beauty with- 
out a rival. Whatever. is charm- 
ing in any earthly object is but a 
ray from him, and ſhould lead to 
him: it is but a beam to point out 
the matchleſs graces of Immanuel. 
Aud ſo is the lovelineſs of heaven- 
ly objects: ſaints and angels have 
nothing beautiful, but what the 
love of 1 has put upon them. 
He is the Lord and giver of all 
their glory. How glorious then 
muſt he be? He is mine, ſays the 
believer, and my property in him 
makes him indeed glorious in me 
eyes. Once I ſaw no beaut 

him, that I ſhould defire him; 0 
now he is my beloved and my 
friend. I can ſee every thing truly 
lovely in my Lord and my God. 
Whatever elſe courts my heart ap- 


| 
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| ſus, and 


tek 'favors. 


viour. 


give up 


| 


ſtance is my 
| himſelf daily to me by his number- 
I am always receiving 
out of his fulneſs ſome blefting, 
which makes him the centre of my 
| happineſs. Every look of faith diſ- 
| covers in him ſome new excellency, 

and brings from him ſome freſh 
kindneſs, and thereby engages my 
| heart ſtill more to its precious Sa- 
And when 1 look, forward 
to the glory to be revealed, when I 
ſhall fe my dèafeſt Jehis face to 
face, and hall be like him, and 
all enjoy Him, and in Him all the 
' bleflings of the eternal Three for 
ever, O this is too big for preſent 
thought; yet it conftrains me to 
up my whole ſoul to this 
Glorify him daily 
in me, thou faithful 5 for je- 
give me continual reaſon 
to love thee with the fame undivid- 


; heavenly lover. 


Jefus. 
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| oc: affection, wherewtith, thou haſt 
| enabled me to love the Father and 
the Son. 
Ihe boly Spirit is Jebovah, a 
perſon, in the ſelf. exiſtent Godhead, 
eg ual with the Father in every at- 
| — 9 His office name is Spurit; 
the idea is taken from air ſuch, ag 


breather or inſpirer of ſpiritgal life. 
Every thing done by him in this 
character tends to holineſs, and 
therefore he is called the 4oly- Spi- 
rit. His office in the covenant, as 
well as his co- equality with the Fa- ; 
ther and the Son entitle him to e- 
| qual worſhip, and to. equal love. 
For he undertook to carry into exe- 
cution the purpoſes of the-Father's 
love in Jeſus. Their fulfilment de- 
pends entirely upon his grace. The 
Son has been incarnate; he has 
1 in everlaſting righteouſ- 
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1 
neſs, and made the atonement for 


ſin: the Father is ſatisfied with his 
finiſhed work, and has demonſtrat- 


ed his acceptance of it: the God- 


I” 


man is now upon the throne of 
glory with all power in heaven and 
earth. To this the holy Spirit 
bears witneſs. It is his divine of- 
fice to apply the ſalvation of Jeſus, 
and to make it effectual. He does 
all in the heirs of promiſe. The 
Father gave them to the Son, the 
Son redeemed them, but they are 
in the common maſs of corruption, 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins, till the 
Spirit of life enter into them. They 
feel not their guilt nor their danger, 
till he convince them. They are 
quite ignorant of God and ef the 
things of God, till he make them 
wiſe unto ſalvation. They cannot 
believe in Jeſus, till the Spirit of 
faith enable them. They cannot 
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rejoice in the Father's love, till the 
Comforter make them ſenſible of it. 
They are without ſtrength, until 
they be ſtrengthened with might 
by the Spirit in the inner man. 
They cannot go on in their chriſtian 
courſe, but by a conſtant ſupply of 
the Spirit. They cannot hold out 
to the end, but from his abiding 
with them for ever. So that he 
is the Lord and giver of life. He 


| begins the good work, and he con- 


firms it, until the day of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Every motion of ſpiritual 
life isfrom him, and all thoſe, whom 
he makes alive, he makes ſenfibleof 
the debt which they owe him. He 
manifeſts his love to them, and 
thereby he engages their love to 
him. They experience, how great 
the love of the Spirit is. They are 
ſenſible of their obligations to him, 
and deſite to be thankful for them. 

| Thus 
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Thus their affections return to the 
proper object of love and worſhip. 


They receive daily the bleſſings of 


the Father's love through faith in 
the Son's ſalvatien, by the applying 
power of the holy Spirit, and here- 


by they are reconciled to the firſt 


and great commandment ; it is be- 


come the delight of their ſouls to 
love the Lord their God. 


Here conſider, O my ſoul, whe- 
ther thou art acting —.— the prin- 
ciple of gratitude to thy God. It 
thou art, then his yoke Rat be eaſy 
and his burden light. Thou wilt 
not go to duty in bondage, hop ic 
to gain his love by the deſert 
what thou doeſt, or fearing to be 
beaten with many ſtripes for not do- 
ing it well. Thy God whom thou 
ſerveſt is thy moſt loving friend, 
and tendereſt father. He loved 
thee in Jelus, freely by grace, not 
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by works done by thee, or to be 


done. Immanuel is thy Saviour": 
His love to thee is made up of mi- 


racles: No underſtanding of angels 
or of glorified ſpirits can conceive 
how great it is: for it paſſeth know- 


lege. Nevertheleſs the holy Spi- 


rit has revealed it unto thee. He 
loves thee, as the Father and the 
Son do, with the ſame divine affec- 
tion. Thy debt is equal, thy gra- 
titude ſhould be the ſame to the 
bleſſed Trinity. In the ſenſe of 
thine infinite obligations thou art 
called upon to walk in the way of 
duty. Love to the perſon, whom 


thou art to ſerve, will make ſervice 


pleaſant. And thou doſt love thy 
God. He has given himſelf with 
every covenant bleſſing to be thine, 
and theſe bleſſings are to be enjoy- 
ed in thy walk with him. With 
this faith look at duty. It is the 


expreſſion of gratitude to thy dear- 
eſt friend, and it is the way to en- 
joy his divine friendſhip. He re- 
quires it out of love to thee, and 
would have thee to do it out of love 
to him. O! how exalted is duty, 


when communion with God is car- 


ried on by it! He would have thee 
to keep cloſe to him, in order to 
maintain a ſenſe of his gracious pre- 
ſence in thy heart, and fo to walk 


with him as to have his love to thee. 


confirmed at every ſtep; and there- 
fore thou ſhouldſt ſeek to preſerve 
a conſtant nearneſs and holy fel- 
lowſhip with him in every thing 


thou doeſt. This is the will of | 
thy God. May it be thine, O my 


ſoul. Study this glorious way of 
goſpel duty. Pray to be taught it 
better, and to go on in it more ſpi- 
ritually every day. Bring it into 
all thy affairs. In thy calling, as 

+ well 
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well as in the means of grace, in 
temporal as well as in heavenly 
matters, ſet the Lord always before 
thee, and fo live, and act in every 
thing as to keep up communion 
with thy God and Father in Jeſus 
by the grace of the holy Spitit. 
When God is thus become the 
dear object of thy happy heart, 
then every way wherein his love is 
to be enjoyed will become delight- 
ful. The time, the place, the means 
of meeting with him will be great- 
ly deſired and much longed for. 
Thy heart cannot but be, where 
thy treaſure is. Thou wilt want 
no ſpur to duty, no Whip to drive 
thee to ordinances. It will be e. 
nough, that the Lord is there. ”m 
when he faid to David—ſeek 
my face—his heart e 
face, Lord, will I ſeek. His heart 
ſaid it. His affections were ſet 
M2 upon 
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upon God,; and he was ready to 
ſeek, wherever God was to be 
found. No hunted hart ever pant- ä 
ed more after the water-brooks, 
than his ſoul did after God. His 
hope in doing anything was to have 
God's gracious preſence with him. 
And his happineſs in it was to have 
communion with God. This is 
goſpel duty. And what a glorious 
| | privilege is it! O that it may be 
i | my happy experience thus to meet 
| God in all his ways, and to enjoy 
him in my daily walk. That thou 
mayeſt grow in this divine fellow- 
ſhip, conſider, O my foul, ſome of 
the duties of the firſt ha, and 
learn to practice them upon goſpel 
principles. The firſt and chief is 
PRAYER, which conſiſts in keeping 
up daily converſe with thy God up- 
on all occaſions. This isthe breath- 
ing of the new born ſoul. It wants 
| to 
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to draw the air of heaven, and to 
live in its own proper element. 
There is a way opened for it unto 
the throne of glory, and the chil- 
dren of God may approach it with 
boldneſs: for it is a throne of grace, 
and he that ſitteth upon it loves to 
hear and to anſwer their petitions. 
He is their Father. go, ſays 
i Jeſus, to my Father and to your 
Father; my Father himſelf loveth | . 
« you ; aſk what ye will of him in 
« my name he will do it.“ This 
is the beloved object of prayer—a 
| reconciled Father in jeſus-whoſe 
heart is full of tenderneſs to the 
complaints and miſeries of his fa- 
mily his promiſes are the declara- 
tions of his pure love—a depen- 
dence upon his fulfilling them does 
honor to his truth and faithfulneſs, 
and always brings down the bleſ- 
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þ the children of God to teach them 


thus to pray in faith. He helps 
5 their infirmities in prayer, ſtrength- 
ens their graces, and beſtows on 
them their comforts. He enables 
them to come with boldneſs, and 


to have acceſs with confidence. 
Whatever their Father has freely 
promiſed to give them in Jeſus, they 
can aſk in faith nothing wavering : 


for they know his promiſes cannot 
fail. They find them daily fulfil- 


led, whereby their holy familiarity 


with their Father increaſes. He 


' draws -nearer to them and they 
draw nearer to him. This their 


mutual intercourſe may be inter- 
rupted, but it cannot be entirely 
broken off. God is always diſpoſed 
to hear, although the believer be 
not always able to pray rejoicing. 
It is ſtill his privilege, although he 
may not find any great delight in 
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it; but if he continue to make con- 
ſtant uſe of his privilege his delight 
will return, and God will fulfil to 
him the gracious promiſe—[I will 
make them joyful in my houſe of 
prayer. 

Thus the child of God learns to 
love prayer, yea to pray without 
cealing. He lives under his Fa- 
ther's eye, and in a dependence on 
his Father's care for him night and 
day. And he has hereby as true 
and laſting fellowſhip with the 
things of God in his ſoul, as he has 
with the things of this world in his 
body. 

O what an exalted ,privilege is 
this! How highly is prayer hereby 
_ ennobled! It is not a law duty to an 
abſolute God: but a gracious inter- 
courſe with a covenant God.— Not 
practiſed that he may love us: but 
becauſe he loves us—not to make 
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us his children: but becauſe we 
are his children. It ſhould be per- 
for med always in this faith: If 
there be infirmities in it, ſuch as 
wander ing, coldneſs, or the like, 
we are to remember, that we are 
not heard for the goodneſs of our 


prayers; nor anſwered for the fer- 


vency of them. That which makes 
our. perſons accepted obtains ac- 
ceptance for our ſervices alſo. We 
and all we do are only accepted in 
the beloved: For through Jeſus 


<<. Chriſt we have an acceſs by one 


Spirit unto the Father,” Epb. ii. 
18. our acceſs is through Jeſus 


Chriſt. Truſting to his finiſhed 


ſalvation we enter into the preſence 
of the Father, and guided by the 
holy Spirit we pray in faith. What- 
ever we aſk in the Son's name we 
know that we have the petitions 
which we defired of him. This 


{piritua- 
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ſpiritualizes prayer, and puts glory 
upon it: becauſe there is heavenly 
fellowſhip with God in it, with the 
Father through the Son, by the one 
Fpirit. 

Theſe are ſome of the privileges 
of chriſtian prayer. Thou goeſt, 
O my foul; to meet thy God in it 
—to converſe with thy Father — 
to call on him for the fulfilling of 
his promiſes made in Jeſus to wait 
on him for his anſwers—and to 
give him his glory. O what bleſ- 
ſed ſeaſons haſt thou enjoyed in 
this communion with thy God! 
How has he manifeſted his near- 
neſs to thee, and bounty towards 
thee! Haſt thou not found his 
heart open, his ears open and his 
hands open to grant thee the requeſt 
of thy lips? And when thou haſt 
not found ſuch ſweet fellowſhip 
with thy God in prayer, yet thy 
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dependence on his faithful word 


has been exerciſed and improved. 
Thou haſt left thy petitions with 
thy friend and advocate, truſting 


to that moſt glorious deſcription. of |. 
him in Rev. vili. 3, 4. And ano- 


te ther angel came and ſtood at the 


<< altar, having a golden cenſer, and 
there was given unto him much. | 
* incenſe, that he ſhould offer it | 
with the prayers of all ſaints up- 
on the golden altar, which was 
s before the threne. And the 

te ſmoke of the incenſe, which came 
| © with the prayers of the ſaints a- 
' * ſcended up before God out of the 
angels hand. O thou great 
angel of the covenant thus preſent 
my prayers. They are nothing 
worth, but as perfumed: with thy 


divine odors. Let them ever aſcend 
before God out of thy hand with 


the ſmoke, of the incenſe of thy 


| ſacrifice 
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ſacrifice and interceſſion. Bleſſed 
Spirit of prayer increaſe my faith, 
that I may truſt more to a prayer 


hearing God and Father above al- 


ways ready to grant every good thing 
promiſed to his children in Chriſt 


Jeſus. Amen. | 


PR AISE and prayer go together. 


The prayer of faith will afford con- 


tinual matter for praiſe. The one 


is a dependence on God for every 


promiſed blefling, the other is the 
acknowlegement of his having be- 
ſtowed it. Innocent man had his 


heart in this ſweet work. It was 
his happineſs. ' Every breath in 
paradiſe was praiſe. The redeem- 
ed man has more reaſon. His ob- 
ligations are far greater, than Adam 


was under, to his God — raiſed 


from his fall—faved from the guilt 


and miſery of it—choſen and-cal- 
led to this ſalvation by mere grace 
—through 
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' —throveh faith a partaker of it 


an heir of God, and a joint-heir 
with Chriſt, O what + motives are 
theſe. to continual thankfulneſs 


And theſe motives are effectual, 
when the holy Spirit diſcovers the | 
things that are freely given to us 


of God. He makes us ſenſible of 
them and thankful for them: for 
he preferves in the ſoul a bleſſed 


poverty of ſpirit, an humble abid- 


ing ſenſe of wants and unworthi- 
neſs, and thus he lays a ſure found- 
ation for thankfulneſs. Every 


bleſling is then received with a, 


Why me—what am I, and what is 
my Father's houſe, that God ſhould 


deal thus bountitully with me; I 


muſt refer it all to the praiſe of the 
glory of his on grace: bleſſed be 


the God and Father of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed me 


with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heaven- 
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iy places in Chriſt, Alltheſe bleſ- 


ſings flow from the Father's love 


in his Son, and the holy Spirit has 


diſcovered: to me that boundleſs 


ocean of love, and has often refreſh- 
ed me with its life- giving ſtreams. 
He has made known to me the 


good pleaſure of the Father's will, 
which he had purpoſed in himſelf, 


to chooſe me by his diſtinguiſhing 


grace to be one of his children, and 
through faith in Jeſus Chriſt I read 
my adoption, and take poſſeſhon of | 
the inheritance of children. Mine 
experience of theſe bleſſings cannot 
be queſtioned, while I am receiving 
out of the fulneſs of Jeſus grace 


for grace. O how great is my 


debt! It is equal to the eternal 
Three; ſo ſhould my gratitude be. 
It is very meet, right and my bounden 
duty, that I ſhould at all times and 
in all places give thanks unto thee, 


O Lord, 
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O Lord, holy 
| everlaſting 
angels and arch-angels and with all 
the company of heaven I laud and 
* magnify thy glorious name, ever- 


thy daily tribute of thanks. 


Ga therefore with 


more praiſing thee and ſaying, 
- Holy, Holy, Holy, 
. hoſts: heaven and earth are full of 
thy glory. Glory be to thee, O 
Lord moſt high. Amen. 

May ſuch as this, O my ſoul, be 
Con- 
ſider what thou oweſt to thy God 
how great are his favors, how 
many, how endleſs—and beſtow- 
ed on the moſt unworthy. Review 


his goodneſs in giving thee being, 


and in preſerving it. Remember 


from how many dangers and pains - 


he has delivered thee ; what health 


and creaturecomforts by has vouch- 


ſated of his mere bounty; and what 
a monument of his long ſuffering 
thou 


Father, almighty 


Lord, God of |: 
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thou art. O what a miracle | that 


one, like thee, ſhould be out of 
hell. Then put to the account 


. ſpiritual favors, what bleſſings thou 
. haſt received from the Father's love 
in Jeſus ; what bleſſings thou art 
entitled to in him, not only in time, 


but alſo in eternity. Caſt up the 


mighty ſum, and ſay, How much it 
is. Canſt thou tell the numbers 
thereof? No. It is beyond the 


power of the greateſt arithmetieian. 


| If thou could ſt write a figure upon 


every atom in the creation, thou 


- wouldit want a new world, where- 


on to caſt up the vaſt account : for 


heavens, and they are alſo everlaſt- 


ing. Then conſider, to whom thou 


art thus indebted. Is it not to a 
juſtly offended God, who might 
have glorified all his perfections in 
puniſhing thee for thy fins? Where- 


as 


thy mercies reach to the heaven of | 
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as in wonderful grace he has choſen 
and called thee to the adoption of 
Sons. He is thy Father. This is 
the ſpring of all thy mercies. In 
love he gave his Son to finiſh thy 
ſalvation. And his Spirit has brought 
thee to believe in it, and to enjoy it. 
| Fhis is the ſource of all thy praiſe. 
The object of thankſgiving is thy 
covenant God, who is related to 
thee in ſuch a bond of love, as will 
bring thee under eternal obliga- 
tions. Thou art therefore in all 
thy praiſe to remember thy rela- 
tion to Father, Son, and Spirit, thy 
debt to them for that moſt bleſſed 
relation, thy growing, ever growing 
debt. Praiſe will pay none of it. 
Tbe ſaints in glory do but acknow- 
lege it. While they are praiſing 
more, the ſum is increaſing. O my 
ſoul, beg of thy God to give thee 
grace, that thine acknowlegements 
may 
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may be in ſome meaſure like theirs. 
| Theyare crying, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God, giving glory for the 
Father's love in Jeſus; and for their 
experience of it by the eternal Spi- 
rit. May this ſubject be thine, 
more ſpiritual, more holy evety 
day, till it be what theirs is, per- 
fect and without intermiſſion. 

Since it is thy privilege, O my 
ſoul, to pray to thy covenant God, 
and to praiſe him for covenant mer- 
cies, then thou wilt highly prize the 
holy SCRIPTURES z becauſe with- 
out them thou canſt not know what 
to pray for, nor what is indeed a 
merey. Thy faith has nothing to 
ſtand upon, but the word of God, 
and nothing to praiſe him for, but 
mercies therein promiſed, and by 
believing received. O how dear 
then ſhould his word be to thee; 
how greatly ſtudied , how diligent- 
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ly heard, that by it thou mayeſt 
grow in every grace, which is need- 


tal for thy holy walk with God. 


It is the . means by which 


the holy Spirit acts. It is His great 


inſtrument in beginning and carry- 


ing on ſpiritual life. He opens the 


underſtanding to know the ſcrip- 
tures, he inclines the will and th 
affections to receive them in — 


love of the truth, and he influences 
the whole man to ſubmit to live 


under the obedience of faith, What- 
ever ſtrength, victory, comfort, or 


bleſſing of any kind he beſtows, it 
comes by die the truththrough 


the Spirit. So that thou canſt — 


go on in thy walk with God, but 
by conſtant and believing uſe of the 


ſeriptures, They ſhould: be thy 
ſtudy night and day, heard and . 
carefully, mixed with faith, trea- 
ſured up in thy memory, received 


into 
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* 

into thy heart, and brought into 
thy life, and all by the teaching of 
the Holy Ghoſt, in order to thine 
emjoyment of the promiſed bleſſings 
of the Father's love through the 
Son's ſalvation. Thus the word 
will be the means of thy maintain- 
ing fellowſhip with the bleſſed Tri- 
nity. By mixing faith with it thou 
wilt be conſtantly receiving from 
them covenant mercies: and ſo 
thou wilt go forward. Thy Reps 
weill be ordered aright according to 
the word, and thy way will be 
proſperous. 


Conſider then, O my ſoul, whe- 


ther thou art making this uſe of the 
ſcriptures. Doſt thou find them 
the means of thy growth in divine 
knowlege, in faith and love? Do 
they really promote thy commu- 
nion with God, and on that account 
are they daily more thy ſtudy, = 
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| thy delight? Never think of hear- 
ing or reading them without pray- 
ing for the teaching of the holy 
Spirit; that they may be the means 
of keeping up fellowſhip with thy 
Father in Jeſus. For this end they 
were revealed, and if this end be 
not anſwered they profit thee no- 
thing. Make it then thy conſtant 
practice before hearing, to pray 
ior a ſpiritual appetite, that as new 
born babes deſire milk, ſo thou 
mayeſt hunger and thirſt for the 
good word of life —in hearing, beg 
of God, that thou mayeſt feed upon 
che word and digeſt it, and thine 
inward man may be nouriſhed up 
in the words of faith, and of good 
doctrine —after hearing, pray for a 
ſanctified memory to treaſure u 
for uſe, what thou haſt learnt, that 
| as. Occaſion ſhall ſerve it may be 
| realized, and brought into practice, 
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thy life and converſation being caſt 
into the mould of the word. With 
the ſame dependence on thy divine 
teacher read, as well as hear, the 
ſcriptures. Meditate on them. Con- 
verſe about them, expeCting to find 
them able to make thee wiſe unto 
ſalvation through faith, which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and as thy faith in 
him increafes, able to bring in 
richer experience of thy Father's 
love in him. 

How ſweet is prayer, how de- 
lightful is praiſe, how bleſſed is 
beurig g and reading thg word, when 


theſe are the means of meeting and 
converſing with God? His preſence 


puts the higheſt honor upon them, 
and exalts duty into a royal privi- 
lege: for he is preſent as a Father 


with his children. O what a dig- 


nity is it to have God for our Fa- 
ther! What an happineſs to have 


free- 


NE *. 
r a> 
9 _ = 
— Kan, I» 
« *T os. © Sel SA 
n * 
168 nd. * ew 
VA" - 4 — N 
1 n n 9 
n e 
1 IS 
8 n 2 1 A 
r - - 3. 
* 4 * _— > 


* 5 N 
* Ks * — — — 4 „ — _ gh = — — 7 * * ” K 
—  —  — — —— —— —  ﬀ —— . = 
4 444 — 


* 

* A 
1 —_— "Y 
. I — . BA: 


3 . wr F KS = 3 


me 


* Rnd n 
2 9 . 
r 


* Ae .. * 


Yoo * 
4 xanga 


PEN * 35 * 
AS E IVE Es 
— — ee —— 


— wires An a6 22 * 
SY wn —_— Þ 


8 


OO 


_— 


— 
— 


2 
— * — v LID wt EA S., 


02 Med Mot Is. ne 
PPP — . , , CS os Bo. 


e 


free fellowſhip with him in this 
deareſt relation! In thy daily hear- 
ing and reading his word, obſerve, 
O my ſoul, what is ſpoken of this 
holy fellowſhip ; ; and ſeek to main- 


tain it, and to improve it in every 


appointed way, particularly in keep- 
ing. the command of thy dying 
friend. 


DO this in rememberance of me. 


When his diſciples meet together 


for this purpoſe, then place the 
whole dependence of thy heart 


upon thy crucified Saviour. Con- 


ſidering the infinite and everlaſting 
efficacy of the ſacrifice of his body 
and ſoul to take away fin, draw near 
in faith to feaſt upon it: for his 
fleſh is meat indeed, and his blood 


is drink indeed. Look well to the 


end of the inſtitution. It was not 
only to remind thee of, but alſo to 
convey to thee, all the bleſſings of 

that 
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that one offering, which perfects 
It was to teach thee, that 
thy ſpiritual life, and every grace 
and comfort of it are as dependent 
upon Chriſt crucified, as the life of 
is upon the meat and 
drink of this world. Thy life comes 
from his death. Thy life is nouriſn- 
ed by feeding upon Chriſt thy paſ- 
ſover, who was ſacrificed for thee. 
He intended by the bread to point 
out unto thee his body, and by the 
wine his blood by 
drinking them, thy taking him and 
living upon him by thy bodily 
ſupport received from them, the 
nouriſhment of thy ſou] by eating 
his fleſh and drinking his blood. 
He would have thee to look through 
the ſigns to the things ſignified. 
Thou art not to reft in the out- 
ward act, but to reſt in the pro- 
miſe in the word of God. Thy 


thy body 


eating and 


faith 
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faith is not to be exerciſed about 
the Lord's Supper as a duty; but it 


is to be exerciſed upon his word; 


and what he has therein promiſed 
to make it, that thou art to expect 
in taking it. He appointed it to be 
the means of communicating with 
him, and of thy enjoying fellowſhip 
with him in his ſufferings. It is a 
ſpiritual believing act, in which 
thou art invited to partake of the 
paſchal lamb. It is the Lord's 
paſſover; and will certainly anſwer 
every purpoſe, for which he inſti- 
tuted it. He appointed it to be the 
means of ſafety from the deſtroyer, 
of deliverance from bondage, of 
free and full forgiveneſs of all fins, 
of an happy paſlage through the 
red fea, and of the everlaſting poſ- 


ſeſſion of the promiſed inheritance. | 


For theſe gracious purpoſes the 
Father s love gave his Son to be a 
lamb 


8 


—- > 


wm id = * 
* 


n io Fa "_ 1 
=. "j * * ou 
10 i * 8176 . 
= 7 — Ir; . 3 
1 1 75 7 . 
— $4 2 y VM 5 ' 
e "KF; n bs 
2 a 2 5 
of ' N 
* n N 
1 2 N,. , 
? * 9 * 
me 85 1 


( 289 ] 
lamb ſlain, and then a lamb feaſted 
on: and the holy Spirit makes it a 
feaſt indeed. Itistothe believing 
receiver ſpiritually, whatever the 
paſſover was to the Jews.in Egypt. 
It is a communion with the bleſſed 
Trinity—with the Father for pro- 
viding ſuch a. banquet of love 
with the Son for giving himſelf to | 
| be a lamb ſlain, and to be a ſpirt- | 
| tual repaſt to his people in earth 
and in heaven—with the holy Spi- 
rit for rendering the bread which 
is broken the communion. of the 
body of Chriſt, and the cup of bleſ- 
ſing the communion of the blood 
| of Chriſt, Communien ſignifies 
union with—the believer united to | 
Chriſt—one with Chriſt—a mem- 
ber in his body, lives in him, and 
on him, has communications of 
| life, nouriſhment, ſtrength, com- 
fort, &c. as the members have from 
Vol. I. N their 
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their union with the head. He 
has a real inward fellowſhip with 


Jefus, in his croſs and paſſion, in 
his reſurrection and aſcenſion, in 
his interceſſion and fitting at the 


right hand of the majeſty on high. 
He communicates now with Jeſus | 
in all the bleflings of his Father's 


love, and will communicate with 


him in all his Father's' glory. O | 


what a privilege is the Lord's Sup- 


per, when it is thus the means of 


communion with the Son, and with 


his Father through the Spirit! | 
What an honor is it to be admitted 
to a feaſt inſtituted by the lamb of 


God, and for the enjoyment of the 


love of God! What a bleſſing is it 
to fit down now to the marriage 
ſupper of the lamb, and to 'partake | 
by faith. of its ſpiritual realities and | 
delights ! There is nothing beyond 
this upon earth, and it has fome- | 
| times 
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times been to the believing receiver 


a foretaſte of heaven. Yes, bleſſed 


be God, it has been, even to thee, 


O my ſoul, unworthy as thou art 
of one crumb from the maſter's 


table, a feaſt of fat things, of wines 
kept, even of fat things, full of 
marrow, of wines kept and well- 
refined. And when thou haſt not 
been ſo highly feaſted, yet thou haſt 


enjoyed ſolid communion. Par- 
taking of the bread and wine ac- 


cording to the Lord's inſtitution, 
and depending on the Lord's pro- 
miſe, thou haſt been fed and nou- 
riſhed at his table. The virtue of 
the Spirit has been put forth in thy 
heart, and thou haſt as truly by 
faith eat the fleſh, and drank the 
blood of the Son of man, as thou 
didſt eat the bread and drink the 
wine. It was ſtrictly ſpeaking a 
communion : being united to Chriſt, 
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thou waſt a partaker of Chriſt, and 
hadſt fellowſhip with him in his 
life and death. O pray for more 
of this. Beg of the holy Spirit to 
increaſe thy communion with Jeſus, 
that thou mayeſt live more in him 
and on him, and thereby enjoy more 
of the love of thy heavenly Father. 
Plead his promile, and expect the 
fulfilling of it: „He that eateth 
my fleſh and drinketh my blood 
« dwelleth in me, and l in him: 
5 As the living Father hath ſent 
** me, and I live by the Father, fo 
« he that eateth me, even he ſhall 
Jive by me, I/ vi. 56, 57. 
Viewing the dutiesof the firſt table 
in this light, how exalted are they, 
and ſpiritual? What a glory does 
it put upon them, that the believer 
has fellowſhip with the eternal 
| Three, and in prayer, and praiſe, 
in hearing and reading the word, 


and 
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and at the Lord's Supper he enjoys K 


their covenant mercies, partaking | 
of them now as really by faith, as 
ever he will by ſenſe in heaven? 
| The law written and engraven in 
ſtones was glorious, but the law 
thus written upon his heart excel- 
leth in glory. The two firſt tables 
of ſtone were broken, the other two 
are loſt: but no time ſhall deface 
the writing of the holy Spirit. The 
new heart, turned in love to God, 
ſhall keep his impreſſion for ever. | 
Faith ſhould reſt ſecurely upon this: 
becauſe he has undertaken to abide 
for ever with his own people, that 
the purpoſes of the Father's love, 
and the bleſſings of the Son's fal- 
vation may be always enjoyed by 
them. In remembrance of this | 
great truth they keep the | | 
Lokb's pAv. They reſt on it from labor, 


declaring thereby theit belief of the | 
| N 3 reſt, | 
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reſt, which the eternal Three have 
provided in Jeſus—a reſt in their 
 fouls—given without their labor 
and pains—ſecured to them by co- 
venant kept for them by almighty 
power —a ſabbath remaining for 
the people of God, into which they 
' ſhall as certainly enter, as Jeſus 
their forerunner is entered. Sab- 
bath ſignifies a day of reſt. It was 
| ſet a part in memory of God's 
finiſhing the works of the firſt crea- 
tion: and is obſerved now in me- 
mory of his finiſhing the works of 
the new creation. The end for 
which the world was made will be 
anſwered ſoon; and then it, and 
ö all the works therein ſhall be burnt 
up, and the place of them found 
no mote: but the glorious work of 
the God- man ſhall endure for ever. 
In honor of this greateſt work of 
| God we keep the Lord's day. It 
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is his Sabbath—a day eternally fa- 
mous for his finiſhing the work of, 
ſalvation, and entering into his reſt. 
And we who have believed, ſays 
the apoſtle, do enter into reſt,” 
| We do enter into it now by faith, 
and we ſhare with him in his Sab- 
bath. The atonement which he 
| made, the righteouſneſs which he 
| wrought out, the victory which he 
| obtained, the works which he per- 
fected for ever, and the glory which 
he now inherits, we enjoy at pre- 
| ſent by believing, and enter upon 
the poſſeſſion of them. According 
to our faith, ſuch is our reſt. He 
that believes without doubt or wa- 
vering in the finiſhed ſalvation of 
Jeſus, he will have the peace of 
God ruling in his conſcience, he 
will experience the perfect loye of 
| God: to him, which will make him 
reſt in his love to God, and then 
N 4 he 


| 2 — — —_———_— 
0 . * 
* —— ST — - e n * —— — 


r 


WIS ID S- Jax >. 12 
1 we x0. . Ty r 
o al , oy 8 . 
8 FT 6 * * ay 3 
e * . _ 1 
_ Fe On : SS — r = 12 
8 * IF N. 3 y 5s FR w\ 
or e * ns 
| 5 SS, 
OS — IN * 
985 1 + ld þ by 


| 


. 
he will delight himſelf in the ways 
of God. This is the chriſtian Sab- 


| bath. It conſiſts in reſting upon 


Jeſus, and in depending upon his 
having finiſhed the works of re- 
demption, and then m living upon 
them for our ſouls, as much as we 


do upon the works of creation for 


our bodies, 
Sweet is the day of reſt, ſpent in 
this holy employment. Happy 


time! ſet apart for ſpiritual inter- 


courſe with God, and conſecrated 
for — — g up fellowſhip with him 
fa 


in his fatherly love in Jeſus, and 


for receiving from him communi- 
cations of his graces and bleſſings. 
Thrice happy day! in which this 


fellowſhip is kept up, and theſe 
graces and bleſſings are enjoyed. 
By this heavenly converſe the in- 


ward man is renewed with growing 
Arength : his faculties are enlarged; 


and 
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11 
and their happineſs is ingreaſed. By 


which means he comes nearer to 
the ſpiritual reſt of the heavenly 
ſabbath. He calls it his delight, 
holy of the Lord, honorable : be- 
cauſe the end of its inſtitution is 
- | anſwered to him, and he has on it 
happy communion with his God. | 
When he draws near to God in his | 
| appointed ways, he finds God in |. 
them and experiences his loving | 
| kindneſs, which is better than life 
itſelf. Bleſſed is the man, who is 
thus highly favored. He enters | 
within the veil into the holieſt by 
| | the blood of Jeſus, and finds a moſt 
loving Father upon a throne of 
grace. In every ſervice on the 
| Lord's day, he ſeeks a more inti- 
| mate acquaintance and more ſpiri- 
tual fellowſhip with him. His very 
heart is engaged in this work. His 
ſoul thirſteth, and his very fleſh | 
N 5 longeth | 
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longeth to meet God, as he has met 
him in the Anctuary. Therein he 
has found communications of grace, 
which has rendered the ordinances 
delightful indeed. He rejoices in 
hopes of meeting God and of draw- 
ing near to him in prayer, of praiſ- 
ing him ſtill more and more for his 
abundant mercies, of hearing the 
reviving ſound of. goſpel grace, and 
of everlaſting love, and of receiving 
it not as the word of man, but as | 
it is in truth the word of God, and 
of ſitting down to the banquet of | 
heaven in communion with Chriſt 
corucified, through him partaking 

of the F. ather's love by the Spirit's 
influence. Bleſſed is he of the Lord, 
who is thus ſpiritual in ſabbath 
duties. By keeping up conſtant 
| communion with God in them his 
bleſſedneſs is increaſing, He is al- 
ready in poſſeſſion of the | ſame 
things, 
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things, which his elder brethren are 
enjoying in heaven: and he will 
become more heavenly minded, 
while he maintains daily fellowſhip 
with the eternal Three in their co- 
venant offices and bleſſings. 


Conſider, O my ſoul, that theſe | 


privileges are thine, Look well to 


thine improvement of them. Re- 


member, thou art already by be- 
lieving entered into reſt. Thy ſab- 
bath is begun—a day, whoſe ſun 
{hall never ſet - whoſe glory ſhall 
ſhine brighter for evermore. May 


thine enjoyment of this reſt, which 
is ſo glorious, be growing, until | 


thou attain to the eternal tabbath. 
O pray thy Lord to lift up the light 
of his countenance upon thee, to 
vouchſafe thee more of the love of 
his heart, and more of the bounty 
of his hand, more communion with 
him, and more communications 

from 
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from him, that thou mayeft be 
growing up into Jeſus in all things; 


and be ready, whenever he calls 


thee, to enter in with him into his 


perfect reſt. 

Thus the firſt e duties are 
kept. By the teaching of the holy 
Spirit they become goſpel privileges. 
When he makes us new creatures 
in Chriſt Jeſus, then we take the 
Three in Jehovah to be our God. 
We know our Father in Chriſt, 
believe in him and love him. We 
will have no other Gods, but him. 
We give his honor to none, his 
name to none, our time and heart- 
ſervice to none, but him. His love 
made known to us, engages our 
affections. and puts us upon ſeek- 


ing fellowſhip with him in all ap- 


pointed ways. Vea, the more we 


know of his perfect love to us, the 
more we are diſpoſed to love him, 
and 
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and to witneſs it in every thing we 
do. It becomes our ſtudy to walk 
before him in all well pleaſing: 
for we find it our happinefs. Whe- 
ther we eat or drink, riſe up, or lie 
down to reſt, follow our worldly 
calling, or have any dealings with 
men, we endeavor to do all in 
faith. This makes the common 
things of life ſpititual actions: be- 
cauſe in them we maintain inter- 
courſe with God. This is indeed 
the heavenly temper of the children 
of the moſt High, They ſeek the 
preſence, and the blefſings of their 
Father in Jeſus in all they do. They 
are taught to live in a ſimple de- 
pendence upon him. They ac- 
knowlege this dependence by look- 
ing up to him for every thing need- 
ful, and having received it b 

giving him all his glory. Then 
they are returned in heart and life to 
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that God, from whom they had de- 
parted. 

Moſt bleſſed return! For now 
the old ſinful nature with its af- 
fections and luſts is pardoned, and 
thereby they have loſt their do- 
minion. They have no right to 
exerciſe their tyranny any longer, 
The baſe ſelfiſh tempers, which 
rendered a man a plague to others, 
and often a burden to himſelf, are 
dethroned. The pardoning them 
is ſabduing them. Theſe always 
go together. They kept the un- 
derſtanding in darkneſs, but now it 
is light in the Lord. They blind- 
ed the conſcience and made it in- 
ſenſible, but now it has ſeen its | 
guilt, and has found peace with 
God. The heart was engaged in 
their ſervice, but now God has ſet 
up his throne in it, and ſweetly 
rules over the affections. Thus a 
free 


free pardon brings a man into li- 
berty. He ceaſes to be a ſlave to 
his ſelfiſh tempers. A full pardon 
brings him full victory over them: 
for then he has the blood of Jeſus 
to cleanſe him from all ſin, and the 
Spirit of Jeſus to ſubdue all fin. 
He is taken into the protection of 
| Chriſt, and is his free-man. None 
ſhall make him a ſlave. The Spirit 
of Chriſt rules in him, and makes 
him willing to live under the reign 
of grace: He dwells and abides 
with him to preſerve in his heart 
the love of God, and produce in it 
the proper fruits of that love to- 
wards men. Thus he brings the 
{inner to love the 
DuTIEs OF THE SECOND TA- 
BLE, Which our Lord has fum- 
med up in one ſentence—* Thou 


0 ſhalt love thy neighbor as thy- 


ce ſelf.” This love was loſt at 


the 
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the fall. Nothing is in mankind 
by nature but ſelfiſhneſs. He is a 
ſlave to diverſe luſts and pleaſures, 
living in malice and envy, hateful” 
and hating one another. Every 
age has felt this malady, and com- 
| plained of it. But no human means 
have been able to remedy it. Fine 
ſyſtems of ethics, and beautiful 
plans of natural religion have been 
tried; the aid of ſtrong reaſoning, 
aſſiſſed with the forces of logic and 
metaphy ſics, has been called in, bat 
all in vain. Selfiſh tempers broke 
through their cobweb arguments, 
and ſported with their imaginary 
bonds. Sometimes they poliſhed | 
the outſide a little, and made a man 
a courtier: he looked, and ſmiled, 
and ſeemed to love ; but they did 
not reach his heart. This is the 
prerogative of the Lord God. He |} 
only, who made us creatures, can 
make 
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make us new creatures. And until 
we are new born of God, we have 
every thing in us oppoſite to bro- 
therly love. But when we are 
born of the Spirit, then we are 
taught of him to love one another. 
He teaches it, and he enforces it. 
His leſſons are entirely practical. 
He not only informs the under- 
ſtanding, but alſo influences the 
affections. Having diſpoſed and 
enabled the heart to love God, he 
evidences the power of this divine 


love, by its genuine fruits towards 


men. Theſe are inſeparable. from 
their cauſe. Divine love is never 
without brotherly love: for ſo far 
as the love of God is felt, it pro- 
duces loving tempers. It opens 
and enlarges the heart, as the warm 
beams of the ſun open and expand 
the flowers. The agency, which 


| performs this, is almighty. - The 
holy 
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| holy Spirit having begotten the new | 
| nature writes upon, it the law of | 
| love. He keeps it willing to refiſt 
and makes it able to overcome, the 
ſelfiſh tempers of the old man. 
The apoſtle Peter has given us a 
delightful deſcription of the man- 
ner of the divine proceeding here- 
in, 1 Pet, i. 2, 22. 43. Chriſt 
© was manifeſt in thoſe laſt times 
| © for you, who by him do believe 
in God, that raiſed him up from | 
„the dead, and gave him glory, 
that your faith and hope might 
he in God: ſeeing ye have puri- ö 
| <.fned your ſouls in obeying the 
& —5 through the Spirit unto 
„ unfeigned love of the brethren, 
ſee that ye love one another with 
© a. pure heart fervently: being 
© bornagain not of corruptible ſeed, 
but of incorruptible by the word 
166 of Gods, which liveth and abid- 
| * eth 
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© eth for ever.“ The chrifttans to 


whom he writes were partakers 
of the new birth, they-were born 
again not of corruptible ſeed, but of 
incorruptible. The holy Spirit was 
the author of their . regeneration. 
The word of truth was the means, 
which he made uſe of, they cbeyed 
the truth through the Spirit. By 
believing it they were begotten a- 


| gain to a lively faith and hope in 


od. They evidenced their love 
to him by their unfeigned love of 
the brethren : they loved him that 


| begat, and loved thoſe alſo that 
were begotten of him. From 


whence it appears, that the love of 
the brethren is not in the heart by 
nature, but is from the grace of the 
holy Spirit. He gives a new heart, 
and he ſheds abroad in it the love 


of God, which by his influence 


works mightily in oppoſing and 
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overcoming our ſelfiſh tempers, and 
in eſtabliſhing the practice of ſe- 
cond table duties. Theſe ſpring 
from divine love. The holy Spirit 


joins them together, as the cauſe 


and the effect. He teaches no man 
to love God without teaching him 
alſo to love the brethren. He rains 
and ſhines upon the tree of love: 
under his cultivation it thrives : He 
brings forth the ſweet and loving 
tempers of the new man, and they 
bear fruit abundantly. And bleſſed 
fruit it is: for God has great glory 


from it, and men much goed. 
Love thinketh, ſpeaketh, and doeth 


no evil. Vea, it cannot be in the 
heart, without a deſire to do good 
to all men, eſpecially unto them 


that are ot the houſhold. of faith 


to do good to their bodies and ſouls 
to give honor to whom honor is 
due—to preſerve their lives—their 


prope rty 
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property — their chaſtity——their 
good name—to- bear no falſe wit- 
neſs, but always to ſpeak the truth 
of them—and to covet none of their 
bleſſings, either ſpiritual or tempo- 
ral. This is morality—chriſtian 
morality—for it is learnt no where 
but in the ſchool of Chriſt. What 
his Spirit teaches, he enables alſo to 
perform, which moral perſuaſion 
cannot. Hegives awilland a power 
to put off the ſelfiſh tempers of the 
old man, and to put on the loving 
graces of the new man: | Theſe 
graces he preſerves by his almighty 
agency, and calls them into daily 
practice, through faith working by 
love—love to God from a ſenſe of 
his infinite goodneſs—and love to 
man for God's ſake. Thus the 
ſecond table duties, when done out 
of gratitude to God for his infinite 
mercies, help the believer on in his 
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walk heavenwards, and are 'the 
means of maintaining conſtant fel. 
lowſhip with his God. 
Is this, O my ſoul, thy happy | 
experience? Examine carefully. | 
What are thy tempers ? What is 
thy practice, with reſpect to loving 
thy neighbor as thyſelf? There is 
great complaint in the world of the 
want of brotherly love. And no 
wonder. It cannot be in them, 
who are wholly lovers of them: | 
ſelves. But may not the fame 
complaint be taken up of the houſe- 
hold and family of faith? Are not 
the children of the ſame Father de- 
ficient in brotherly love? Ves, they 
are. Too too often they live below 
their privilege, and thereby bring 
great diſhonor upon God, and give 
great offence to men. Be humbled, 
O my ſoul, for thine own failing. 
Remember, what reaſon thou haſt 
to 
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to mourn for the infirmities of thy 
love—how barren it is in its proper || 
fruits—how cold, when it ſhould | 
be fervent=—how polluted, when it 
ſhould be pure —how covetous, 
| when it fhould be liberal. Haſt 
| thou duly attended to the cauſe ot | 
| this, and does it grieve thee to thy 
heart? Wouldſt thou be ſaved from 
ſelf-love, and increaſe in brotherly 
love, yet more and more ? Since 
this is thy caſe, meditate carefully 
upon what is promiſed, And pray 
earneſtly for what is provided, for 
the ſubduingof thoſe tempers which 
are enemies to brotherly love, and a 
which if not ſubdued will hinder | 
thee from enjoying the love of God BH 
in thy walk with him. = 
Firſt, Conſider thy ſtate. - Thou | 
art a pardoned ſinner, not under | 
the law, but under grace freely, 
| fully faved from the guilt of all | - 
| thy 
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thy fins. There: is none to con- 
demn, God having juſtified thee. 
He ſees thee in his Son, waſhed 
in his blood, cloathed in his righte- 
ouſneſs and he embraces him and 
thee, the head and the members 
with the ſame affection. 

Secondly, Conſider what is pro- 
miſed to them, who are in Chriſt. 
Sin ſhall not have dominion over 
them. Pardoned ſin ſhall not reign. 
It cannot, for it is dethroned. Thou 
art therefore free from its bondage. 
Stand faſt in this liberty. Now the 
condemning power of fin is taken 
out of thy conſcience, make uſe of 
the grace provided in Jeſus to de- 
liver thine heart from the love of it, 
and thy converſation from the ſla- 
viſh ſervice of it. And remember 
this grace is almighty. Truſt in it, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved from the 


0 of every ſin. Therefore 
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Thirdly, Read the great charter 
of grace, and mark to what glorious 
privileges thou art entitled. Being 
ſaved from the guilt of all fin, and 
having a promiſe of being ſaved 
from the dominion of all fin, as the 
Lord's freeman, thou art by faith 
to claim thy birth-right and to en- 
joy it. Since Chriſt has given thee 
liberty, to whom ſhouldſt thou be 
a ſlave ? Put off therefore the old 
man with his luſts and deeds: 
ſerve him no longer : it is a bleſſed 
part of redemption to be ſaved from 
his ſervice. God be thanked, that 
he may be put off, as a garment, 
which you have done with, and 
will put on no more. Away with 
it, it is filthy and abominable alto- 
gether. Yea worſe {till : the plague 
is in it. Death and hell are in it: 
for the old man, ſinful nature, thus 
to be put off, is a body of fin, and 
Vou. I. O ſelfiſh 
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1 ſelfiſh tempers are his members, 
1 ſuch as anger, wrath, malice, lies, 
= - inordinate affection, evil concupi- | 
W ſcence, and covetouſneſs which iss 
i idolatry. Theſe muſt be put off, 
4 or they will be always plotting 9 
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and acting againſt brotherly love. 
Therefore the new man, renewed 
in the ſpirit of his mind, oppoſes 
them, and is mighty through God 
to mortiſy them. By the ſame 
power he puts on, as the elect of 
= | God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
8 mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of 

mind, meekneſs, long ſuffering, 
5 forgiveneſs of injuries, even as Chriſt 
BY forgave him, ſo he forgives: and 
1 unto all theſe graces he puts on 
1 love, which is the complete bind- 
ing of them together. What an 
11 amiable character is here of the 
1 new man! He is created anew in 
1 Chriſt Jeſus, that he may exerciſe 
1 EP every 
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„ 
every kind and benevolent temper 
to the brethren. He is renewed 
in his heart to the unfeigned love 
of them; and is enabled to mani- 
feſt it by every work and labor of 


love. And leaſt the vile tempers of | 


the old man, ſtill in being, although 


dethroned, ſhould get dominion 


again, he is ſtrengthened mightily 
by the Spirit in the inner man to 
crucify them day by day. Since 
this is hard work, conſiſting in con- 
tinual and ſevere ſelf-denial, no 
leſs than in cutting off right hand, 
and in plucking out right eye, luſts; 
for thine encouragement to per- 
ſevere, conſider 

Fourthly, that thou art in Chriſt 
—2 member in his body - and in 
bim thou haſt perfect and eternal 


redemption from the old man of 


ſin with his affections and luſts. 
The more this is believed, the more 
O 2 will 
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will the fruits of it appear. Faith 
in the abſolute and everlaſting vic- 
tory of thy glorified head will ani- 
mate thee as one of hw members to 
refiſt thy vanquiſhed foes, know- 
ing thou art a partaker of his vic- 


' tory, and in his ſtrength, and to 


his glory thou art fighting againſt 
them. In him thou haſt already 
conquered. In him thou art more 
than a conqueror. Reckon thyſelf 
therefore to be dead indeed unto 
ſin, but alive unto God in Jeſus 
Chriſt thy Lord. And depend on 
him for the power of his death, 
that. he may put it forth in thee, 
and mortify fin, and for the power 
of his reſurrection to quicken thee 
to newneſs of life. Thy commu- 
nion with him in his death and re- 
ſurrection will be in proportion to 
thy faith. If thou believeſt ſted- 
faſtly, that thou art one with him, 

| thou 
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demption in jeſus from every thing 


1 37 9 
thou wilt find the effect of it in 
ſtedfaſt communion. Cleave then 


to him, as a branch in the vine. 
Planted together in the likeneſs of 


his death, thou wilt find virtue 


coming from him to crucify thy 
ſelfiſh tempers. Planted together 
in the likeneſs of his reſurrection, ' 


thou wilt find virtue coming from 
| him to keep thee alive to God. To 


this fellowſhip with Jeſus thou art 
called. Thou haſt a right to com- 
municate with him in his life and 
death. And whilſt thou art enjoy- 
ing it by the faith of the Son of 
God, fin ſhall have no more do- 
minion over thee, than it has over 
him. This being thy glorious 
birth-right, O my foul, put honor 
upon it. Enjoy it in the peace of 
thy conſcience, and in the love of 


thy heart. Read thy perfect e- 
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oppoſite to brotherly love, and im- 


prove this in thy experience. As 


there is grace ſufficient promiſed 
and provided for, thee, ſee thou 
make uſe of it and manifeſt it open- 


ly in thy tempers and in thy walk ! 
For conſider 

Fifthly, Thy God and Father 
calls upon thee to give glory to 
him for his love to thee by exer- 
ciſing love towards the brethren : 
and thou art bound to this by ten 
thouſand ties. Has he loved thee 
freely, doſt thou know it, and is 
the grateful ſenſe of it upon thy 
heart? How then can it be hid? 


It cannot; it will manifeſt itſelf, as 
light does. The Father has choſen 


thee in his Son, that he might com- 


municate to thee of his goodneſs, 
and he has made thee a child of 


light, that thou mighteſt reflect the 


| rays of his goodneſs upon others. 
| Thou 
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Thou art to ſhew forth the praiſes 
of him that hath called thee out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light. 
He hath called thee out of the 
deadneſs and blindneſs of thy na- 
tural ſtate, and hath enlightened 
chee with the light of life. Ho 
marvellous, that it mould ever ſhine 
upon thee ! Marvellous indeed, that 
thou ſhouldſt (ſhine, as A light 1n 
he world! Admire this grace. Let 
others admire it with thee by ſee- 
ing the reality, and by feeling the 
comfort of it. As the ſun not on- 
ly enlightens, but alſo enlivens with 
his fruitful rays the face of the 

earth, and cheers every creature 
upon it: fo let thy light ſhine be- 
fore men. Give them clear proof 
of thy. love to God by thy love t 
them: let them feel the bleſſed 
fruits of it, that they ma) ſee thy 
good works, and glorify thy Father 
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who is in heaven. Love in thy 
heart will ſhew itſelf. It will com- 
municate its gracious rays, and the 
Father of lights will have the 
praiſe. This ſhould be thine end, 
as it is his. He aims at his own 
glory in all his mercies: this aim 


ſhould be thine alſo. Thy Father 


calls upon thee to do good to o- 
thers, that he may be glorified there- 
by. O what an high calling is 
thine! What an honor does God 
put upon thee. Thou art to bring 
him glory from men —from his 
own children: for their bowels are 
to be refreſhed by thee and from 
others, that whereas they would 
ſpeak againſt thee as an evil-doer, 
they may by thy good works which 
they ſhall behold glorify God in 


the day of viſitation. Aim at this. 


Look at no motive to do good to 


men below the glory of God. And 


remem-— 
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1 
remember, thy doing it may be the 
means of his viſiting- them, as he 


viſited thee, with his great ſalva- 
tion. O bleſſed fruit of brotherly 


love ; may it be the happy effect of 


thy light ſhining before men. May 
God be daily honored by it, and 


the comfort, and if it pleaſe him, 


the ſalvation of his people be there- | 


by promoted. Yea, Lord, this is 
my prayer. My heart ſays, Amen. 
If thou findeſt it very difficult to 


live in the conſtant practice of bro- 


therly love, meditate, O my ſoul, | 


upon the goſpel motives for an in- 
creaſe of faith, and ſeek for the pro- 
miſled aſſiſtance to enable the to 
love others as God hath loved thee. 


Above all expect the effectual teach» | 


ing of the Holy Ghoſt. He only 
can write this delightful law upon 
the heart—the fair impreſſion of it 


is kept by his power—and the ex- | 
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erciſe of it in thy tempers and walk 
is the work of his grace. O pray 
then for a conſtant fupply of the 
Spirit, that in all thy dealings with 


mankind it may appear thou haſt 
been with Jeſus. Set his moſt a- 


miable life before their eyes. Give 
them reaſon to honor his bene- 
ficence, from thy copying it legibly 
after him. Let his love to thee be 
glorified from thy labor of love to 
them. Study to ſhew forth his 
praiſes, and go about doing good, 


as he did. And hereby convince 


the world, that Jeſus Chriſt vras the 
{ greateſt moraliſt, and that his diſ- 


F ciples come the neareſt to the per- 


feCt pattern of their maſter; as a 
poet of our own obſerves— 


Talk they of morals ? O thou bleeding love 
Thou maker of new morals to mankind |! 
The grand morality is love of thee. 
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The love of Jeſus teaches and en- 


forces the love of the brethren. 
The Spirit of Jeſus. writes it upon 


the life. And thus the two tables 


are joined together: and love to 
him that begat produces love to 


them that are begotten of him. 


When the bappy believer is walk- 
ing in this love to his Father and 
to his family, 


then he will live in 
the obſervance of the duties, which 
relate to himſelf : for he was taught 


them, when he returned' in his 


heart to God. And every ſtep he 


walks with God is in the practice 


of them. 


The firſt temptation was an of- 
fer of independence“ Ye ſhall 
„be as Gods —man was drawn 


away by it, and fell from his high 


Still this mother ſim is fruit- 
In-great mercy 
there 


eſtate. 


|. the heart, and makes it practical in | 
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there is a pardon provided, and in 
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the way of receiving the pardon, 


there is a remedy for it. The in- 
finite wiſdom of God ſo contrived 
the way of our recovery, that with- 
out Chriſt we can do nothing. His 
ſalvation undertaken and finiſned 
for us, his ſalvation applied to us, 


the bleſſings of his ſalvation enjoy- 
ed by us in time, and in eternity, 


are the free gifts of his free grace. 
He is the author. He is the finiſh- 


er. He carries it on from firſt to 
laſt. All our ſufficiency is of him. 
We cannot without him ſo much 
as think a good thought. There- 


fore his redeemed people are brought 


off from all truſt in any other object, 
and are taught to place their whole 
dependence for ſalvation, and for 


every thing that accompanies it up- 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


To this end the holy Spirit, the 


great 


( 325 1 
great convincer of fin, had made 


them acquainted with themſelves. 
He had awakened them to a right 


knovwlege of their ſtate, of which 


they had not been ſenſible before; 
and they found that they were fal- 
len and apoſtate creatures. He 
ſhewed them fin in its exceeding 
ſinfulneſs, and they tafted ſome of 
the bitter fruits of it: they felt in 
what a dreadful condition their de- 
parture from God had left them 
ſo 1gnorant, that they could not by 


any human means attain to the 


leaſt ſaving knowlege of God—fo 
guilty, that let them do all they 
could, ſtill the condemning ſentence 
of the -law ſtood ont againſt them 
—ſo unholy, that ſoul and body 


were ſold under fin, and ready to 


every unholy word and work—fo 


utterly helpleſs, that it was impoſ- 
ſible they ſhould of themſelves at- 


tain 
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| tain true happineſs, or eſcape de- 
ſerved miſery. The holy Spirit 
taught them theſe leſions practical- 


His conviction carried demon- 
| ration with it.. He not only made 


them feel their guilt and their dan- 
ger; but he alſo opened a way for 
| pardon and ſafety. He led them 
to Jeſus, and in him they found 


every thing needful for their ſalva- 


tion—treaſured up for them by the 
free covenant love of the . 
ſecured to them by the fulfilling of 
all covenant Cs) in the life 
and death of the God-man—and 
received by the faith of the opera- 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt: By whom 


they were made new creatures in 


| Chriſt Jeſus—members-under him 


their head—united as intimately 
as the branches are to the vine 
and: living by, and in, and on him, 
every moment, and for every thing. 


Thus 


e r 
Ld » © fy = F 
— EXAM » 1 din * - * 
— ES WTR J 1 * 
i „ 
e n : e nns 
nee ä 
- © x; 84 EE % 1 
1 5 2 4 Ls * * 
. 3 e 
— SOC, 2 1 ll * N 
DN 2 n 7 D ** 
E * n r 
( af 9 . 
N * « TL 


Thus the glorifier of Jeſus teaches 
all his members to depend upon 
the fulneſs of their head, and he 
abides with them in order to kee 


them in this dependence. He teſti- 


your whole ſalvation, your all in 
all; you have not, you never will 
* have, any thing to glory in, but 
* in the Lord — whatever good 
* you receive comes from his grace 


from his bleſſing— and if ever 
you have eternal life, it will be 
« the free gift of God in Chriſt 
| © Jeſus. Your bodies allo are de- 
„ pendent on him, as well as your 
. ** ſouls: perſonal, family, national 
. *© mercies are his royal favors, and 
© beſtowed out of his ſovereign 
% bounty.” Thus he teaches be- 
lievers. He humbles them, that 
they may exalt the Saviour. He 
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fies to them of Jeſus—*© He is 


Whatever evil you eſcape, is | 
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makes them poor in ſpirit, that they 
may live upon his riches. He keeps 
them ſenſible of their own empti- 
nefs, that they may be making con- 
ſtant uſe of the Saviour's fulneſs, 
and living in an abſolute depen- 
dence upon him for every thing. 
While they live thus by the faith of 
the Son of God, every high thought 


is brought into ſubjection to him. 


Pride is daily mortified. Self- com- 
placency is abhorred. Self- admi- 
ration is abominable. Humility is 


become their cloathing, and they 


cannot put it off: becauſe every 


moment they are making uſe of it. 
Sins, wants, miſeries, temptations, 


&c. are continually reminding them 
of their vileneſs, and of God's good- 
neſs. And this truth enforced by 
the holy Spirit makes them willing 
to learn of Jeſus to be meek and 
lowly. They become teachable 


{cholars, 


* IT" .. 


tl 


ſcholars, and ſit very low at his 


feet, where they attain to true 
humility of heart. And this in- 


fluences their whole behaviour. In 
a deep and abiding ſenſe of their 
entire ſinfulneſs and helpleſſneſs 
they loath themſelves before God, 
and walk humbly before men. 
They feel they are of themſelves 
nothing but fin, and if left to them- 
ſelves can be nothing but miſery, 
therefore they put their whole truſt 
and confidence in a covenant Gud, 


and his free grace has from thern 


all its glory. 

What is thy knowlege, O my 
ſoul, and what is thine experience 
of this chriſtian poverty of ſpirit? 
Art thou acquainted with it in the 
ground of thine heart, and is it in 
thy daily practice? Examine thy- 
ſelf, and with diligence : for it is a 
moſt bleſſed grace, advanced to 
| high. 
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high honor in the court of Jeſus. 
To it he has made many exceed- 


ing great and precious promiſes. 


O pray to him for this royal gift. 
Wait on thy divine prophet, and 
hear his leflons. He teaches, as 
man cannot. He recommends : 
He gives, the grace of humility. 
He makes his ſcholars truly hum- 
ble in heart. Obferve his abaſing 
doctrine, and may all within thee 
bow to the power of it. 
Obſerve, how he humbles the 
ſinner. He convinces him of his 


| ſinful ſtate, of the corruption of his 


whole nature, and of the depravity 


of every faculty of fol and body. 


The finner is made to feel it and to 
live under the ſenſe of it. And in 


order to faſten the conviction, | 
clearer . diſcoveries are daily made 
of this corruption: for it is a myſtery 


of iniquity. There is no tracing to 
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the bottom its deep laid devices, and 


never ceaſing workings. The heart 
is deceitful above all things and 
deſperately wicked: who can know 
it? There is not a man upon earth, 
who knows all that may be known 
of the exceeding ſinfulneſs of ſin, 


and of his own finfulneſs. When 


the Lord who ſearcheth the heart 
has laid open ſome of its infinite 
evil, he continues to diſcover more. 
Every day brings to light ſtrange 

workings of corruption. The con- 


vinced finner has deeper views of | 


his helpleſſneſs, and of his un- 
worthineſs. And after many vain 


legal trials, he at laſt finds it im- 


poſſible for him to do any thing, 


| fon which God ſhould pardon him 
and ſave him. Thus he is laid low 


with his mouth in the duſt—Be- 
| hold, I am vile, filthy and abomi- 
gable 
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nable altogether, I abhor myſel?, 
and repent in duſt and aſhes. 
Theſe are the humbling leſſons, 
which the holy Spirit teaches. He 
"F | convinces the finner, that there is 
18 neither help nor hope in himſelf, 
18 and ſo leaves him nothing to truſt 
| in, but the ſalvation provided in | 
Jeſus by covenant love, and given 
1 freely by grace. And the manner 
1 of receiving this ſalvation is ſuch as 
bo cuts off all occaſion of boaſting : 
For faith is the only means ap- 
pointed of God, —and faith is his 
gift not beſtowed upon the worthy 
6 but upon the ungodly—not for any 
=_ merit in them, or for any. terms or 
i | conditions, which they have per- 
| formed or ever will perform, but 
| by an act of abſolute ſovereignty | 
to the praiſe of the glory of his own 
grace. He will have mercy, be- 
cauſe he will have mercy. O hum- 
bling 
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bling conſideration? How low does 
it bring the ſinner! How muſt his 
proud heart be abaſed, while he 
feels himſelf a debtor for every 
thing good to the mere will and 


pleaſure of God. And fo long as 


he enjoys thoſe good things, he is 
kept poor in ſpirit : Becauſe he has 
none of them in himſelf. They 
are laid up in the fulneſs of Jeſus, 
are to be had from thence only by 
faith, and are received as the ſenſe 
of his wants leads the believer. to 
maks uſe of them. Living by 
faithisthe death of ſelf-importance. 
Then the loftineſs of man is bowed 
down, the haughtineſs of man is 
made low, and the Lord alone 1s 
exalted. 


Obſerve, -O my ſoul, what an 


honor God has put upon this grace. 
{© Before honor is humility.” Whom 


God honors he humbles farſt. He 
giveth 
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giveth grace to the humble: Be- 
cauſe the humble give him all his 
glory. The higheſt throne which 
he has upon earth is in the humbleſt 
heart. To it he vouchſafes his 
conſtant preſence, and makes the 
greateſt communications of his love: 
* For thus faith the high and lofty 
© One that inhabiteth eternity, 
* whoſe name is holy, I dwell in 
« the high and holy place, with 
{© him alſo that is of a contrite and 
* humble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit 
of the humble, and to revive the 
% heart of the contrite ones.” O 
what an honor is here promiſed to 
the humble ! The greateſt they can 
have on this fide of heaven. God 
will dwell with them ; and what a 
bleſſing 1! and his temple ſhall be 
in the humble heart. The high 
and holy one paſſes by what 1s in 
higheſt eſteem among men. He 
ſtains 


* 


* 


1 


ſtains the pride of human greatneſs 
and goodneſs. He does not vouch- 
ſafe to ſet up his throne with the | 
| 
| 


princes, nor to give his honor to 
the learned, of the world. But he | 
puts honor upon the contrite and 


humble. He condeſcends to viſit | 
them, yea he delights to dwell with 
them, and in them—the higheſt | 


above all heavens in the loweſt 
hearts. There he communicates 3 
his choiceſt love and richeſt favors. 42H 
O my God, beſtow upon me this 2 
grace, which in thy ſight is ſo pre- 
cious. Humble me that I may be 
revived with thy preſence, and re- 
freſhed daily with thy love. Give 
me more humility, and fit-me for 
nearer fellowſhip with thee. Bring 
down every high thought, and let 
me find it true, that God reſiſteth 
the proud, but giveth more grace 
unto the humble. 


Thus 
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Thus the true poverty of ſpirit is 
needful, not only to bring the finner 
to Chriſt, but alſo to preſerve the 
believer in communion with him : 
For ſo long as he walks by faith, 
every thing will tend to promote 
this communion. In the daily ſenſe 
of his wants, he will go to his 
bountiful Saviour for a ſupply. In 
the feeling of his miſery, he will 
depend on his loving Saviour for 
relief: whereby he will be led to 
more intercourſe with him. What 
he finds wrong in himſelf will 
bring him to live more by faith, 
and as faith increaſes, ſo will his 
delight in God. He will grow 
more ſenſible of his weakneſs, and 
that will make him ſtronger in the 
Lord: He will know more of his 


own heart, which will humble him 
and keep him dependent on the 


grace of Jeſus. He will {ee reaſon 
| not 
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not to lean to his own underſtand- 
ing, but ever to pray, Lord, guide 
me by thy good Spirit. Viewing 
ſpots and blemiſhes in his beſt do- 
ings, his triumph will be, 1 will 
% make mention of thy righteouſ- 
<« neſs, Lord Jeſus, even of thine 
* ONLY. Thus every thing will 
humble him, and lead him to live 
more by faith; by which means he 
will get faſter hold of Jeſus, live in 
nearer fellowſhip, and be receiving 
out of his fulneſs grace for grace 
two graces at once the bleſſin 
needed and thankfulneſs for it. 
Hereby a ſweet intercourſe will be 
kept open. To the humble God 
delights to give grace, and they de- 
light to return him his glory. The 
more he gives, the more glory 
would they gladly return. And he 
does give more, and he receives it 
back again in thanks and praiſe. 
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Bleſſed grace! by which this holy 
fellowſhip is maintained. Happy 
humility ! by which the heart be- 
ing emptied of ſelf is capable of re- 
ceiving the fulneſs which is of God. 


Then is the promiſe fulfilled— 


* Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit for 
c theirs is the kingdom of heaven” 

—it is theirs nom not only in title, 
but alſo in poſſeſſion: for the king- 
dom of God is within them. And 
they are partakers at preſent of its 
bleſſings and glories, as u delt been 


1 nn — Ct... 


not ſo per fectſy, as they will be in 


heaven. Meditate, O my foul, 
upon this divine grace. Thov ek | 
the neceſſity of it, O pray earneſtly 
for it, and for more of it. The 
great idol SELF muſt be dethroned, 
where God reigns. Thou canſt 
notwalk with him, unleſs thou art 
humble in heart. And if thou haſt 
been walking with him, thou wilt 

ſtop, 
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ſtop, whenever thou beginneſt to 
look at ſelf with admiration. 0 
beg of the Lord then to give thee | 
the true goſpel poverty of ſpirit. 


It is to be in conſtant practice and 
uſed for every thing: for thou ſeeſt 


how it keeps up fellowſhip with 


God, who makes the greateſt com- 
munications of himſelf to the hum- 


bleſt. And the reaſon is plain: 
becauſe they return him all his 


glory. If therefore thou wouldſt 


| have much grace, pray for much 


humility. O my God, whatever | 
thou giveſt, give humility with it, 


that I may not ſeek ſelf in it, but 


thine honor, nor lay it out upon 
myſelf, but to thy glory. Meek 
and lowly Jeſus, make me like thy- 


ſelf: keep me learning of thee, till 
I am perfectly like thee. 1 would 
come always poor to thee to receive 


| of thy riches, and to receive with 


P 2 them 
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them an humble heart to praiſe | 


thee for them. O let thy glory be 


mine end and aim. Let me and 
mine be thine I humbled thou 
exalted. Let thy graces and gifts 
bring thee in a conſtant revenue of 
praiſe. And may thine incteaſing 
goodneſs, be joined with a conſtant 
increaſe of humility, that my heart 
and all within me may bleſs and 
praiſe thy holy name to day, and 
for ever. Amen. And 

Let this appear in my whole be- 
haviour to others. This is another 
bleſſed fruit of humility. It has 
an influence over the believer's in- 
tercourſe with mankind, and ren- 


| dershistempers and manners loving 
} and amiable. Pride was not made 


for man, and yet it is in all men, 
and is the chief parent of human 
wo. It ſets people above their 
place, and makes them think, that 
they 
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they could ſupport the greateſt for- 
tunes, and are able to manage the 
moſt difficult affairs. Others, as 
proud as they, deny them their 
fancied ſuperiority. Hence come 
wars and fightings, public and pri- 
vate. The ſweet grace of humility 
is ſent from heaven to relieve thoſe 
diſtreſſes: for into whatever boſom 
it enters, it renders men kind to one 
another, tender hearted, ready to 
every good word and work, Thus 
runs the divine exhortation : Be 
ye kindly affectioned one to ano- 
_ © ther with brotherly love, in ho- 
nor preferring one another.“ 
This is heart-humility, which the 
holy Spirit requires, and which he 
beſtows, He brings his [diſciples 
into humble ſubjection to God, and 
then to one another: which has 
the moſt happy effects upon pub- 
lic, ſocial, and private happineſs. 
3 How 
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How would theſe flouriſh, if all men 
wereof a meek and quiet ſpitit? But 
there is none of this among the un- 
converted, and alas ! how little is 


there among believers? How of- 
ten ate they in the proud ſpirit of 
the world? acting contrary to the 


lowly ſpirit of Jeſus. And yet it 
is not for want of precept, nor for 
want of promiſed help: but it is be- 
cauſe they are not walking by faith, 
as becometh the goſpel, nor out of 
love to God's glory ſtudying to re- 
commend humility by their prac- 
| tice. . Obſerve, O my ſoul, the re- 
medy provided of God for the ſub- 
duing of all ſelfiſh tempers, and 
pray that it may be effectual in thy 
life and converſation. Do ye 
e think that the ſcripture. ſaith in 
ec vain, The ſpirit that dWelleth in 


« us luſteth to envy But God 
* giveth more grace, wherefore he 


ce ſaith, 
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« ſaith, God reſiſteth the proud, 
te but giveth. grace unto the hum- 
« ble.” This ſcripture cannot ſpeak 
in vain : for fallen man is certain- 
ly ſuch as he is here deſcribed. 'The 
ſpirit that dwelleth in him, in his 
own nature, luſteth to envy—a paſ- 
ſion made up of pride and diſcon- 
tent - offended with God - and diſ- 
pleaſed with the bleſſings, which 
he beſtows upon men. It is an 
enemy to the love both of God and 
man, and tranſgreſſes the law of 
both tables. Pride brought it into 
heaven, and the fallen angels 
brought it into this world. Ever 
ſince it entered by ſin, natural cor- 
ruption breaks out very much in 
envy. But God giveth more grace, 
to conquer this paſſion, than ſinful 
nature has to pub it forth. He not 
only gives grace to pardon, it, but 
allo more grace to ſubdue it ; ſo that 
P 4 envy 
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envy loſes its dominion in the reign 
of grace. We cannot ſubdue, any 
more than we can pardon, (envy, 
pride, and ſuch paſſions, but grace 
is almighty. Want ever ſo much, 
uſe ever ſo much, God has ſtill more 
for you. And he gives more, when 
the creature is humbled enough to 


take it out of the hands of his mer- | 


cy. Thus he overcomes ary 
«For he reſiſteth the proud, he 
is at open war with them, and they 
with him. Pride lifts up the crea- 
ture againſt the Creator ; and puts 


it upon ſeeking 1 out of | 


God: this is reſiſting his ſove- 


reignty, attacking his providence, 
and oppoſing his law, He is con- 
| cerned to pull ſuch rebels down, 


and he ſays, their pride goeth be- 
fore deſtruction: But he giveth 
© grace unto the humble — he 
gives them grace to humble 3 
an 
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and being emptied he delights to 
fill them: for then they are diſpoſed 
to receive his grace, and to value 
it. Whatever God gives, the hum- 
ble give it back again to him. 
They have the bleſſing, he has the 
praiſe: which is the juſt tribute due 
to him for his gifts. And he gives 
more grace, where he ean get more 
glory. Thus he ſubdues ſelf con- 
ceit with its various proud work- 
ings. And as grace reigns over 
them, humility prevails ; which has 
a friendly aſpect towards mankind. 
It keeps brotherly love in the heart, 
and tends mightily to the practice 
of every ſocial virtue. Humility 
ſuffereth long and is kind, humi- 
lity envieth not; humility vaunteth 
not itſelf; is not puffed up; doth 
not behave itſelf unſeemly; ſeeketh 
not her own; is not eaſily provok- 
ed; thinketh no evil. 

1 Con- 
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Conſider, O my ſoul, thoſe mo- 
tives to an holy walk. Put them all 
together. Weigh them carefully, 
again and again. Do it faithfully, 


then try, whether thou art walking 
in the way of duty with a ſree ſpi- 
rit. Doſt thou proceed upon evan- 

ical or upon legal principles ? 


for love? Examine thy heart. 

God looks chiefly at it. How is 
it in duty? Is thine obedience 
to juſtify thee 1n the leaſt, or does 
it ſpring from a ſenſe of thy being 
juſtified freely and fully ? Art thou 
going about to eſtabliſh thine own 
righteouſneſs, or doſt thou ſubmit 
to the righteouſneſs of God? Art 
thou working from hte, or for life? 
I require thee to examine diligently 
by the light of the word, and by 

the — g of the holySpirit, — 


* * 


as in the preſence of God. And | 


Doſt thou ſerve God for wages, or 


thy 
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Nothing is pain, which love does. 
And this is goſpel obedience. It 


thy motives are: For there is no 
acceptable obedience, but what is 
done in faith: Whatſoever is not of 
faith is ſin. If thou art acting a- 
right the love of Chriſt is conſtrain- 
ing thee to obedience. Thou art 
living under the influence of free- 
grace. Thy conſcience is at peace 
with God. Thou haſt ſweet liberty 
to ſerve him without fear. Thy 
heart delights in his ſervice, and 
love makes his ways the joy of thy 
ſoul. Thou knoweſt what Jacob 
felt, when he ſerved ſeven years 
for Rachel, and they ſeemed unto 
him but a few days for the love he 
had to her. A goſpel-ſpirit does 
the ſame to God—love makes long 
ſervice ſhort—and hard ſervice eaſy. 


is faith working by love, which re- 
fines duty into a grace ; the com- 
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mandments are exalted into privi- 
leges ; the ordinances become hap- 
py means of fellowſhip with God. | 
The believer meets God in them, 
and by free converſe he exerciſes 
| and improves his love. He draws 
| near to God, and God draws near 
to him in prayer, in praiſe, in hear- 
ing-the word, at the Lord's ſupper, 
and in all ſabbath duties. In theſe 
ways God manifeſts his gracious 
| preſence, and the believer rejoices 
in it. God communicates his gra- 
ces, and the believer receives them 
with thankfulneſs. O my ſoul, 
pray before duty for much of this 
communion with God in it. Seek 
it as the one great end of all duty. 
And if thou findeſt it, bleſs and 
praiſe the goodneſs of thy God. 
But ſtill ſeek to be more ſpiritual 
and evangelical, that the fruits of 
thy fellowſhip with God may ap- 
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forces his leſſons. He renders his 


mighty power, and ſubdues the 
vile ſelfiſh tempers of the old man, 
and brings into uſe the benevolent 
tempers of the new man. While 


1 


pear in thy practice of the duties 
of the ſecond table. Love to God 


will manifeſt itſelf by love to men: 
For the holy Spirit teaches all his 
diſciples to love one another, and 
he teaches effectually. He not 
only makes them underſtand, what 


brotherly love is, but he alſo gives 
it. They become partakers of the 


grace, and are enabled to practice 


it. Thus he recommends and en- 


ſcholars kind to one another, and 
tender hearted. He puts forth his 


he carries on the gracious work his 
diſciples grow more acquainted 
with themſelves, and learn heart 
humility. He makes them feel 
their fallen ſtate, their ſinfulneſs 


and 
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and their danger; in the ſenſe of 
their guilt and of their diſtance from 
God they are willing to receive 
Chriſt for their whole ſalvation, 
and then to enjoy in him, all the 
bleſſings of the Father's love in 
earth and heaven. 

IF. thou findeſt it difficult, O my 
ſoul, to walk according to this rule: 
If to obey from love to God to 
love men for God's ſake—and in 


the ſenſe of thine own vileneſs to 
be humbled to the duſt—if theſe 


be hard leſions; conſider what 


makes them ſo, Where is the dif- 
fcalty ? Is it not in thyſelf? And is 
it not chiefly in thy not uſing and 
not bringing into practice the prin- 
ciples advanced in the former 


chapters. Duty muſt be hard, it | 
the ſpring of obedience be not in 
motion; but if this act freely, then 


all will go on well. 
| Thy 
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7 Thy whole conduct through life 
depends upon. the nature of the 


ſalvation; of which thou art a 

taker by grace. Conſider it atten- | 
tively. The growing knowlege of 
it will engage thine affections to a | 
| willing obedience. Is it not a com- 
plete ſalvation—an abſolutely per- 
fect work—yea the greateſt work | 
| of God? Becauſe all the reſt come | 
| from it, and lead to it. Is it not 
the infinitely wiſe contrivance of 
the eternal Three, for which ever- 
laſting glory is to be given to every 
divine attribute? When every other 
work of God ſhall ceaſe, for this all 
heaven will to eternity be aſcribing 
honor and bleſſing and praiſe to Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit. Attend, O my 
ſoul, to the {cripture account of this 
ſalvation. Review the glory of it. 
Read again and again the revealed | * 
ER of it, till thy heart be | 
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fatished, that this ſalvation is as 
perfect and complete, as the Lord 
God almighty could make it. This 
is its character. Haſt thou ſtudied 
it well, and art thou well grounded 
and eſtabliſhed in the belief of it? 
Mind: this is the foundation. If 
this totter, ſo will all the ſuper- 
ſtructure. O pray then, and be 
earneſt in prayer that God would 
enlarge thy views of the infinitely 
glorious and everlaſtingly perfect 
ſalvation, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 

As thou groweſt more acquaint- 
' ed with it, thou wilt ſee leſs reaſon 
to be diſcouraged at the experience 
of what thou art in thyſelf. It is a 
ſalvation for finmers—ſuch as thou 
art—and no way differing from 
thee: Only when they are called 
to the knowlege of the truth, they 
are acquainted with their fallen 
| ſtate, are made ſenſible of their 
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helpleſſneſs and of their miſery, but 


are made willing to venture their 0 
ſouls at God's command upon the nM 
Lord Jeſus, truſting to the peace 
which he made by the blood of the 
croſs. And art not thou in the 
happy number of theſe redeemed 
ſinners ? Doſt not thou believe the 
record, which God hath piven of 
his Son, and look upon it as thy 
lawful warrant—to make uſe of 
what is laid up in the fulneſs of 
Jeſus—thine to take freely —thine 
to uſe fully -the more the better 
thine for receiving, without any 
condition or any qualification ? He 
| loves to give, and without money or 
moneys worth, He thinks himſelf 
honored by the penſioners of his | 3 
grace, who bring nothing to re- 1 
commend themſelves, but their ſins 5 
and miſeries, and yet truſt in his 
promiſed relief. Herein he glories. 
When 
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When they come to him believing, 
he beſtowshis royal gifts upon every 
one of them: And ſo far as they 
believe, he withholds nothing that 
is needful for their holy walk in 
the way of duty. | 

I Thele are the principles, which 

thou art to bring into practice. 

Carry them, O my ſoul, into every 

act of obedience. Go to prayer 

and every duty with this faith, that 

thou art in Chriſt, and in him a 

partaker of his finiſhed ſalvation. 

Then the Father's love to thee will 

be manifeft, and thou wilt have 

ſweet fellowſhip with him in all | 
thine approaches to the throne— | 

Whatever thou undertakeſt, forget 

| not this leading truth. If thou loſe 

ſight of it, thou wilt get into dark- 
} neſs: If thou art not influenced by | 
it, thou wilt be brought into bon- 
dage. Upon this abſolutely perfect 


ſalva- 
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| ſalvation thou. art to live by. faith 
| upon earth, and thou wilt have 
nothing elſe to live upon by ſenſe 
in heaven. Truſting to the com- 

plete work of Jeſus thou art to walk 
with thy God in time, as thou wilt 
follow the lamb in eternity, re- 
ceiving all out of his fulneſs. O 
view him in this light, and it will 
have the happieſt effects upon thy 
daily walk, While thou art re- 
ceiving from him grace for grace, 
thou wilt live with him in ſweet 
friendſhip, duty will be the way 
and means of enjoying the love of 
thy divine friend, and the more 
thou art in his company the more 
delightful will be the way of his 
commandments. Theſe are thy 
privileges. Read the promiſes con- 
| cerning them. Call to mind what 
thy Father in Jeſus has engaged to 
give his children. Has he not 


provided 
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provided grace ſufficient for them? 


And is it not for his honor, as well 


as thy profit, that he ſhould give 


both the will and the power to walk 


humbly with him? O, plead his 
promiſes. Bind him with his faith- 


fulneſs. Be importunate with him, 
| and pray without ceaſing. Let 
this be thy daily plea, 


O my God, order my walk ac» 


cording to thy holy word. It is 


thy mind and will, that 1 ſhould 


love thee with all my heart, and 


ſoul, and mind and ſtrength, and 
my neighbor as myſelf: but 1 am 
not ſufficient for theſe things, 
There is no pure love in my foul by 
nature, Every affection in me is 
turned from the Creator to the 
creature. I am in bondage, a ſlave 
to luſt, ſold under fin;' I cannot 


love thee, infinitely lovely as thou 
art, until thou break my bonds a- 


ſunder, 
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ſunder, and ſet my ſoul at liberty. 
But being now redeemed from 
guilt and fear, I am become thy 
freeman; and for the unſpeakable 
redemption that is in Jeſus, thou 
wouldſt have me to ſerve thee. 


Bleſſed be thy holy name for re- 


quiring mine obedience. upon this 


ſweet motive I am the Lord 
* your God, who brought you out 
ce of the land of Egypt and out of 
* the houſe of bondage.” On this 
account obey me: . becauſe I am 
the Lord your God, and I ſtand 
related to you, as your redeemer 
from ſlavery. O my gracious God 
and Father, I defire upon this mo- 
tive to keep thy commandments. 


[ believe thou art my God in Je- 


ſus, and through him I have re- 
demption from bondage to my fins 
and enemies. With this free ſpirit 
would I always go to duty: but I 


cannot 
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cannot walk in this liberty, any 
more than T could at firſt attain it, 
without thy grace. O my God, 
let the Spirit of adoption abide with 
me, that he may draw me nearer 
to thee in thy ways and ordinances, 
and I may in them enjoy more of 
thy preſence, and of the light of thy 

countenance. Thee I ſeek in them. 
Thou art the end of all ways and 


means: and if they lead me not to 


thee, 1 go empty away. Gracious 
God, make thy commandments 
the joy of my heart, and let them 
be the means of keeping up holy 
intercourſe and happy fellowſhip 
with thee. This my heart pants 
after. Duty without this is nothing 
worth. I wait in thine appointed 
ways for the viſits of thy grace, 


hoping to grow in knowlege and 


faith, in hope and love. The com- 


munion, which I have enjoyed, has 
increaſed 


„ 
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increaſed my longing. My ſoul is 
a thirſt for God, praying to be more 
with thee, and more like thee. 
And is not this what thou requireſt, 
and what thou haſt promiſed to do 
for me? Grant me then, my graci- 
ons God, the prayer of my heart. 
In all my duties let me enjoy thy 
preſence, and communications of 
thy love. Let me do them in faith, 
and with a fingle eye to thy glory. 
Let me be thus ſpiritual and heaven- 
ly minded in them, that I may grow 
up into Chriſt Jeſus in all things. 

And l deſire, holy Father, to grow 
in love to thee, that I may manifeſt 
the fruits of it by my love to man- 
kind. Pardon every ſelfiſh temper, 
which is oppoſite to the love of the 
brethren : And teach me to love 
them, as thou haſt loved me. W hat- 
ever thou haſt promiſed, fulfil in 
me. Make me, O thou Spirit of 

love, 
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love, like the loving Jeſus. Give 
me his benevolent tempers, and help 
me to imitate his beneficent actions. 
Let his love to me be the pattern of 
my love to them. Since thou haſt in 
much mercy made me a child of 
light, O let me ſhine before men, 
that they may ſee and feel my good 
works, and may glorify thee for 
them. And the more thou doeſt in 
me, and by me, humble me ſtill 
more, O my God. Keep me meek 
and lowly, always ready to give the 
glory of all my mercies to the Three 
in Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spi- 
rit, to whom be equal honor and 
praiſe for ever and ever. Amen. 


The End of the Firſt Volume. 
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